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Volume 15 Issue 1 February 2003 


THE MISSING WHITE HOUSE TYPEWRITER 


Story by Jack Knarr on page 503 


The cover photo below is an office scene from inside the White House, and appears to be from the 1890s 
era... If you look closely, you can see what appears to be a Remington No.2 typewriter on a vintage typing 
table. This is believed to be the first typewriter ever used in the White House. If you Jook under the desk at 
the rear, behind where the man is sitting, you can see part of the tin lid. 

it is not known and may never be. confirmed if any of the people in. this scene or the typewriter itself are the 
ones that relate to this story. However, there is that possibility. The photo was copied and sent to Typex by 
the President Harrison Home in Indianapolis, In, and we thank them for sharing it with us. 
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Best wishes to all as we 
begin a New Year together. 

First, | would like to thank 
all those who sent in renewal 
forms with payment, in a timely 
fashion. This helps me 
a great deal. 

More good news... 
Subscriptions are up this year. 

We would like to extend to our new colleagues, a warm Typex family 
greeting. Many of our readers have sent in good material for us to 
publish. Some have sent questions and comments. All this gladdens 
my heart. This means that we are dealing with a live audience, of 
knowledgeable, active collectors. 

This is what it’s all about folks. You other guys/gals take note and 
see if YOU can rustle up a little something to send Typex. 

Having said all that...1 want to thank personally, each and every 
person that has been a subscriber. Each of you is important in your 
own way and at Typex, we do not ever take even one person for 
granted. 

As | do from time-to-time, | will also thank my fellow staff members 
whose names are listed to the left on this page. Jack, Curt, Les, and 
Tony (plus many others)... Thanks for helping me to get the job done. 
Without your help Typex would not be anywhere as good as it is. 
<><><><><><><>< ><> <> ><> d< OCC >C >< >C>< ><> <>< > >C> 


News from Overseas: by Les Owen, England 

The biggest surprise at the November 2002 Breker auction was not 
the high prices achieved, but that the Malling Hansen failed to make the 
reserve of 55,000 Euro. 

The auction was crowded with people, as was the collectors meeting 
in the afternoon, where many machines changed hands. Some of the 
top highlights were a Sholes & Glidden on stand for 24,034 Euros, an 
Automatic for 19,227, a Horton for 13,218, a Burnett for 7,811, and a 
Victor index for 4,204. All prices are in Euros which are similar to U.S. 
dollars. 

On other news, | had the personal pleasure of a visit from Fritz 
Niemann, of Germany. Many of you know his name, as he is a long-time 
well-traveled collector. Fritz had bought a large collection of machines in 
the UK, but he brought one very interesting special machine with him. 
This is the small keyboard model known as the Wheatstone. Its 
inventor was Sir Charles Wheatstone. Wheatstone is well known for his 
work as an electrician, and as an inventor of the “Wheatstone Bridge.” 
He also worked on the development of the telegraph, and musical wind 
instruments. However, he also had a number of typewriters to his credit 
that have been dated into the 1850s. 

Three of these are now in the British Science Museum in London. 
(Sadly none of them are on display.) The piece that Fritz now has came 
from the Wheatstone Museum and was sold at auction in London in 
1989 when the museum was closed. 

The interesting thing about this keyboard is that each key has two 
characters printed on it with three blank keys underneath. It is perhaps 
too early to guess what was in Wheatstone’s mind and difficult to 
imagine that he was already thinking of a shift key at the time he 
invented this keyboard. Currently Fritz and | are talking to the Science 
Museum in the hope that they will have something in their archives that 
will yield more information about this specimen. (Editor's note: A picture 
of Fritz Niemann and Les Owen examining the Wheatstone can be seen 
in the next issue). 

As a result of this meeting, a decision was made to host a collectors 
meeting at Les Owen's premises in England in October 2003. This will 
be the first such meeting in the UK for many years. | extend a warm 
welcome for all collectors to join us. We are planning a full and 
interesting program. For more information contact Les Owen 
at:lo@landbee.demon.co.uk OR Fritz Niemann at info@galerie-alte- 
technik.de 


495 














Online 


@ Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


For anyone whose Christmas list included a collectible typewriter, 
there seemed to be plenty of opportunity online in the last few months 
to fill the request. Bidding activity looked as if it was a little quiet, 
keeping prices slightly off from their highs of two years ago. But for 
collectors determined to stuff their stockings with those special 
typewriters, there was ample selection, and in some cases this 
translated into bargains. I’m always amazed at the never ending parade 
of desirable typewriters that surface on eBay and I hope everyone got 
what they wanted. In this installment, I’ve tried to give a good 
representation of what was sold in the last quarter on eBay, listing 
higher priced sales as well as the middle-of-the-road and less 
expensive typewriters. Because this column is the first attempt at 
regularly documenting what’s happening with typewriter collecting on 
the internet, I welcome everyone’s input and feedback in order to 
improve and fine-tune it. My e-mail is: typebar@aol.com. 


@we baywatch...recent eBay auction highlights. 


Cypher Machine (Item #931723955) 10,299. 
Commercial Visible No.6 2,025. 
Barlock 4 1,635. 
Hammond 1 Curved Kybd. 1,575. 
Williams No. 2 1,525. 
Virotype 1,351. 
Lambert with case 1,250. 
Stenograph (Bartholomew Second Model) 1,025. 
Yost 1 846. 
Williams No.2 S13: 
Royal Quiet DeLuxe — Gold Plated 510. 
Smith Premier No.1 481. 
Oliver 3 (Mint Cond.) 395. 
Odell 1 Round (Rust bucket) 380. 
American Model 7 (Mint Cond.) 355 
Commercial Visible No.6 (Poor Cond.) 339. 
Noiseless Portable 331. 
Blickensderfer 8 305. 
Gourland 267. 
Fox No.4 (Mint Cond.) 260. 
Oliver 5 (Mint Cond.) 212. 
World 2 (Poor Cond.) 207. 
Sun No.2 207. 
RemBlick (with case & tool kit) 187. 
Hammond Multiplex (Leather Case) 199, 
Demountable No.2 (VG Cond.) 125, 
Corona Folding 3 (Mint) 99. 
Oliver 3 (Mint) 98. 


Hammond - A recent search of completed Hammond typewriter 
auctions on eBay revealed the following: Only six Hammonds were 
listed with five reaching their reserve and selling from $51 - $199. 
A very nice Folding Multiplex sold for $102.50, an outstanding buy. 
The unsold Hammond was a model one that was recently sold in a 
European auction and almost immediately appeared on eBay. With 
an opening bid of $2000, it failed to attract any interest. 


Top 10 Collectibles... eBay announced their most recent top 
ten collectible items offered for sale on their site. They are: 1-Magic 
Books, 2-Starbucks, 3-Slide rules, 4-Vintage handkerchiefs, 5— 
Tablecloths, 6—-U.S. cans (flat top), 7—-Vintage Halloween Costumes, 
8—Fountain pens, 9—Carpentry tools, 10—Vintage shelf clocks. 





by Tony Casillo 


CAUTION: Identity thieves strike eBay... eBay look-alike sites are 
being fabricated to take over your eBay identity. Con artists often send 
out scam e-mails that tell recipients someone has tampered with their 
account or that some other unspecified fraud is suspected. Occasionally 
the email states that there has been a problem with eBay billing. The e- 
mail then tells the recipient to click on a link leading to a site where 
visitors can enter or change their username and password. Clouding the 
issue further is the fact that eBay is sending out its own share of 
legitimate appeals, urging some people whose accounts have been 
tampered with to change their passwords. Even savvy users have a hard 
time telling the difference between the scam and the real deal. Once an 
account has been hijacked, and with the help of its positive feedback, it 
can now be used to defraud unsuspecting bidders into bidding and paying 
for items they will never receive. Enormous problems have also been 
created for the legitimate account owners. Most reports of identity theft 
indicate that eBay has been slow to respond to their pleas for help. 
Advice: If you receive a questionable e-mail, don’t reply to it. If you 
believe it may be valid, use eBay’s “my eBay” feature to enter the site. 
This way you can be sure you are on a legitimate eBay page. Other 
organizations that have dealt with similar problems include PayPal, 
America Online and numerous Internet service providers. An 
independent web site that can be of assistance in dealing with online 
auction issues is: www.auctionguild.com. 


FEATURED WEBSITE: 
mma TYPEWRITERS _ 
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Located at: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/TYPEWRITERS,, this 
site could very well be regarded as the Internet café for typewriter 
collectors. Activity is brisk, and topics range from basic questions 
about repairs/parts to serious historical discussions. Originally hosted 
by Egroups, it was acquired by the Internet giant Yahoo several years 
ago. There are presently 315 registered users on the TYPEWRITERS 
group and there is also an archive that contains posts since 1999, so 
anyone just joining the group can quickly catch up, if they like. It’s a 
great forum and | recommend it to anyone interested in our hobby. 
Registration is quick and can be performed in a few minutes. 
Registered users can receive posted messages by e-mail or by visiting 
the URL above to view the archives. 






Coming next issue: The |; MUeemees Typewriter Page 
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‘BYCYCLING’, A RELATION...BUT 
NOT MORE THAN THAT... 
by Jos Legrand 


Frohe Ostern 





Seidel g Naumann Dresden 


There it was at last, the article about typewriters and 
bicycles and their relationship, written by Mike Brooks 
in an earlier Typex. Articles could have been written 
about typewriters & sewing machines, or typewriters & 
railways, or typewriters & calculators, or typewriters & 
guns, or other items like that. The remarkable liaison 
of the typewriter & bicycle was one of those unspoken 
affairs in technical history. 


It was not a question of coincidence, like an ad | found 
from the Monarch Cycle Co., in the National 
Stenographer, thinking it concerned the Monarch 
Typewriter. Mike Brown's survey in the November ’02 
Typex brought into light combinations of the production 
of typewriters and bicycles made by the same 
companies. Some of the companies were Travis, 
McCool, Crandall, Remington, Stearns and Fox. And 
then there were the retail merchants with names like 
Harrisburg Cycle & Typewriter Company, or Gump & 
Co. of which | found another ad. See below. 








Pope advertised ‘with his Columbia Cycle and the 
World Typewriter, although it is not certain that he also 
manufactured the World himself. 


In Europe, and especially in Germany, there were 
comparable situations, with one big difference. Aimost 
from the beginning, all the leading typewriter machines 
had a big brother bicycle. Seidel Naumann produced 
their first typewriter, the Ideal, in their bicycle & sewing 
machine factory in 1900, just as the Adler, a thrust- 
action Empire clone was produced in the Adler 
Fahrradwerke (Bicycle works). In 1903 Stoewer 
typewriters came from the Nahmaschinen-und 





early German typewriter, the Continental, was made in 
the Wanderer-Fahrradwerke in 1904. See picture 
below. 


Fahrrader-Fabrik Bernhard Stoewer A.G., and another & 


Fahrrader Motorrader 


jochreibmaschinen 


“Werke vormWi &. 
SCHONAU BE! CHEMNITZ. 
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The Weilwerke (Torpedo, 1908) were also based on 
the two milestones, and the Triumph (1910) had its 
origin in the Triumph Cycle Company Ltd. 


Later we hear of the Excelsior Fahrradwerken AG, ok 
which produced the Cardinal Typewriter, and in Austria 

Courier Bicycles were produced together with Courier 

Typewriters, an Oliver mode! 3 (clone), that was made 

in Europe. 


Just like in the U.S., the combination of typewriters and 

bicycles also occurs in the German retailing branch 

E.A. Grimm & Co. They sold President Bicycles 

alongside the Pittsburgh Typewriter. Gustav Hummel 

from Stuttgart sold the Caligraph and Merritt 

Typewriters beside Monopol Bicycles. In England, the 

Munson Typewriter was sold beside the New Ormonde 

Cycle Co., but from their point of view the bicycle q 
business relationship was more than marginal. 


Were they really convicted to each other, the writing 
machine and the bicycle, or better said...the writing 
machine to the bicycle? No! There have been lots of 
typewriters in other circumstances, in the U.S. that is. 
But, their relationship is logical. The bicycle industry 
had the know-how for coarse and fine work in iron, 
experience in adjustability, transmission processes and 
they had the tools. But the same goes for the gun and 
sewing machine industry. And some of them merged 
too. 


Such combinations are also known in Germany, but 
the bond between the typewriter and the bicycle 
industry there is overwhelming. | hope that once a a 
scholar finds out why, as |! also hope that a 
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comparative study will be started between the relation 
of the typewriter and gun industry, the sewing machine 
and others. Just as Don Hoke researched (among 
other things) the relationship between various 
disciplines through “adjustability,” maybe a future 
interdisciplinal study could be dedicated to 
‘transmission processes.” 


Did they ever come together, the bicycle and its little 
sister? Yes, but their meeting was not really fruitful. 
Although, in August 1901 there was a little note in the 
as follows: “A very close counterpart 
of the bicycle free wheel is found in the magnified 
escapement embodied in some of the typewriters 
(such as the Smith Premier and the Remington) now 
being manufactured. As the carriage is returned at the 
end of each line of writing, the large escapement wheel 
is ‘free,’ but when the carriage moves to the left this 
whee! rotates—a tooth for each character written.” 

And so the bicycle lived on in the typewriter. At 
least one effort has been made to join them together. 
It was Dudley H. Pope (the family connection to Col. 
Albert Pope of World Typewriter fame is not clear) who 
made from two things one: a typewriter-cycle, but both 
parts were from Remington. See picture below and on 
pagesoo. | 





ME. DUDLEY If. POPE AND His TYPEWRITEL-CYCLE. 


This Remington Typewriter-Cycle was designed 
for the Army. Pope had been associated for some 
time with Wycoff, Seamans & Benedict in England. 
The Illustrated Phonographic World of 1894 says: 
“Mr. Pope rode his cycle throughout the 28 mimic 
battles, without a single hitch occurring, and as the 
commanding officer, from time to time, threaded his 
way at full speed in and out the various lines of gun- 
Carriages, wagons, etc. The typewriter is instantly 
detachable, rendering the cycle available for the 
speedy transmission of any message or order. The 
practical utility of the typewriter-cycle was fully 
evidenced, messages being signaled from balloons 
and instantly typewritten, and then conveyed to the 
rear by a trained war dog.” 

Detachments were formed, and the “invention” 
soon came into practice. That is at least in a 
peaceful way: 


“The world championship won on Torpedo-cycie. 

This was the pleasing announcement made by the 
German Typewriter and Bicycle Company. It shows 
the victory was achieved in the 1000 meter by Walter 
Rutt on the Torpedo bicycle.” This news could be read 
in the German Schreibmaschinenzeitung on Sept. 15, 
1913. But ! am guessing that the reporting was done 
at a desk—-and the winner cycled without a typewriter 
attached. 


KEKKKEKEKREAAEREKEREREREREREREREERERREEEER 


ANOTHER UPDATE to 
Typewriter- Bicycles. ..8y Peter Weil 


| also want to take you up on the additions to the 
Typewriter & Bicycle story that appeared in Typex in 
November of 2002. | have two such additions. 

One is close to my heart: The Peter Weil and 
Company of Germany. This was a bicycle and sewing 
machine manufacturer that bought a typewriter design, 
introduced it as the TORPEDO in 1907, and changed 
the name of the company to WEILWERKE. Before the 
German government's (Nazi) takeover, stealing it in 
about 1934-35, they continued to make bicycles and 
typewriters. 

The name of the company was changed to 
TORPEDOWERKE and after WW2; Remington 
purchased the company and began production of 
portable typewriters. 

SCHILLER. DEMETRIUS. 


ee 
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The other is ADLERFAHRRADWERKE, z a company 
that made bicycles and sewing machines in Germany 
before buying the fights to produce the 
Empire/Wellington typewriter there. The symbol for the 
company was an eagle (“ADLER”) on a bicycle wheel. 

Interestingly, both companies and their typewriters 
and bikes are well known today and probably long into 
the future, through the artwork of Hohiwein. In the 
1920s, he became a famous illustrator, and both 
companies hired him to do color posters and magazine 
ads. There is a beautiful yellow-dominated one for 
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Adler Bicycles, and Torpedo commissioned a famous 
one of their first portable (ca. 1924-25). Sadly, 
horrifyingly, Hohiwein became enamored of Hitler and 
the ideals of the Nazis and he became their illustrator 
for propaganda. His name and work fell into well- 
deserved disrepute, but beginning 30 years ago, 
interest in his artwork began again (Dover Press 
published a book of his posters). The result has been 
high demand today, for the artwork, including the Adier 
and Torpedo ads. Thus, long after interest has waned 
in the typewriters or bikes made by these companies, it 
seems probable that the products will be remembered 
through this strange art historical process. Examples 
of this artwork can be seen on page 501 (color page) 
of this issue. 
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MORE TYPEWRITER & BICYCLE 


UPDATES....by Nick Fisher of the UK 
(Did you ever see an Oliver Bicycle?) 


(Ed note: Nick Fisher, who is also a bicycle enthusiast 
sent me a copy of an article he wrote for a bicycle 
newsletter called News and Views (Dec/Jan. 2001). A 
fellow named Lars Jonsson had written to the newsletter 
to learn more about his Olivette Bicycle and Nick Fisher 
was kind enough to write in to enlighten him (and us). A 
copy of Nick's reply is reprinted here.) 






depiction of a racing yacht in the head 
badge, a symbol of speed, and with New 
York a centre for major races at the turn 


TW Collectors mini-meeting at 
Radisson JFK Hotel, NYC 























On Jan. 17-19, 2003 about a dozen die-hard Se 
typewriter collectors converged in NYC for a 
weekend of merriment. The get-together was 
arranged rather spontaneously when Paul Robert 
mentioned about a month before on the 
TYPEWRITERS YAHOO chat site that he would 
be flying into JFK airport on a return trip from 
South America. His idea was that he would visit 
fellow collector Tony Casillo on Long Island. 

The next thing you know Lin Lewis booked a 
room in the same place and encouraged others to 
do the same. A snow bail effect happened and the 
next thing ya know ole Jed’s a millionaire. Ugh, | 
mean we got us a mini-convention. 

Steve Maloney, also of New York, developed a 
loose schedule, and others committed to the party. 
Namely, Peter & Corny Weil, Angie Jimenez, Don 
Sutherland, Jay Respler, Oliver Indermaur, Roy 
Singer, Bruce Boyd, Tim Ries and Tony Casillo. 

; Due to space restrictions and deadlines for this 
issue, pictures and the results of the meeting will 
appear in the next issue of Typex. 
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BERNARD WILLIAMS has 
Typewriters and Sewing 
Machines for sale.... 


_ of the 19th cenuuy. Other bicy cle manu- 
4) facturers who produced typewriters 
included German Adler, Stoewer and 
® American Stearns. based (significantly) 
5 at Syracuse, NY (the latter of whom 
sponsored Major Tavior I believe). 

If any members have any queries 
about antique or veteran wpewriters, I 
* would be very glad to help. My bicycle 










by the way is a 1928/29 
Raleigh 


A bit late T know. but T hope I have some 
useful if not esoteric facts concerning 
the possible origins of the Olivette 







bicycle owned by Lars 
Jonsson. The head badge 
lettering is very similar to 
that used on Oliver typewrit- 
ers — manufactured from 
189-4. L enclose a copy of an 
advertisement which shows 
the obvious similarity. Notably 











these machines were available 
almost exclusively in olive 
green, not unlike the colour of 
the Olivette. 

The Oliver typewriters were 
manufactured in Chicago until 
1928 (and from 1928 to 1947 in 
Croydon!). Judging by the frag- 
ments of head badge J would sug- 
gest this machine was made in 
Syracuse, New York, another popu- 
lar area with typewriter manufactur- 
ers. This would also tie in with the 



















Bernard Williams of the UK is 
still selling machines from his & 
collection. As previously reported in 
Typex, Bernie had a stroke last year 
and after recovering, decided to 
disperse and liquidate his long- 
of typewriters and sewing machines. 

Many had already been sold but 
a list of two typed pages of 
machines with descriptions have 
not. A brief list of some of the 
Prices are in British pounds. 

As of 1-09-2003 the conversion 
rate on the Internet was one pound 
= $1.60 US dollars. A complete list 
can be had by writing to Bernard 
Williams at 80 Manor Rd. Stanton, 


Burton-on-Trent, Staffordshire, 
England DE 15 9SP. His phone is 
01283 565858. 

Sampo very rare £4000 
Edelmann German index £600 
Graphic rare index £5000 
Intemational 5 (Odell) £800 
Postal very good condition £600 
World No 1 index,case £375 
Williams Acadamy £650 
Bennett silver £200 
Junior (Bennett) £225 
Bijou folding £100 
Corona Special £50 


Many toy typewriters, many sewing eS 
machines and other typewriters are 

available. Write to the Typewriter 

Exchange Editor for complete list. 
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The following “poster” stamp ads and the Torpedo ad and Torpedo bicycle “head- 
badge” were sent in by our pal, Peter Weil of DE. You can learn more about these Be 
items by reading Peter's bicycle update story on page 498-99. _ 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 





Typex extends a_ belated 
Happy 70” Wedding Anniversary to 
long-time collector/subscriber 
Arthur North. 

Better known as “old man North” 
to many of his friends, he and his 
wife Evelyn, celebrated 70 years of 
Marriage on June 29, 2002. 

On July 4, 1932 the two eloped, 
and have been together ever since. 

So, when you brag to him about 
how old that antique typewriter you 
just found is...he can reply, “Heck, 
I’ve got a marriage older than that.” 

Art spent most of his life running 
an office equipment business in 
Washington, DC, but has long since 
retired to sunny Florida. 

We wish them all the best. A 
photo of the happy couple follows. 
























<><o << <>< <>< <> <>< coco 
Internationales 
Historische Buerowelt 


Peter Muckermann, the German 
Editor of this newsletter, is seeking new 
members for this international collectors 
club. The club currently has 370 
members worldwide. Their newsletter, 
which is published in black & white, is 
mailed out 11 times a year. 

The newsletter is written in German 
but does contain English summaries. 
Subscriptions/dues are $60 per year. 

You can e-mail Peter for more 
information at: typenkorb@t-online.de 
Visit their website at: http://www ifhb.de 
A free sample will be mailed on request. 


Barbara Lippman has passed away 


According to her son Andrew, Barbara Sheridan Lippman passed 
away on Dec. 16, 2002. She was the wife of renowned typewriter 
collector pioneer, the late Paul Lippman of Hoboken, NJ. 

She reportedly suffered from Parkinson’s disease and this past 
year was forced to move from her home in Hoboken, to an assisted 
living apartment. A few months ago she was injured in a fall. 
Complications set in along with an infection, which eventually led to 
her death. 

She was actively involved in Paul’s collecting, writing, and 
publishing efforts. They were always eager to promote the 
typewriter-collecting hobby, will be sorely missed. 

Typex would like to extend our sympathys to the Lippman family 
and all who knew her. 
<><><><><><>< >< >< ><> <>< >< ><> <>< ><> <>< >< >< ><><><><><> 


Will Davis launches an online newsletter 
targeted at collectors of portable typewriters 


HTTP://www.hometown.aol.com/wdssbn641/page3.htm! 


Will Davis has started an online newsletter for portable typewriter 
collectors. It's available through the Portable Typewriter Forum on 
the Yahoo Groups site. Will says it is published exclusively for 
members of his Portable Typewriter Reference Site. Many topics are 
planned for discussion such as trends,’ findability,” and pricing. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 


“SAVE A BUDDY FUND” UPDATE 


Sixty-three members of the Typex “family” sent in their early 
subscription checks and that allowed Typex to deliver on an earlier 
promise to help raise funds for the Save A Buddy Fund. As the 
reduced copy business check below will testify, $315 was raised and 
sent to Jann Dorothy on November 22, 2002. 

Thanks to all 63 of you, for helping me to help Jann solve a 


difficult problem. 
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Virtual Typewriter Museum is now available 


as an e-book...by Paul Robert 

| have turned the entire website into a streamlined pdf-file. This 
file contains all the pages of the Virtual Typewriter Museum (339 in 
total) as seen on www.typewritermuseum.org, including the full-sized 
photo archives in the library. The advantage is that you can view the 
site offline, without downloading anything. | am making the file 
available on cdrom, the price of which is $15, including shipping. To 
order one you can e-mail Paul Robert at: type@xs4all.nl 
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By Jack Knarr 






The Missing White House Typewriter 


What we have here is a giant mystery, about one of the most 
valuable typewriters in American history. The machine is a 
Remington Standard Model No. 2, bearing serial number 
88,260-- the first ever used in the White House. Simply put: 
Where is it? Does anyone know? It seems to have disappeared. 

The tale of old 88,260 was stumbled upon last year by 
Typex Editor Mike Brown as he dug around the archives of the 
Hagley Museum and Library in Wilmington, DE, and uncovered 
a wonderful stash of intra-company communications from the 
Remington Rand company. 


One file pertained to the acquisition of the White House 
machine by Remington Rand in 1951 from the family of E. 
Frank Tibbott, secretary to President Benjamin Harrison from 
1889-1893. The lead sheet reads: 


ee 5 "FIRST TYPEWRITER 
a Be Se e USED IN THE 
Above picture is E. Frank Tibbott, personal secretary to WHITE HOUSE” 


President Benjamin Harrison (1889-1893). He was the 
original owner of Remington #2 Serial # 88,260. 


"In 1889 Benjamin Harrison took office as President of the United States. It was in this first year of his term that 
the first typewriter, a Remington Standard No. 2, was used in the White House, brought in on the recommendation of 
Mr. E. F. Tibbott and Colonel Halford, personal secretaries to the President. "President Harrison was the first 
President of the United States to send a typewritten message to Congress, and all the President's correspondence was 
written on this early Remington." 

Harrison, a lawyer, army officer and statesman, and the only president who is the grandson of another president 
(William Henry Harrison), lost the general election in 1888, but wound up president, just like today's White House 
occupant, George W. Bush. Harrison received 100,000 fewer popular votes than Grover Cleveland, but had 233 
electoral votes to Cleveland's 168. After an uninspiring term in office during which the compromising Harrison was 
not associated with any important national policy, he was ousted by Cleveland in an 1892 rematch. 

But his term did have some highlights: 


* The first typewriter was used in the White House (which had only one telephone at the time). 

* Alice Sanger was the first female stenographer, and served as secretary to Colonel Halford, 
political secretary to the President. 

* Six states entered the union, ND, SD, MT, ID, WY and WA. 

* Harrison was the first President to attend a major league baseball game. 

* And electric lights were installed in the White House. ("His wife never turned them on because she was 
frightened of the switches," says a C-SPAN Internet site.) 


All the while, stenographer Frank Tibbott was churning out his boss's words and work on that Remington No. 2 
blind writer (a sweet machine to collectors of today who admire its simple yet classic mechanical action, its gold and 
blue pinstriping, its wooden keys). 

At Typex this month, it was too late to locate and publish a copy of an original White House document of the day. 
However, we did secure a photograph of Old 88,260 from Jennifer Capp, curator of The President Benjamin Harrison 
Home in Indianapolis, IN. The office scene is priceless, isn't it? (See cover photo.) Alice Sanger must be on a break; 
her chair is empty. That looks like a young Frank Tibbott in the middle, sitting in the same position as he did as an 
old man (above). Now if we could only locate the machine itself. 

Frank Tibbott died in 1941, and on Oct. 9, his son, David W. Tibbott, first queried Remington Rand's advertising 
firm about the company possibly buying the machine. At the time, David was director of advertising for New England 
Mutual Life Insurance Company in Boston, and as such, recognized the possibility of a good ad campaign when he 
saw one. 
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".(1)t occurred to me that Remington would be 
interested in having the machine which typed every scrap 
of Presidential correspondence over a four-year period a 
half-century ago," he wrote to S.P. Irvin, at Batten, 
Barton, Durstine and Osborn, Inc., (BBDO) in the Rand 
Building in Buffalo. 

"This fact would make an extremely interesting 
comparison with the present-day situation, when a whole 
battery of secretaries is required to handle this work. 

At this particular time, when so much attention is 
focused on the White House, I felt that a most interesting 
sales promotion could be built around this old typewriter. 
If it were handled right, it ought to mean some pages in 
the [Saturday Evening] Post, Life, Collier's, etc., for 
BBDO, and a lot of favorable publicity for Remington.” 

David said the typewriter had great sentimental value 
to him and the Tibbott family. Remington told its 
advertising firm to ask him and his brother Fred to put a 
price on the machine. 

"This is a very difficult thing to do, for the value of 
the machine to Remington Rand is entirely dependent on 
how much they propose to do with it in a promotional 
way,” Dave Tibbott wrote to Stan Irvin at BBDO. 

He said he understood that Remington Rand's 
advertising manager, S. H. Ensinger, "wants to buy a 
thing of this kind just as cheaply as possible. On the 
other hand, if I were sitting in his job, I am inclined to 
think that this is something I would really want to make a 
big fuss about.” 

Tibbott envisioned color ads in all the magazines, 
plus traveling window displays at Remington branches, 
newspaper ads, and so on. 

"In other words, this is one of those opportunities that 
comes along once in a blue moon, where a special 
expenditure of some $30,000 or $40,000 in space would 
be justified," he wrote. "The contrast between the activity 
in the White House fifty years ago and today, presents a 
marvelous chance for some real copy, when you think 
that every single bit of President Harrison's own 
correspondence was banged out on this sturdy old 
Remington.” 

Then ole Dave the ad man put the hammer down: 

"Under the circumstances, I think the charge for the 
typewriter itself should be somewhere in the vicinity of 
the charge for a basic piece of artwork which was bought 
to be used in several ways, as the backbone of a 
particular promotion," he wrote to Irvin. 

"I think there should be some charge also for the idea, 
and the opportunity to make use of the idea. If you went 
out and commissioned Norman Rockwell to do a painting 
which you expected to incorporate in an advertisement as 
well as in window displays, you'd expect to pay him at 
least a couple of thousand dollars for the job, if you 
furnished the idea. 

If he furnished the idea as well as the painting, you'd 
probably pay another fifty per cent, and $3,000, I think, is 
about what the typewriter should be worth if Remington 
Rand is really interested in building a promotion around 
it. I think this figure is perfectly reasonable ... " 

Stan Irvin passed on Tibbott's letter to Remington ad 
manager Ensinger, asking his reaction (and adding, “Why 
don't you specialize in antique typewriters— there would 
be more profit?"). 


A Remington memo on 11/5/41 states, "The attached 
material seems to have excellent promotional 
possibilities. However, the price asked is quite high and 
almost prohibitive ..." Writing on the note adds, "Very 
good. Hold for future.” 

As we know, the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor a 
month later, and most ad campaigns went on the back 
burner in favor of machine gun and tank production for 
the next four years of World War II. 

But Dave Tibbott kept trying. On 2/17/42, he wrote 
directly to Ensinger. He said his brother Fred, a writer, 
had had "a long time between pay days. Very frankly, for 
that reason, because of his wife's sickness, he would like 
to dispose of the typewriter as soon as possible. If you 
will take it now, you may have it for half the original 
price quoted. 

" ... If you are interested, but the price is still a 
deterrent, | shall be ready to pass along any proposal you 
care to make, although my brother feels that he would be 
making a sacrifice in letting the typewriter go for fifteen 
hundred dollars." 

Mr. Ensinger wrote back, saying the wartime ruling 
conceming manufacture of typewriters “has had its 
effects on advertising and publicity thinking. Thus, your 
suggestion along with many others is tabled and my 
personal opinion is that it will be tabled for quite some 
time ... I cannot make any counter offer at this time ..." 

Three years later, Tibbott tried to resurrect the offer. 
Remington asked him to confirm the $1,500 price, but 
now Dave replied saying, "The conditions surrounding 
this offer have completely changed.” He and Fred Tibbott 
now set a $2,000 price. 





Enlargement of the typewriter from cover photo. 


You might have thought Remington would have 
jumped on the idea. But the firm was planning to hype 
"Keyboard Margin Control" during the coming year, and 
Remington official G.W. Fotis wrote Tibbott, " ... we 
cannot honestly justify the purchase of the machine at 
this time. You may rest assured, however, that we shall 
keep in mind for the future a promotion revolving around 
this historical typewriter, and as soon as we see our way 
clear, we shall contact you further.” 

A year later, Dave Tibbott tried again. He wrote Fotis 
that his brother "has had to give up his Bangor 
newspaper job on account of his eyes, and has gone back 
to live on his Maine farm. Needless to say, the farm is 
not a very prolific source of income, and he is looking for 
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ways and means to supplement it in every way possible. 
... If you were to make an offer of a flat thousand dollars 
at this time, I should urge him to accept it." 

But Fotis said sorry, the Keyboard Margin Control 
promotion was in full swing. Maybe after 1947. 

In 1951, Dave Tibbott tried yet again. This time he 
wrote Fotis that his brother's own typewriter "is falling 
apart, and I am reminded that my own old portable is in 
the same condition." Plus his two daughters in college 
needed portables. 

And so (we kid you not), David Tibbott, director of 
advertising for New England Mutual, actually proposed 
to Fotis, "Under the circumstances, if you want to swap 
‘in kind,’ you can have the old typewriter for one standard 
machine and three portables, all of the noiseless variety. 
This oughtn't to hurt your budget very much ... ” 

Finally, Remington Rand, uh, caved in. Remington 
was, of course, getting an historical machine for next to 
nothing. Thanks to World War II, and good old 
Remington tenacity, the Tibbotts had been worn down to 
a nub. 

D.B. Sedgwick, assistant sales promotion manager, 
did ask Tibbott for an affadavit testifying to Old 88,620's 
provenance. He was instructed to deliver the White 
House typewriter to Remington's Boston office where it 
would be reshipped to New York. 

In a staff memo that Tibbott of course would never 
see, Sedgwick told his people, " ... when it is received it 
should be carefully packed, insured for $2,500.00 and 
forwarded to this office ...” 

There you have it, the real worth of 88,620, in 1951, 
was $2,500.00. The price of about two good new cars 
then, right? 

T.F. Fleming notes in a June 26, 1951 intra-company 
communication that plans were afoot to take a picture of 
the machine and run a story about it in an issue of Rem- 
Rand News. Do any of you collectors out there have a 
copy? Notation was also made that typewriters in 
Remington's collection "are made available on loan to 
customers arranging historical or anniversary displays." 

The last comminique shows the machine was in 
possession of Remington's New York sales promotion 
office. Where oh where is it now? 

Typex Editor Mike Brown checked with The 
Smithsonian in Washington; it isn't there. Nor is it at the 
museum in Milwaukee where many rare typewriters are 
warehoused. 

The Remington collection has long been disbursed to 
the winds. Suddenly though I remembered seeing one 
beautiful old machine at the Remington manufacturing 
plant museum at Ilion, NY. Mike and I visited the place 
last year. There was one bicycle, one of this firearm and 
that, and so on. 

We found that Remington had kept only one 
Remington typewriter from its once vast collection. And 
it wasn't the flowery 1876 Centennial model, or an 
1873/4 Sholes & Gliddon foot-pedal model. Was it the 
White House typewriter? It made sense. If Remington 
had kept one typewriter from its collection, wouldn't the 
White House machine have been the one? 

"No," Mike said. "That one was a No. 5. Not a 2." 
Drats. 

Then I thought of another place it might be, The 
President Benjamin Harrison Home in Indianapolis, IN. 


"Yes, there's one old typewriter on the desk in the 
library," said staffer Amanda Lane. 

I asked her to check the name on it. It was an 
Underwood. "It's not a family typewriter,” she said. "It's 
only of the time period." 

I checked with Jim Rauen and Bill Kortsch in 
California. Jim tells a great story of Mark Twain's 
typewriter disappearing. But he didn't know about Old 
88,260. 

Then I checked with Tom Russo in Wilmington, DE, 
who retired from Remington in 1971 as a branch 
manager; he doesn't have The Machine in his wonderful 
office museum in Wilmington, DE, either. "I do have one 
closeby in the 88,000 serial numbers,” he said. 

If there is one Remington expert in the collecting 
community, it is Tom. He actually knows a man who 
worked under Remington's Mr. Sedgway in the early 
Fifties, and he checked with him. No luck. 

We collectors have heard the stories of how the 
wonderful Remington collection was _ scattered 
haphazardly in recent years, and Tom confirmed a most 
heart-wrenching example, where numerous precious 
models were brought out into the company lunchroom at 
the Bluebell, PA plant, in the late Seventies and 
auctioned off to Univac employees. 

"There is a letter somewhere, from Remington to 
Smith-Corona, that tells of Remington loaning some of 
the typewriters in its collection to the Smith-Corona 
museum in Syracuse," Russo recalled. "Smith-Corona 
never returned them, and when Remington went out of 
business, Smith-Corona wound up with them." 

Now Smith-Corona is out of business. And the 
mystery deepens. Perhaps somewhere out there in a 
golden room in the Heartland, Emest Hemingway's real 
typewriter is snugged up next to Samuel Clemens’, and 
Frank Tibbott is transcribing dictation from President 
Harrison on good old No. 88,260. 


Picture of an 1892 calendar featuring a Remington #2 
typewriter. This was the vintage of the missing White House 
typewirter. The calendar is from the former Lippman 
collection and is now owned by Uwe Breker, of Germany. 
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Typewriter Collecting Can Be Fun...on a Budget 
Especially when networking with fellow (generous) collettors...can fill-in the missing pieces... 
by John Ziegenhagen, of Ohio 


(Ed. Note: This story is a great example how collectors can help one another in their collecting efforts. It’s exactly the 
kind of story that we like to share with the readers. Hopefully other readers will send in stories about their trials and 
tribulations in the course of building their collections and the machines themselves.) 


| have been collecting typewriters for several years now, but | am always surprised as to where and when 
| will find my next machine to add to my collection. Recently, a musician friend, who is also an antique 
collector and dealer, informed me that he had purchased a typewriter at an auction. 

At a choir rehearsal one night he asked me if | would be interested in it. Upon inquiring as to its identity, 
he told me that it came in a wooden case, but did not know its name. He said he would bring it to the next 
rehearsal where | could see what it was and buy it for the sum of $45, if | so desired. Of course | could not 
wait until the next rehearsal came around. In the meantime, | was trying to guess what model it could be. 

Since | like Olivers and Smith Premiers, | thought, it may be one of those. But most of those do not come 
in wooden cases. So what, then? | was really surprised when he opened the trunk of his car that evening 
and found a Hammond there. The case was larger than usual with a curved front. inside was a straight 
keyboard Hammond with a larger than usual carriage, over eleven inches in length. Other than that, it 
looked like a Hammond 2. Accordingly to Darryl Rehr’s book, this could be a Hammond 3. Its serial number 
is 79808. It was in poor condition, and covered with grime. Some sort of black liquid had dripped over much 
of the mechanism and had dried there. The wood cover was in several pieces and some of the veneer had 
come loose. Several pieces belonging to the typewriter were found loose inside the case. 

| have been having a lot of fun cleaning the typewriter up and making it presentable. Much time has 
been spent gluing the top cover back together and staining down the wood in areas where there was no 
longer any veneer. The bare wood now looks much the same color as the veneer, so it does not stand out 
so much to the untrained eye. 

Some of the keytops are black and some appear to have white tops fastened over the black ones. | 
would guess all of the keytops were at one time covered with white top overlays. The keyrows are straight 
on this machine, but the wood cover is reminiscent of a curved keyboard model. 

| have spent many hours with a penknife removing the black residue from the machine. Unfortunately, 
one of the ribbon spools was broken. Enter feliow collector Mike Brown, from Pennsylvania. He happened 
to have an extra one from a parts machine on hand, and sent it to me as a “Christmas gift.” Then | 
discovered that one of the keytops was missing and | needed a winding key assembly. Enter another 
generous fellow collector, named Berkeley Rice of New York. He had learned of my dilemma and sent me a 
“Christmas” present that consisted of one Hammond keytop and a winding key assembly. Next | realized 
the decal for the celluloid namepiate was totally faded away. The next thing | know, Paul Robert of the 
Netherlands tells me that he has replacements for a “Christmas” price of only $10. 

This machine is not a museum piece, but it has become very special to me. Especially, because all the 
good people who were kind enough to help me with my restoration project are fellow collectors. 

Just think...1 buy it from a good friend who knows how much | care about typewriters. A good friend 
sends me a needed ribbon spool. Yet another collector, who doesn’t even know me sends a keytop and 
carriage tensioning mechanism for free. And then a guy from halfway around the world, in the Netherlands 
tells me how to get my decal at a very reasonable price. Like | said...there are some great people in this 
hobby. It’s a lot more then just the typewriters themselves. It is the people, too, that make this hobby so 
worthwhile. 

| would appreciate any information | could find about this typewriter. Contact me at: John Ziegenhagen, 
1129 Lexington Ave., Fairborn, Ohio 45324. My phone is: (937) 879-0268. Email is: ziegenja@yahoo.com. 





Do Your Homework. .. Good advice from Gary Bothe of Florida 


Not a bad idea! | decided to treat myself to a couple of Christmas gifts of my own choosing. The first 
thing | got was a neat hand-held staple-free paper fastener. 

The thing punches a triangular hole through the papers, leaving one side of the triangle attached. At the 
same time, it cuts a slit through the papers behind the attached side of the triangle, bends the triangle flap 
down and around, and tucks the point of it up through the slit, securing the pages to each other. All in one 
quick squeeze of the handie—-darndest thing you ever saw. A colleague of mine at work has one, and | just 
had to have one too. Got it on eBay. 

Now here's the moral lesson: always do your homework first. | didn’t. Just found a couple of them on 
eBay. Then | found out what seemed to be the “going price,” and did some bidding. My colleague’s device 
is a “Bump” brand fastener, and the one | got was a “Chadwick.” 

His was old (Bump started making them around 1910), so | figured mine would be old too. Well, | don’t 
know exactly how oid it is...but I'll bet it is not an antique. It is pretty shiny looking and had “Japan” stamped 
into it. Oh weil. -get into a new area in a hurry and that’s what happens. 

I'm still happy with it, going around the house looking for papers that need fastening...though | probably 
paid too much. 
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From Around the Network 

Another fantastic issue! The typewriters and bicycles 
story is well researched and illustrated, and is sheer fun. 
Peter Weil, DE 

Hooray, Mike! Another great issue of Typex just 
arrived on a Saturday afternoon while I’m at the office 
marrying folks. in between brides and grooms saying, “i 
pp Tenn ag ag gh rte ol 
cover. Great story on the link between pi oma 
typing—who knew? And thanks for publishing J 
Sek and vey erllh cnunnracicrion temas at a 
Rauen’s, Wish more of you could have been there. Jim's 
collection is truly awesome. Thanks for keeping up the 
good work with Typex; my renewal check is in the mail. 
Best regards, Lin Lewis, SC 

BRAVO, Mike!! An excellent issue. Your article on the 
typewriter-bicycle connection was fascinating. | had no 
idea so MANY manufacturers were into the joint venture— 
| knew of only Adler. Lynda Beckler,CA 

| know! 1! should have typed my note to you on an 
antique typewriter. Sorry about that! David Proper, NH 

1 am enjoying this issue as usual. It's amazing how 
many other products Remington made in the 1800s 
beside bicycles. Thanks for covering our meeting—we 
really did have a great time. Jim Rauen, CA 

Thanks for doing Typex. You do a nice job. Regards, 
Larry Wilheim, TX 

| got my Typex over the weekend. It's great! | have 
been keeping all my past issues in a big ringed 
notebook....[this) is like creating a whole new book about 
typewriters in itself. The only difference is that it’s an 
ongoing project and there’s no final chapter in this book— 
hopefully, it will be a loooooooceng time before that 
happens. Ben Pimentei, MD 

Thanks for another year of your super informative 
Typex. It sure helps when | am out there hunting in the 
markets and malls. Thanks, Mark Taff, CA 

Why, oh why do | live in Australia—my Typex doesn't 
arrive until next week! Bruce Beard, Australia 

| always look for the Typewriter Exchange and I’m so 
grateful that you have the dedication to continue it. John 
Lewis, NM 

Another great issue arrived today. | had time only for a 
couple of pages...but then | couldn't stop until | read it all. 
Great article on the bicycle—typewriter connection. Rob 
Blickensderfer, OR 

Mike thanks for the latest newsletter. As usual, it is full 
of interesting articles. | appreciate all the hard work you 
do to make this a quality newsletter. Take care, John 
Ziegenhagen, OH 

Just received Typex and am looking forward to some 
enjoyable reading. Here’s my check for another 
enlightening year of Typex. Frank Lindauer, GA 

Received the new issue yesterday...iet me tell you that 
| am really fascinated by the work and research you did 
for the cover story. | really can’t imagine how | could get 
to know such weird things without your help! Thanks for 
expanding my knowledge on our great hobby! Your 
friend, Flavio Mantelli, Italy 

| really do enjoy your publication...keep up the good 
work. Very generous of you to use Typex as a way to help 
Jann [Dorothy]. Phil Garr, Wi 

Michael, | am going to Shul [a Jewish Temple] to say a 
prayer to keep you well. if you're well, Typewriter 
Exchange will also be well. It’s a great publication and 
when | get it... read it 98 times. Al Abramowitz, MD 

| have enjoyed your publication over the years and 
appreciate all the hard work that goes into this labor of 
love. Pam McVeigh, Mi 

Thank you for your continued efforts in putting 
together, and getting out this fine typewriter journal. ! 
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always enjoy receiving it with a cup of coffee...what could 
be better! Martin Howard, Canada 

Hi Mike! Keep up the good work! Jerry Fair, MN 

Thank you Mike Brown!—What a great idea!!! [The fact 
that Typex is helping with the “Buddy Fund’] Ernie 
Jorgenson, ID 

Mike, Thanks again! Jann Dorothy, CA 

| hope my check arrives in time for the Jann’s Fund. 
Thank you for your continued efforts in producing Typex. | 
always look forward to the next issue. It's a joy to say 
hello to my fellow collectors out there, both old and new. 
This is a conglomeration of the coolest folks on the planet. 
Bruce Boyd, PA 

| am very interested in acquiring your book: Antique 
Check Writers from A to Z. William Bevan, NV 

I've included $5 for “SABF.” Publication is excellent. 
Tom Russo's new typewriter book is also excellent. 
Robert Ruddell, NY 

Mike, your correcting of my ad for ribbon spool covers 
was above and beyond the call of duty. Thanks, Rob 
Blickensderfer, OR 

| have enjoyed reading the articles during the past 
year, some of which have revealed a bit more about the 
characters involved in the manufacture of the machines. 
Nick Fisher, UK 

The last issue is just wonderful, as usual, Fernando 
Costa, Brazil, S.A. 
89 8S PSP IPOOOIPEOC 


Welcome new members... 


Luis Arias Jr., PR Justin Schweitzer, NY 
Patsy Carmack, WA Jon Segen, NY 

Jerry Fair, MN Frank Barrett, CO 
Fenn Folsom, FL Shannon Johnson, SD 
Luis Pernia, AL Doug Goransson, MA 
John Shoulders, TX Don Holt, iL 

Victor Viasak, WI Eddie Wells, VA 


Jos Legrand, Netherlands Reinmar Wochinz, Germany 
Jane Fuerstenau, Alaska (A double welcome to our first- 
ever member from Alaska) 

<><><>< ><> <> <>< <>< coco doco doco < 


BUY, SELL & SWAP 

FOR SALE: Lots of books and instruction and repair 
manuals and pamphlets for many different typewriters and 
adding machines. Some other office equipment as well. 
Contact Ernie Jorgenson for a catalog of his inventory at 
1740 Birch Ave., Lewiston, idaho, 83501. His phone is: 
(208) 746-8325 or fax at (208) 798-0416. 
Email at: ejorgens@lewiston.com 
Website at: hitp://users.lewiston.com/ejorgens 

WANTED: Parts for a Merritt typewriter. The wood 
base, the index-part and the indicator-piece. Also seeking 
a Munson in any condition, but must be complete. 
Contact Jos Parvin 9 Redemptielaan 35 B, 6213 JC 
Maastricht, Netherlands 


<><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 


NEW FINDS 
Frank Lindauer, GA recently added a Climax No. 3 pencil 


sharpener. 

Ron Babb, WA was happy to add a Bennett to his 
collection, but found out that one of the clips that hold the 
ribbon on—is missing. Can anyone help him? 

Martin Howard of Canada told me it has been a while 
ago, and that he was able to add three good one’s: a 
Densmore No.1, a Franklin (model 2), and an Oliver No 2 
(nickel-piated). Check his new web-site at: 
www.antiquety pewriters.com 

Shannon Johnson, of SD, reports finding three portable 
typewriters; a black Corona 4 with gold panels, an 
Olympia deluxe, and a rare Cole Vanguard. 
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NOTES FROM 
THE EDITOR 








Hi all! Here’s the latest scoop. 
I’ve been quite busy renewing 
all the subscriptions for 2003. 

The good news is that they are 
up from 2002 and we welcome 
all the new readers. 

As you will see in this issue, 
my new book titled Typewriter 
Row is near completion. 

It has been a lot of work to put it all together and | hope that 
many of you will get to see it, and benefit from the fruits of my 
labor. 

Also in this issue you will see that the cover story from last 
issue has taken some new twists and turns. Stay tuned! 

Additionally, Les Owen and Fritz Niemann are planning an 
international convention in England this October. The details are 
in this issue and | urge any of you that can make it there to do 
so. If any of you are planning any other national, regional or 
local get-togethers, please write us with the details. We would 
love to help you promote these and I’m sure the readers like 
knowing this information. 


9 POOP OOPS SOES> 


News from Overseas: by Les Owen, England 

Collectors are looking forward to the next Breker auction on 
May 24, (catalogue information at www.Breker.com or e-mail: 
Auction@Breker.com ). Don’t forget the post auction where 
there is "bring and buy” at the tennis club. Here you can chat 
amongst old friends and /or make new ones. There is usually a 
lot of buying and selling that takes place at this venue. 

Almost immediately after on June 7 is the bi-annual meeting 
of the Swiss Collectors Club, in memory of Curt Herzstark. This 
is a very well attended meeting in a beautiful location. Get 
information from Andre Hunzicker telephone 0041 31 921 47 
28, or fax 004231 921 90 88. His mail address is Fischrain 68, 
CH-3063 Ittigen, Switzerland. 

The on Oct 18 and 19 there will be an_ international 
collectors meeting at the premises of the Landbee Collection in 
England, hosted by Fritz Niemann and me. 

This is the first collector meeting to be held in the UK for 
some considerable time. While we cannot compete with the 
beautiful Liechtenstein scenery we will certainly be extending a 
hearty welcome and great hospitality to our visitors. 

There will be a lot of socializing and many machines to see 
and buy from other collectors and < dealers. 

immediately prior to the 18” is the massive Swinderby 
antique fair and immediately afterwards is the even bigger 
Newark Fair. 

Both are only two hours drive away from Landbee. If you 
come you will enjoy three events for the price of one travel 
expense. 

Come and join us. Fly American Air to Manchester, and we 
will pick you up at the airport. For more information e-mail Fritz 
Niemann at info@galerie-alte-technikde or Les Owen 
lo@landbee.demon.co.uk 
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Online 





Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


The volume of online typewriter auctions seemed to drop since the 
war with Iraq began to unfold. Typically, an eBay search for a title 
containing the word “typewriter” would yield 1300+ results. With 
the onset of the war, this volume temporarily dropped to below 1000 
and as of this writing, hovers at about 1000. Also missing are some 
of the high prices of years past, which now translates into bargains 
for collectors willing to take the plunge. 


@we baywatch...recent eBay auction highlights. 


Victor Index. $ 2,716 


Hammond | straightkeyboard_—“—‘“C;*wCSCSCSCSC~CC2 24 
Fay-Sholes (restored) 2,050 
Golden Rule Type Writer 1,724 
Lambert #1 with case 1,525 
Munson 3 1,501 

Odell 1 1,430 
Stenograph (Bartholomew) 1,250 
International No.5 Index 1,150 
Chicago (mint condition) 1,125 
American Visible (1893) 899 
Hammond | (Curved — poor condition) 760 
Postal 5 600 
Chicago 521 

Pittsburg Visible 10 431 

Royal Barlock 10 406 
Imperial-B 399 
Smith Premier 1 331 

Dactyle 8 (Blickensderfer) 305 
Scripta (MW), 300 
Underwood Portable / Dvorak keyboard 261 

Blickensderfer #5 (case & accessories) 256 
Hammond Multiplex 255 
Blickensderfer 5 with case 2S 
American Index, 205 
Underwood 5 (mint) 193 
Bennett 182 
Underwood 3 178 
Standard Folding 150 
Oliver 9 135 
Olivetti Valentine 120 
Caligraph 2 (needs some work) —“‘“‘CS™S™SC™*™C™C~C™C™C 
Corona 3 Folding 102 
Gundka MW (mint cond.,w/board, lid & instruction book) 101 
Blickensderfer / Aluminum Featherweight 86 


Underwood No. 5 — A recent search of completed Underwood No. 5 
typewriter auctions on eBay revealed the following: Twelve 
Underwood 5s were listed with eleven reaching their reserve and 
selling from $9 - $100. A mint condition U5 complete with wood 
base and tin lid sold for only $31, a great buy. The Model 5 that went 
unsold had an opening bid of $400, and failed to attract any interest. 
There were also six Underwood No. 3s with four reaching their 
reserves at prices ranging from $25 - $178. Two remained unsold, 
most likely because of their generally poor condition. Lastly, a 
restored Underwood No.1 sold for the sum of $1,250. In conclusion, 
Underwood prices vary and collectors should keep a lookout for 
bargains that may slip through the cracks. When it comes to buying 
Underwoods, condition should be an important consideration. 
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by Tony Casillo 


—Fee changes at eBay... On March 4" eBay made some changes to 
their fee structure. Most notable are the fees charged for reserve price 
auctions. Reserve price auctions with reserves from $25 to $99.99 will 
be charged a $1 fee. Auctions with reserves above $100 will pay 1 
percent of the reserve price with a maximum of $100. These fees will 
be refunded if the reserves are met. This new price change may limit 
the unrealistically high reserves we have seen on some auctions. 
Additionally, the fee for bold auction listings has been reduced from $2 
to $1. 
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The Underwood Typewriter Page was created by Joan Sales and 
officially went online in June, 2000 (Joan is John, translated from 
Catalan, a language spoken in the northeast of Spain). Joan, who is 
44, has been fascinated with typewriters since the age of nine, when 
he learned to touch type using a cardboard keyboard he created. 
When he proved to his parents that he could type, they purchased an 
Olivetti typewriter for him. He became interested in early typewriters 
in the 1980s and in 2000, Joan purchased an Underwood typewriter 
on eBay. With that purchase, Joan realized that there wasn’t an 
internet site where information about Underwoods could be collected 
and distributed. So, in that spirit, the Underwood Typewriter Page 
began. 


On the UTP, a visitor will find information about serial numbers, 
production statistics, a detailed guide to repairing and adjusting them, 
as well as other resources for anyone needing information about their 
Underwood typewriter. The Underwood site is a excellent resource as 
well as a fun site and I recommend it highly. 


Coming next issue: 








TYPEWRITER MYSTERY PUZZLE o 


Typewriter mystery puzzle. For Elite (12-pitch), or machines with 90 or more spaces. Keep the shift lock down. 
Answer will appear in the next issue. Sp=space bar. The image produced is something that you hope does not 
appear suddenly in front of your vehicle as you drive down the highway. 


1. 23sp, 1$ 17 4sp, 4$, 19sp, 24$, 3sp, 2$, 21sp, 12$ 

2. 22sp, 2$, 1sp, 1$, 10sp, 1$ 18 3sp, 4$, 20sp, 30$, 22sp, 8$ 

3. 22sp, 3$, 8sp, 1$, 1sp, 2$ 19 4sp, 6$, 16sp, 19$, 2sp, 5$, Ssp, 2$, 16sp, 135 
4. 23sp, 2$, 8sp, 3$ 20 2sp, 7$, 15sp, 13$, 10sp, 9$, 3sp, 2$, 17sp, 8$ 
5. 23sp, 1$, 9sp, 2$, 2sp, 1$ 21 12$,9sp, 3$, 3sp, 6$, 15sp, 2$, 6sp, 2$, 16sp,15$ 
6. 23 sp, 1$, 1sp, 1$, 6sp, 2$, 1sp, 2$ 22 3sp, 5$, 12sp, 1$, S5sp, 5$, 27sp, 1$, 22sp, 2$ 

7. 22sp, 1$, isp, 1$, 6sp, 2$ 23 1sp, 10$, 9sp, 1$, 3sp, 3$, 32sp, 1$, 21sp, 2$ 

8. 25sp, 1$, isp, 2$, 1sp, 2$ 24 12$, 7sp, 2$, 2sp, 2$, 34sp, 2$, 20sp, 2$, 2sp, 5$ 
9. 22sp, 13$ 25 2sp, 9$, 11sp, 1$, 40sp, 22$ 

10. 23sp, 11$, 50sp, 1$ 26 isp, 9$, 10sp, 2$, 28sp, 13$ 

11. 26sp, 5$, 22sp, 2$, 28sp, 2$ 27 12$, 7sp, 1$, 16sp, 14$ 

12. 26sp, 5$, 21sp, 2$, 27sp, 5$ 28 5sp, 2$, 11sp, 1$, 6sp, 11$ 

13. 27sp, 3$, 21sp, 3$, 28sp, 4$ 29 5sp, 2$, 13sp, 5$ 

14. 28sp, 3$, 13sp, 4$, 2sp, 2$, 28sp, 8$ 30 5sp, 2$, 5sp, 8 

15. 28sp, 4$, 3sp, 16$, 30sp, 6$ 31 4sp, 8$ 

16. 5sp, 1$, 22sp, 24$, 26sp, 8$ 32 4$ 


SPM MOSM SS SOMO SSS SSS SSS 9 SP SFP OP OPSOPMIOLS 


SAMPO SURVEY UPDATE 


Below is an update to the Sampo Survey published in the May 2002 issue of Typex. Fernando s 
Costa and Flavio Mantelli contributed this updated information and we thank them. 
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TYPEWRITER ROW: 


Sales offices on Lower Broadway 
By Mike Brown 


This is something that has never been done 
before. 

It all started about five years ago while | was 
doing research at the Philadelphia public library. 

When | first started collecting | was confused. 
Most ali the sales brochures | saw would list 300 
and something Broadway as the company address. 
So naturally | thought that is where most typewriters 
were manufactured. It was only later that | fully 
understood that these were mainly sales offices 
and that most all the manufacturing was done 
elsewhere. 

There are exceptions though. Many of you 
might not know that the Postal was manufactured at 
45 Cliff St. near Fulton from 1902-04. This address 
is right near Broadway and | visited that location on 
one of my trips. Sadly the original building has long 
since been replaced with a modern one and is now 
occupied by a Foot Locker Shoe Store. 

Anyway, while doing research | stumbled upon 
an ad in the December 1906 issue of Office 
Appliances. The ad was for a company called 
Wholesale Typewriter Co. which claimed to be “In 
the Heart of the Typewriter District.” In other words, 
“TYPEWRITER ROW.” See reduced copy below. 
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| immediately labeled it a treasure map and 
became curious to know if any of the old typewriter 
sales offices were still there. 

In the ad, it showed streets that ran from Park 
Place to Leonard St. in Lower Manhattan. And on 
the little street map it showed the location of such 
companies as Blickensderfer, Underwood, Yost, 
Royal, Fay-Sholes, Columbia Bar Lock, L.C. Smith, 
Oliver, Sun, Stearns, Monarch, Remington, Fisher, 
Wellington, Smith-Premier, Densmore, and New 
Century. The map shows where they were located 
in 1906. 

1 thought it would be fun to visit there and see 
just what it looked like for myself. However, being 
the obsessive-compulsive person that | am...| 
thought....NO...that just would not be thorough 
enough. 

So | decided that | would visit the area several 
times over a two or three year period. 

On my first visit in 2001, | began by walking the 
six or eight block run from 11 P.M. to 5 A.M. During 
this time, | tried to locate the buildings on the map 
and make sense of all the exact addresses. Keep in 
mind that many of the original buildings have been 
torn down, and are now the home to large 
skyscrapers and other newer buildings. 

When the moming came, | would take some 
photos of the buildings | was able to confirm. 

Upon my retum home many more questions 
would arise and | began to add more dates and 
locations to my list of places to visit. 

| got the idea that if | could check more old 
letterheads, history books, city directories, and old 
ads; | could greatly expand my search for the 
locations of more companies and the addresses 
that they called home. 

After many more hours of research, | realized 
that | had much more work to do on Broadway. 

So on my next trip in 2002, | decided to walk all 
night again from about 9 P.M. to 6 A.M. 

During this visit, | decided to draw my own map 
and try to record every address from below Rector 
St. all the way past White St. Those addresses run 
from 100 or less to 376. Walking both sides of the 
street | made drawings and notations as to what 
type of building was at a given location and whether 
or not it was a modern building or appeared to be 
very old. | also noted what company was located at 
each location as of the date | visited. | also noted 
how many stories (height) and any unique features 
each building had. All this data would become very 
useful to me on future visits and while | was home 
trying to make sense out of any photos | could 
locate. (More about that later.) 

As time passed | kept adding to my list of known 
locations until finally | found it necessary to put all 
the dates into a spreadsheet that consumed four 
full pages or about 150 different entries. 

In addition to the company name and the street 
address, | tried to determine the date or dates that 
the company was at that particular location. | also 
noted on the spreadsheet if the original building 
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was still there or if it had been replaced by a newer 
building. (Roughly about 40% of the original 
buildings are still standing.) 

| then added the name of the company that 
occupied each given space at the time | was doing 
the research. Additionally | made note of whether or 
not | had a photo(s) of each particular location and 
the date(s) of each photo. 

One of the things | learned on the very first trip 
was just how close to Ground Zero the Typewriter 
Row buildings are located. In most cases, they are 
just a few blocks away. 

In one case (the Underwood Building at 30 
Vesey St.) is located right on the perimeter of the 
Ground Zero site. Lucky for us it sustained no 
damage during the 9/11 catastrophe. 

Some of the buildings | found that are still 
standing are the one | just mentioned at 30 Vesey 
St. (See picture on cover.) Additionally the 
Remington offices at 325-27 Broadway are still 
standing and recently declared historic landmarks 
in 2002. This includes the old Fisher Company at 
329 Broadway. See reduced picture below. 








Bennett and Royal were located in 364 


Broadway, and that still stands as well. See picture 


below. 





The Sun index and Monarch office was at 319 
Broadway and that beautiful ornate building is as 
proud looking today as it was 100 or so years ago. 
Commercial Visible was located in the Broadway- 
Chambers building at 277 Broadway. Not only is it 
still there but it is also a historic landmark. 

Among the ones that are just not there anymore 
include, Oliver at 310 Broadway. That building is 
now Javit’s Federal office building. Blickensderfer at 
240 is gone now as well as 252 which is where the 
Crown was located. Interestingly at 317, the old 
home of Williams, Jewett, Stearns, Manhattan, and 
Webster Ribbon, has been replaced with a modern 
McDonalds restaurant. How's that for strange 
bedfellows? See photo below. 










































On one of my trips, | spent some time exploring 
addresses that were off Broadway. This consumed 
a lot of time because some are way off Broadway. 
For example, | went to 69"-70" Sts. and the East 
River which is where the Hammond factory was 


located for a number of years. It’s all gone 
now...replaced by the Presbyterian Hospital 
complex. 

| checked some other spots that were closer by 
Broadway, but almost all the original buildings are 
gone now. One such spot was 97 Worth St. That's 
where Junior (Bennett style) typewriter was in 1907. 
Now it’s Icon 24 hour Parking Lot. 

Another spot | checked was 812-14 Greenwich 
St. Back in 1907-08, it was home to Victor 
(typebar). But now it is a furniture store in a fairly 
modern building. 

It may interest you to know that on a trip | made 
in March 2003 the Homeland Security code had 
been raised to orange due to the war in Iraq. 

During this overnight visit | was amazed at the 
level of security in the Ground Zero and Wall St. 
area. As | walked the streets it seemed that every 
third car | encountered was some type of law 
enforcement. | saw marked and unmarked 
vehicles, and bomb-sniffing dogs. And | saw 
uniformed officers walking the streets at night 
armed with AR-15 assault rifles. 

At one point | nearly got arrested because | must 
have looked suspicious as | was taking photos of 
buildings right next to a bomb checkpoint. (Of 
course | did not know it was a bomb checkpoint at 
. the time.) 

Anyway, after several more trips | decided that 
more photos would be needed to tell this here-to- 
fore untold story. Luckily, | had some pictures from 
the 1906 Office Appliances magazine and a few 
other sources, including the modern photos that | 
had taken. Unfortunately, | wanted some better old 
shots so | kept on searching. Eventually | found 
Brian Merlis, an historian from Long Island, who 
had some quality photos from the 1910-15 era and 
he was willing to sell me the ones | needed. Some 
of these photos are quite rare today. 

After six years had passed and at least six trips 
to Lower Manhattan, | figured | had amassed more 
information on this subject than had ever been 
assembled. So as the project developed | decided 
that maybe a lot of other collectors were as curious 
as | was about what ever happened to all these 
buildings and what they looked like now. 

So | decided to make all this information into a 
book about 45-50 pages in length. In it, you will see 
the four-page spreadsheet and read a “Walking 
Tour of Lower Broadway.” | am also including many 
black & white and color photos and trying to “paint” 
a picture of what it was like to be there back in the 
day. 

All this work was really a lot of fun. And | thought 
by offering it to other collectors it would serve three 
purposes. 
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First it would make available the four-page 
spreadsheet showing most of the addresses of the 
old typewriter offices and the years that they spent 
there. That's not something that one can find in any 
history book. 

My second goal was to create a walking guide 
tour book so that any collector who can visit the 
area could bring with them my book and use it as a 
guide to learn more about typewriter history. By 
using my guide | would save collectors the literally 
hundreds of hours it took me to unravel and make 
sense out of all the buildings. 

Thirdly, | realized that many of these dedicated 
collectors live very far from Manhattan and may 
never get to visit there. In this case, they can buy 
the book and follow the text and pictures and get 
the feeling of actually being there. At least that’s 
what my hope is. 

The book is almost complete and should be 
available for shipping soon. 

The book is a soft cover, self-published work 
done on 8 1/2 X 11” bright white paper and spiral 
bound. Only a limited amount of copies will be 
printed. If you have any interest in acquiring this 
item, please fill out the enclosed order form (yellow 
half-sheet enclosed) and mail it with your payment. 


Make checks payable to Michael A. Brown at 
P.O. Box 52607, Philadelphia, PA 19115. Cost is 
$20 U.S. funds plus $3 postage for U.S. and 
Canada. Overseas postage is $7. Please include 
your mailing address. THANK YOU! 
FS OOOO OIPOOOPNOON 


Williams’ ad below from 1896 prominently shows their 
address as 253 Broadway. 





PROVED SUPERIOR |! 12 
Visible Writing — Direct Inking ~ 
MAKE, PERFECT WORK. 


At the Annual Competition held on the 4th October, 1896, under 
the auspices of the Syndicat des Dactylographes de Belgique, at 
Brussels, Mons. Campion won the first prize for speed, using a 

le. 


Williams Typewriter. All the leading machines were used. Mil 

Berger won the 4th prize for speed on the Williams. For best work 

the rst, 2d, and 3d prizes were also won on the Williams machine. | 
. For free catalogue, address = ‘ 


THE WILLIAMS TYPEWRITER CO. 
253 Broadway, New-York... 4 | 
Chicago, 152 La Salle St. », .. , 23, Euclid Ave.icg . 
Boston, 147 Washington St. - Dallas, 283 Main St. ~ 
Francisco, 508 Clay St... Denver, 321 Sixteenth Sc-~_ | 
Atlanta, 15 Peachtree St. _. Philadel i, xorg Market St. 
London, 104 Newgate St. - . Montreal, 200 Mountain St. 4 





A new price booklet 


By Peter Maslowski 

For those seeking price guidance other than e- 
Bay or guidebooks, there is now an updated 
version of the Breker Auction results. 

Peter Maslowski from Minchen, Germany 
produces this. Based on 16 years of auctions from 
1987 to 2002, it lists 4,800 typewriter prices. 

This is a very useful booklet, which cost $15. It 
can be purchased directly from Peter. His e-mail 
address is: pmasiowski@eberle-systeme.de 

His snail mail address is: Schleissheimerstr 186 
MOnchen, Germany 80797 

He has a similar booklet showing 3,700 
calculator prices over the same period and this is 
also priced $15 and contains English explanations. 


<> <>< <> <> <> <>< <> <>< co< 


New Book Due Out 


By Michael A. Brown 


A new book is due out soon. After six 
years of research my newest project is coming 
to fruition. The title is: TYPEWRITER 
ROW...A walking tour of Lower Broadway. 

You can read about the scope and content 
of the project by reading the cover story in this 
issue. 

But if you want the full Monte, you'll have to 
order the book. Cost is $20 plus $3 postage 
for North America. Overseas postage is $7. 


» Did you ever wonder where all the typewriter 
sales offices were located? 


» Can you even imagine taking a walking tour of 
the whole lower Broadway and seeing (and feeling) 
just what it was like to be on Typewriter Row? 


» Have you ever thought about what those original 
buildings looked like? 


» Aren’t you curious to know if any of them are still 
there...and what they looked like then...and now? 


» Wouldn't it be great if you could look at a four- 
page spreadsheet and see just what companies 
where in and around Broadway and what years 
they were there from? 


» Ever dream of being transported in a time 
machine, back to 1910 to get a feel of what it was 
like to be in and around the old typewriter sales 
offices? 


WELL NOW YOU CAN! 
Fill out the order form for my new book and mail it 


in today. Published quantities will be limited so 
sales are on a first come first served basis. 






CURED BY A TYPEWRITER 


Ed. note: The following story was found in an old 
trade journal dated 1907. 


There is one young businessman in this town 
who has been cured of drinking by a novel method. 
He is a bright, entertaining fellow, and he and his 
partner had a thriving mercantile business. But 
Smith-—-l call him Smith, because his name is 
something else---let the good fellow habit get too 
strong a hold upon him, with the result that 
business fell off. The office force was reduced, and 
the stenographer was let go, as Smith was an 
expert on the typewriter. 


Things went from bad to worse. Smith’s partner 
tried to hold him in check, but it was no use. At last, 
a brilliant idea came to the partner. Smith had been 
on a three-day spree, doing a little work in the 
momings—-and very shaky mornings they were--- 
and devoting the afternoons and evenings to 
enriching the saloons along the line. On the fourth 
moming, before Smith arrived, his partner had a 
typewriter repairer in the office for half an hour, and 
the way was paved for Smith’s reform. 


Smith arrived at half past nine, looking very 
wobbly. He opened some mail, then sat down to the 
typewriter to write a letter. He lit a cigarette, took a 
puff, laid it down, and looked at it in disgust. Then 
he pulled himself together, rubbed his head, 
shuddered, and started to work. 


He had got the “Dear Sir’ written, when, 
glancing at the date line, he saw that something 
was wrong with it. “San Francisco” had turned itself 
into “Jenkikfkotmi.” “Dear Sir’ read “Pukl JkI.” He 
looked again. He tipped his head to one side and 
squinted at the words. He passed his hand over his 
eyes, closed them a moment, then took another 
look. He glanced around the office, but no one was 
observing him. 


He evidently decided to ignore the illusion, and 
furiously pounded out the first line of his letter. Then 
cautiously, carefully, with bated breath, he lifted the 
carriage and looked. It was a wild, incoherent 
jumble. Hastily grabbing his hat, he fled from the 
office. He took a car to the waters of the bay, 
thinking part of the time of how inviting and 
motherly they looked. Then, with a big vow 
registered, he started for the office. 


Meanwhile the typewriter repairer had been 
busy resoldering the type back onto their right bars, 
and the partner had written what Smith had 
intended to write and left it in the machine. And 
when Smith hesitatingly sat down to the machine, 
and looked cautiously at what had been written, he 
heaved a big sigh of relief. 


Smith is now a good man instead of a good 
fellow! 


MORAL OF THE STORY: Do not drink and 
type, OR: Beware of sneaky partners! 
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Color Page: 
Our pal Peter Weil of 
Delaware supplied this page. 
He is always sending 
great items for Typex to use 
and this one is no exception. 
This undated promotional 
piece looks to be from the 
30s and shows a Remington 
blind-writer on a _ nice 
wooden desk. 
| have taken the liberty of 
titling it: 
SITTING PRETTY 




















A Gathering of Collectors in NY 
January 2003...By Lin Lewis 


It began innocently enough. Paul Robert 
mentioned idly to several Internet chat list friends 
that he would be in New York City on a layover in 
January. Being European and thinking that all parts 
of the U.S. are within a two-hour drive, he said it 
might be nice if some of us could get together for 
dinner. So we did. Fourteen of us, to be exact. 


These mini-conventions seem to be working well. 
The locals directed us to a central hotel where one 
call to the manager gave us a special rate. Another 
local or two found some attractions we could enjoy, 
such as the huge pier antiques show. Steve 
Maloney suggested a place to gather for dinner 
Saturday night (Hop Kee in Chinatown), and the 
big draw was a peek at Tony Casillo’s wonderful 
collection on nearby Long Island. 


Most of us arrived on Friday afternoon at the hotel 
in New York (near JFK airport) where Tony met us 
and took us to his home for appetizers and a tour 
of his museum. Roy Singer joined us there. 


Tony's wife Linda, daughter Victoria, and son 
Blaise made us feel welcome. They fed us 
wonderfully so we. would not be hungry before we 


got to dinner, and we spent hours looking at 
machines many of us had never thought we would 
see. 


Victoria shared her budding antique toy collection 
with me; she has the makings of a true collector. 
Then we were off to an ltalian restaurant on Long 
Island, and eventually back to the hotel. 


On Saturday, most of us went to the antiques show 
in the morning, and then split off into groups for 
sightseeing and shopping. By 6 p.m., we all had 
gathered in Chinatown for dinner where we were 
joined by Don Sutherland. Sunday we went home 
with wonderful memories, new friends in our 
Rolodexes, and lots of souvenirs. We all talked 
typewriters, visited, ate, drank, and were merry for 
a really wonderful weekend. 


A group photo is shown below. Front row from left 
are Jason (Mike’s son), Lin Lewis, Angie Jimenez, 
Jay Respler and Corny Weil. Back row from left is 
Michael A. Brown, Tony Casillo, Oliver Indermaur, 
Bruce Boyd, Peter Weil, and Paul Robert. Not 
pictured are Don Sutherland, Steve Maloney and 
Roy Singer. 














Above and below are two great photos. Our pal Femando Costa, of Brazil sent in the 
one above. The photo shows his pal and fellow typewriter collector Ronaldo de Oliveria, 
also of Brazil. The caption says he is “cleaning” one of his typewriters, but it looks to me 
like he took his whole Hammond all apart. 

Below is the photo that | promised you from the last issue. It shows our pals Fritz 
Niemann (left), and Les Owen (right) examining the Wheatstone typewriter. 
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L. to R. above: Michael Conforti, Bob Aubert, 
Les Owen, Peter Weil, and Mike Brown (not 
pictured). 


PHILADELPHIA MINI- MEETING 


A successful mini-typewriter meeting was 
held February 13, at the Radisson Hotel in 
center city Philadelphia. 

In attendance were five dedicated collectors, 
some old, some new, all knowledgeable, and 
fun. 

Included in the mix was Les Owen of 
England, Peter Weil of DE, Michael Conforti of 
NJ, Bob Aubert of NJ, and Mike Brown of PA. 

Jack Knarr and Roy Singer were hoping to 
make it but could not be there. (Sorry 
guys...you missed a fun evening.) 

An enjoyable evening and some good food 
and wine (thanks Mike C.) were had by all, and 
| would like to personally thank each one for 
attending. 

We talked a lotta typewriters and then 
solved the world-at-war crisis. 

For all you other guys and gals....] suggest 
you get out there and make some old and new 
friends yourself. You won't regret it! And tell’um 
Mike Brown sentya. See photo above. 





CALIFORNIA / OREGON MINI-MEETING 


Not to be outdone, Lynda Beckler wrote to tell me that 
shortly after the Philadelphia meeting, three West-Coasters 
got together for their own typewriter mini-meet. 

Lynda Beckler and Jann Dorothy (two of the three 
“sisters") dropped in on Rob Blickensderfer’s place in 
Oregon. 

Apparently, they got quite a fill of Blick typewriters. 
Moreover, | am sure that Rob entertained them with his 
weaith of knowledge. 

I'm also certain that Rob enjoyed the company of these 
two fine (collector) ladies. 


RPS o Soho So SF SoS SSeS >So So <> 
INTERNATIONAL COLLECTORS MEETING 


Paul Robert has reported that the dates of the 
meeting in England will be the weekend of October 
17, 18 and 19. 

Folks will arrive on Friday evening in St. Helens 
at the Landbee Collection for a social get together. 

On Saturday moming, events start at 10 o'clock, 
with an auction at 11and a swap meet afterwards. 
There will be a dinner on Saturday night. On Sunday 
morning folks will have a breakfast together and then 
split up. 

This event has been scheduled between two 
major English antique fairs. On Thursday the 16" 
and Friday the 17" is the Swinderby Fair. And on 
Monday the 20” and Tuesday the 21st there is the 
Newark Fair. For more information e-mail Les Owen 


at: jo@iandbee demon.co uk 
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B New Developments in: 
“The Missing White House Typewriter” 


In the February issue of Typex, we told 
you about E. F. Tibbott who was a 
personal secretary to President Benjamin 
Harrison [1889-1893]. 


r We told you how his_ sons 
; corresponded with Remington Rand and 
’ their representatives and presented their 


claim that Tibbott had brought the first 
typewriter into the White House. (A 
Remington No. 2.) 

Our esteemed colleague Jos Legrand 
of the Netherlands wrote us to refute this 
scenario and presented evidence to 
support his claim that he thinks it was in 
fact, Colonel Halford’s secretary named 
Alice Sanger who was really the first to 
bring a typewriter into the White House, 
and her machine was alleged to be a 
Caligraph. 

Jos has written two articles to support 
his theory and we hope to publish them in 

® the near future as a follow-up to the 
original story. 

Just one small problem! After Jos’ 
letters arrived we went back to the 
Internet and wrote to some historical 
authorities, with the hope of uncovering 
the “real” story. 

Here’s the twist! According to the 
Internet, it was President Rutherford B. 
Hayes [1877-1881], and not President 
Harrison’s administration that actually 
brought in the first typewriter. 

This is interesting because it is two full 
administrations before Harrison’s. 

We still don’t know the brand of 
typewriter that was in the Hayes White 
House, and obviously much more 
research needs to be done. 

We are currently working on some 
answers and hopefully will be able to 
publish more details in a future Typex. 

Meanwhile, if any of you guys/gals can 
shed some light on this matter, please 
contact the Editors. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 


) Confucious say: He who collect typewriters will likely 
get ‘carriaged’ away! 








‘ee 
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Vintage Oliver Ad dated November 
1909 from McClure’s magazine 


You Can Buy 
The Oliver Typewriter 


for 17c a Day! 


“Save and have. He that buys with pennies | 
maintains not only himself but other people.’’ 
Benjamin Franklin, tn Poor Richard's Almanack. 


The Oliver Typewriter’s ‘Seventeen Cents a | 








Day”’ Selling Plan vitalizes the whole philosophy 
of Thrift, by presenting a powerful incentive to |} 
save for a worthy, definite purpose. : } 

Franklin was right, and his words ring true 
to the needs of the present hour. 


And this wonderful “‘Penny Plan” appeals to- | 

day with irresistible force 
to the multiplied thou- 
sands of buyers. 

It brings the world’s 
best $100 typewriter 
within universal reach. 
A machine whose per- 
fections have won it first 
place in the field of me- 
chanical writing. It has 
extended the Oliver's 
dominions beyond the 
Commercial horizon and into the Homes of the | 
people everywhere. } 

Just a small first payment—then at the rate of 
Seventeen Cents a Day until the machine is yours. 

That’s all there is to this simple, sensible plan, 

Why not write us about it? 


OL 
VER 
.. 

Typewritér 
blazed the trail of all “visible writing” machines, 
It has introduced, in rapid succession, innova- 
tions of commanding importance. It has the 
Automatic Line-Ruling Device-—the Disappearing 
Indicator—the permanently Aligning Type Bar— 
the Automatic Line Spacer— the Infinitely Rapid 
Escapement—Instantly Adjustable Marginal De- 
vices — Back Spacer — Tabulator — Interchange- 
able Carriage— Universal Keyboard— writes in 
Colors without changing Ribbons— Practical Pa- 
per Feed— it is supreme in manifolding. 

All this wealth of improved devices, all this 
acded efficiency, make the Oliver Typewriter 
worth more than the price we ask. 

Yet $100— paid onthe “Penny Plan’’— will | 
make you its owner. 


An Opportunity for Hustlers 

Weare willing to entertain applications from capable 

men for Local Agencies for the Oliver Typewriter in terri- 

toriesnot nowtaken. Write at once, stating qualifications. 

The Oliver Typewriter Company 
58 Oliver Typewriter Building, Chicago 
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Artificial intelligence is no match for natural stupidity. 
Madness takes Its toll. Please have exact change. 








From Around the Network 


Thanks for all your hard work. John Daly, 
FL 


| am really enjoying this issue, especially 
the article about the White House typewriter. 
Keep up the good work. John Ziegenhagen, 
OH 


Thanks for another great issue. YEARS 
AGO | thought the subject had been 
exhausted. How wrong | was! | look forward to 
each new edition. (Old Man) Art North, FL 

How you find time to investigate all the 
material necessary for your articles just 
amazes me. Ray Thomas, OR 

Man, what a nice issue! | just look at the 
pictures first, of course. And then start jumping 
from one article to the other. Angie Jimenez, 
TX 


| am very happy with Typex, and | cannot 
stop re-reading the back issues. There is so 
much to learn there, | am surprised every time. 
Oliver Indermaur, Switzerland 

Received TypEx and enjoyed it as usual. 
Your ‘Typewriters & Bicycles’ brought new 
information. Jos Legrand, The Netherlands. 


<P <>< ><> <> <> <> <> <<>> <o>< 


Welcome new members 

Harley Courtney, TX 

Harold Davis, CA 

Todd Groff, PA 

Jose Isusi, Spain 

Oliver Indermaur, Switzerland 

qo o> <> <> <> <> <>< <>< oco< 


What do these words have in 
common? 
tessera hypolimnion 
minim decerebrate 
homonym extravasate 
reverberate 
—derry Froehlich, 
Kill Devil Hills, N.C. 
The answer appears below. 





“‘preoqAoy plepur}s 
B uO UONISOd [eULIOU oy] UI pueY suo 
intm padA aq urd pom yory weMsuy 
<><><><><><><><><><><><>< 





NEW FINDS 


Leave it to Richard (The Lionhearted) Polt 
of OH to drag home a Hammond No.1. / think 
that is one old typewnter that every collector would 
love to own. 

Chuck Watson finally got his dream 
machine. An Imperial model “B.” 

Les Owen walked off with a Fitch and a 
Ford. Talk about dream machines 

Herman Price scored a really rare 
Academy (Williams) and an equally rare Harry 
A. Smith (Victor). 

Bruce Beard took in a Columbia 2, 
Caligraph 2, Remington 8, Remington 10, 
Oliver 3, Blick Universal, and Royal 10. Bruce, 
whatcha do rob the stagecoach? 

Harold Davis of CA is on top of the 
World, with his newly acquired World No. 2, 
that is. 

Angie Jiminez of TX was about to 
pounce on an IBM Electromatic but I’m not 
sure if he actually got it. 

Our pal Gary Bothe of FL recently 
latched on to an American Typebar machine 
and now is collecting serial numbers and data 
about the different decals hey used. If you 
have any info about American’s write of email 
him. 

DOOD OO DOO ODO OO DOPOD 


BOOK’S, BOOK’S, BOOK’S 


For old typewriter books, instruction and repair 
manuals why not check,out Ernie Jorgenson’s new 
updated web-site? he 


http://officemachinemanuals.com 


Emie operates Office Machine Americana and 
has many different books and manuals for sale at 
very reasonable prices. 


Stop by and check it out. Tell’um Typex sent ya. 
Note: On my last visit the site was still under 
construction. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 


“Save a Buddy Fund” Resolved 


Jann Dorothy recently reported that a 
settlement has been reached with Embassy Suites.’ 

The settlement was for $2,072 including 
attorney’s fees. That amount is significantly less 
than the more than $5,000. That the hotel was 
demanding. 

Excess money was reportedly returned to 
contributors on a proportionate basis. 

Jann wishes to express her thanks to all 
the “buddies” that came to her aid. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 

Hey guys! | have really been busy this 
summer. Between the sale of my new 
book “Typewriter Row,” the Typex index project 
(thanks Shannon Johnson and the volunteers; 
see page 532), the unraveling of the first White 
House typewriter (thanks Jack Knarr), the 
upcoming convention in England (thanks to Les 
Fritz Niemann and others), | have not had a 
minute to rest. This is in addition to my grueling 
summer schedule of 80-90-hour work weeks. 

Don't misunderstand. | am happy to know 

that the typewriter collector world is alive and 
well. 

In other news | must tell you that the 
November 2003 issue of Typex will probably be 
a little late reaching you. This is because | plan to attend the international 
convention in England in October and will need time to write that story 
and assemble others for that issue. Please be patient. | trust you will like 
reading about the convention happenings assuming you will not attend. 
But if you can come in person, please do so. See Page 534. 
i 


News from Overseas: by Les Owen, England 


The Breker auction in May featured fewer typewriters than their last 
auction. 
There was still keen bidding, especially for the rarer items which 








included an Edland ($12,000), Polygraph straight ($6,250), Victor Index 


($6,100), Gerda (rare German index machine) ($7,000), 
Crown index model No. 2 ($10,350), Sampo ($7,550), Merritt ($1,050), 
and an American Visible ($1,300). 


By comparison, Christies auction house of London offered only three 
machines of note: The Pocket ($2,700), and two Salter No. 6 machines at 
($1,050) and ($1,250). 

Interestingly, the first of these two Salters appeared on UK eBay 
within days of the Christies sale, and sold to a single bid of $1350. It was 
at best a 3/3 rating when presented at the original auction, though the 
catalogue photo made it look better than it actually was. 

On the weekend of June 8-9, the Swiss Collectors Club held their 
annual general meeting, which every two years commemorates the life of 
Curt Herzstark, the inventor of the Curta calculator. 

The location is a beautiful spot in Liechtenstein, and the meeting was 
a great success. Over 200 collectors and their partners attended. 

The auction of members’ machines and office ephemera featured over 
120 lots and attracted spirited bidding. The sales tables later had many 
machines on offer from small portables to rarer machines, including 
Salter Visible and Salter No. 10, a Red Mignon No. 2, Hammond No. 1, 
Merritt, Odell (dogbone style), a No. 2 and 4 Odell, Chicago No. 1, plus 
many calculators. 

Buyers and seliers alike seemed happy at the end of the proceedings. 


On Oct. 18 and 19 there will be an international collectors meeting at 
the premises of the Landbee Collection in England, hosted by Fritz 
Niemann and me. 

This is the first collector meeting to be held in the UK for some 
considerable time. While we cannot compete with the beautiful 
Liechtenstein scenery we will certainly be extending a hearty welcome 
and great hospitality to our visitors. 

There will be a lot of socializing and many machines to see and buy 
from other collectors and dealers. 


immediately prior to the 18" is the massive Swinderby antique fair and 
immediately afterwards is the even bigger Newark Fair. 

Both are only two hours drive away from Landbee. If you come you 
will enjoy three events for the price of one travel expense. 

Come and join us. Fly American Air to Manchester, and we will pick 
you up at the airport. For more information e-mail Fritz Niemann at 
info@galerie-alte-technik.de or Les Owen io@landbee demon.co.uk 
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Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


@:.: typewriter collectors, there was no shortage of quality machines 
being offered on eBay recently. Selection, quality and strong bidding 
helped to make this installment of eBay auction highlights especially 
exciting. We saw some of the best typewriters to be offered for sale 
thus far this year and sell they did (see Baywatch below). As 
always, there were a few good ones that didn’t meet their reserves, 
namely an Odell 3 that went unsold at $686 and a Crandall, in poor 
condition, that “died on the vine” when it failed to find a buyer after 
four appearances. As of this writing, it’s up for a fifth time without a 
bid. On another note, there were also some bargains that slipped 
through the cracks, namely a Macy’s No. 1 for $42 as well as a very 
nice Rem-Blick at $51. A hundred bucks could have had them both! 


oe baywatch...recent eBay auction highlights. 


Ford $15,099 
Munson 3,000 
Commercial Visible No.6 2,850 
Molle No.3 (white), 2,550 
Fay-Sho No. 4 (bronze) 2,425 
Daugherty Visible 2,150 
Blickensderfer 5 (white) 2,135 
Fay-Sholes (restored) 2,050 
Lambert No.1 (mint condition with case) 1,580 
Yost lwith wood case 1,480 
Emerson 3 (missing typebar covers), 641 
Chicago 522 
The Franklin 510 
World No. 2 (poor condition) 361 
Hammond 12 curved keyboard 350 
Hammond Multiplex curved keyboard + T-shirt, 310 
Bing No.2 (white) 305 
New Century Caligraph 5 254 
Blickensderfer No.6. 212 
Blickensderfer No. 5 with instruction book (in wood case) 203 
Hammond Folding with case 202 
Smith Premier 2 (mint condition) 188 
Caligraph 3 177 
Underwood 5 (very good condition) 122 
Remington 6 (good condition) 102 
Wellington 2 75 
Rem-Blick (very good condition.) 51 
Macy’s No. | portable. 42 


TYPEWRITER POPULARITY: A _ recent comparison of 
typewriter auction volume with those of other technical items 
being auctioned on eBay revealed that the typewriter category may 
be more popular than we would have guessed. See results below: 


Sewing Machines — 3320, Calculators — 2713, Slot Machines — 
1213, Typewriters — 1128, Pencil Sharpeners — 608, Staplers — 
591, Cash Registers — 576, Slide Rules — 408, Adding Machines — 
129, Coin Op — 146, Checkwriters - 51, Mimeograph — 15, 
Patent Models - 10 


It would be great to see typewriters grow enough in volume to 
justify them having their own eBay category. As it now stands, 
typewriters can most often be found listed under Scientific 
Instruments or also under the category: Collectibles/Pens& Writing 
Instruments/Desktop Items/Other. 
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by Tony Casillo 


Featured .SANRBEEN Website 
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National Cash Regier & Typewriter Bosker 


Last Updated Gch JUNE 2003 


http://www.landbee.co.uk 


The Landbee website is the creation of Les and Betty Owen, hence 
the name LandBee (L-and-Bee) Collection. The site offers a diverse 
look into many different areas of technical collectibles including 
typewriters, cameras, mechanical music, cash registers, and scientific 
instruments. There are items for sale as well as typewriters and other 
office collectibles from the private Landbee collection on display. 


Les Owen, 
hard at 
work. on 
the “Old 
Typewriter 
Trail” 


INVITATION: On October 17°, 2003, Les and Betty Owen will 
host an international meeting of typewriter collectors at their museum 
in St Helens, UK. Collectors from around the globe, including a 
record number from the US, are planning to attend. Everyone is 
welcome. Details about the meeting are available at the Landbee 
website. Anyone without Internet access and wanting more info can 
contact Les Owen 011-44-1744754747, Mike Brown (215) 934-7998, 
or Tony Casillo (516) 489-8300. 


FINALLY, THE FIRST 
WHITE HOUSE 


TYPEWRITER 
By Jack Knarr assisted by Mike Brown 


This may be the longest “correction” in the 
history of the typewritten word, dear readers— 
except for that recent four-page extravaganza 
in the, ahem, New York Times. 


But the truth is out! The first typewriter 
brought into the White House in Washington 
was purchased by President Rutherford B. 
Hayes on Feb. 4, 1880, not by staffers in the 
administration of Benjamin Harrison 10 years 
later. 


The elaborate story of how E. Frank 
Tibbott, personal secretary to President 
Harrison,and Alice Sanger, the first female 
stenographer in the White House, brought in 
the first two typewriters in 1889 was published 
in the February issue of Typex (“The Missing 
White House Typewriter’). 


It was based on “facts” gleaned from a fat 
file of intra-company Remington Rand memos 
that detailed the efforts of Tibbott’s son, David, 
to sell the firm what he purported to be the first 

_ typewriter used in the White House, in 1889. 
The file is in the archives of the Hagley 
Museum and Library in Wilmington, DE. 


Maybe the Tibbotts didn’t know the whole 
truth. Whatever, the file is a big fat lie. 


As noted by author William Seale in his 
history, “The President's House,” President 
Hayes not only had the first telephone 
installed in the White House in 1879, but 
purchased “another gadget...for his staff's 
convenience...” A voucher from the National 
Archives (see pages 529-30) details the 
purchase of an “improved No. 2 Type-Writer” 
for $150 on Feb. 4, 1880. 


Mr. Seale, in an interview from his Jasper, 
TX, office, confirmed President Hayes bought 
the first typewriter. He said actual typewritten 
documents survive the Hayes presidency. 


“They (the Hayes family) had been on 
vacation back in Ohio,” Seale said, “and their 
cat, Asia, a Siamese, died while they were 


Ses 


gone, and the man at The White House is 
writing them, saying, ‘Oh, we’re so sorry this 
happened, but you'll be glad to know we took 
its body to The Smithsonian, and had it 
stuffed. It will greet you as always at the top of 
the stairs.’ And that’s all typed.” Seale said he 
has a copy in his Washington office. “! got 
that after | wrote the book.” 


Tom Culbertson, director of History and 
Education at The Rutherford B. Hayes 
Presidential Center in Fremont, OH, said a 
letter in the archives there mentions a dead 
Hayes cat named Siam, not Asia. He said that 
letter was handwritten, not typed. (When 
William Seale was requestioned, he said two 
Hayes cats must have died, because the copy 
of the letter he has on file in his Washington 
office was about another cat named “Asia.” 
And it was typewritten.) 


It really doesn’t matter. “The good news for 
you,” Culbertson said, “is that we have a 
wonderful typewritten recollection from the 
First Lady (Lucy Webb Hayes), who told her 
stories to the White House stenographer in 
1880, George A. Gustin, who made a literal 
translation of her comments on the typewriter.” 


We are reproducing parts of that six-page 
document (see Pages 527-28). The typing 
was done in 1880, only about six years after 
the birth of the first commercial typewriter. 


The late Rutherford Center librarian Lucy 
Keeler, a relative of Rutherford Hayes, wrote 
that that manuscript “was typed about 1880 on 
one of the very earliest type-writers, when only 
capital letters” were available. 


Therein lies another huge mystery. The No. 
2 machine that the voucher says the White 
House bought would have had upper and 
lower case letters, not just caps only. 


Collector Jim Rauen of San Jose, CA, who 
owns 12 Sholes & Gliddens and other No. 2s 
and 4s, took one look at Gustin’s all-caps 
manuscript, and said, “This was not typed on a 
No. 2 machine. | have never seen a No. 2 with 
this style type. Unless’ they (the 
manufacturers) were changing their reference 
of numbers at that time, that typing could have 
been (done) on a Sholes & Glidden, or the first 
of a No. 4 (model).” 











Was Gustin using another 
government machine? Or his 
own? Or had the White House 
actually taken delivery of a 
Sholes & Glidden, or a No. 4? 
Who knows? No photographs 
of the White House's 
“improved No. 2” are known to 
exist, said Hayes historian 
Tom Culbertson. 


Jim Rauen did confirm 
that both versions of the No. 
2, and the No. 4, and the 
Sholes & Glidden were all 
available for sale in 1880 
when the White House took 
delivery of its machine. 


Veteran collectors _ still 
debate details of those early 
1870s machines, known 
progressively as the Sholes & 
Glidden (1873), the Perfected, 
the Improved, and simply as 
The Type Writer, prior to the 
Remington 2 of 1878. (See 
Michael Adler's book, 
“Antique Typewriters” for a full 
rundown.) 


A wonderful piece of 
typewriter sales literature from 
that period, loaned to Typex 
by Delaware collector Peter 
Weil, is __ titled a | 
PERFECTED TYPEWRITER” 
and shows a machine with 
gold gilding. It lists four 
models, including a No. 2 at a 
price of $150, the same as on 
the White House receipt. 

The general agents listed 
at the end are “Fairbanks, 
Brown & Co. of Boston’— 
James Temple Brown is listed 
on the invoice—and 
Fairbanks & Co., of 311 
Broadway, New York. 


Story continued on page 531 





FRONT. VIEW, READY FOR USE. 


The Type- Writer is.a machine intended to take: the place ofthe pen. “Phat 
such-wimachine isa Necessiry of the-age has longbeen an acknowledued fret. 
Genius, as wellas labor, has been: freely bestowed to supply. this.want; and; un- 
filrecently, withont very satistactory results: - bu 

Aclew years ago the problem of constructing a practical writing machine 
was undertaken by several ingenious inventors and expert mechianies.’ Their 
labor has resulked‘in producing a very compact machine as -néar perfection as 
possible. “The Type-Writer is now made by machinery, and-the-parts; being 
duplicated, can be supplied when needed. ; ; 

The reputation of E..Remington X& Sons, of [ions -N. ¥., manulacturers: of 
the celebrated Remington rifle and sewing machine, is ‘a suficient suarantee 
that the machine is well made, and finished with: care and accuracy. “Its ap- 
pearance ts ornamental, and if forms achenutiful piece*of furniture: for -any- 
ollice,. study or library. : 





THE PRICE. : 
No. 1, with choice of three stylés of Type; - = FAL. 
No. 2, with both Capitals and Small Letters, - LSO, 
No. 3, with wide Carriage for wide paper,, - - BBS. 
No. 4, Portable Machine, Small Gothic Type. _.- - 125. 
EXCHANGE OF TYPE-WRITER. 


Those who have the old Type-Writer and desire the perfecied machine can 


effect an-exchange at a moderate expense. Call on, or address-us, ind we will 


furnish the terms on which the exchange will be made. 


EXAMINE FOR YOURSELVES. 

Every one interested #s cordially tneited to examine the michine and test 
the claims of the Types Writer. On application we wrt Surnish free of 
charge aliatge pamphlet of eighty pages, containing a Profuse number of 
testimonials as to the value of the Type-Writer. 


GENERAL AGENTS, 
SALRBANES, BROWN & CO., 
83. Milk Street, Post Office Square, BOSTON. 


FAIRBANKS & CO., 311 Broadway, NEW YORK. 
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LUCY’S SEARCH FOR HER HUSBAND 


These priceless recollections of Lucy Webb Hayes, 
First Lady to President Rutherford B. Hayes (1877-1881), 
were taken by hand by White House stenographer 
George A. Gustin then typed about 1880. 


Mrs. Hayes had often told the vivid tale of how she, 
the young mother of three children, learned of the 
shooting of her husband on Sept. 14, 1862, at the Civil 
War Battle of South Mountain, Md., and desperately left 
Chillicothe, then the capitol of Ohio, in search of him. 


“Mrs. Hayes’s telling narrative of her experience was 
so vivacious that her son Webb one day brought in 
unannounced a White House stenographer and asked his 
Mother to dictate the tale, “ wrote Rutherford’s cousin, 
Lucy Keeler, years later when she served as “First 
Librarian” at the Rutherford B. Hayes Presidential Center 
in Fremont, OH. “ ... Its ‘plain, unvarnished tale’ ... is a 
moving one.” 


VIS!t?T THE OLD HOMESTEAD, SOKE HOW 


AND THE PAPERS GOT THE WRONG RANK, IN THE WRONG SERVICE 5 


OR OTHER, 


“The original draft deserves a word. It was typed about 
1880 on one of the very earliest type-writers, when only 
capital letters were used, and on stiff, ruled, legal cap’ 
paper.” 


Were these recollections actually typed on the first 
White House typewriter bought on Feb. 4, 1880? That’s 
up for debate. (See story on page 525-26) 


The recollections when on for six pages. This copy 


was kindly sent to Typex by Tom Culbertson of the Hayes 
Center. 


We're printing part of the opening page, where Lucy 
has been told a Major Hayes of the Cavairy had been 
injured, not her husband, who was a Colonel. She then 
receives his dispatch, and sets off to find him. At the time 
he was shot in the arm, he was serving as regiment 
commander of the 23 Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 


1 RECEIVED NO OISPATCH 


THEY SAID IT 


WAS A MAJOR OF CAVALRY, MAYOR HAYES, AND | HOPED THAT AS THE TITLE WAS 


WRONG, AND THE BRANCH OF THE SERVICE WRONG, IT MIGHT NOT BE MR. HAYES. 


> 
} THINK §T #AS ON WEDNESDAY MORNING THAT | WENT INTO THE COUNTRY, TO THE 


OLO HOMESTEAD. 


THIS CARR AGE APPROACHING, 


‘COMING FOR ME. 


TON, ANO SAID, 


AND 1 IMMEDIATELY SAIO, 


i FOUND | WAS RIGHT. 


*t) AM HERE, COME TO ME. 


1 WAS FEELING A LITTLE ANXIOUS ABOtIT NEWS, WHEN | SAW 


THAT CARRIAGE 1S Cte 


THE DISPATCH WAS DATED WASHING- 


1} SHALL NOT LOSE mY ARM.'’ 


| IMMEQLATELY BEGAN TO MAKE SOME PREPARATIONS, AND TOOK OUT SOME THINGS 


THAT ! THOUGHT WOULD BE NEEDED FOR THE WOUNDED. 


1} THEN STARTED TO SEE 


WY MOTHE?, WO WHO LIVED TEN MILES IN ANOTHER OIRECTION, AND CATCH THE 


~~ 


MORNING TRAIN FOR COLUMBUS, 


GOING: BY STEAM. 


In Rutherford’s original telegram to his wife, he had 
neglected to say where he was, according to Tom 
Culbertson, director of History & Education at the Hayes 
Center. 

Lucy searched for him in Washington and Baltimore 
for two days, without luck. Finally, she came upon him a 
member of his unit, who told her the Colonel was being 
treated at a home in Maryland, by Dr. Joseph Webb, his 


TRAVELLING BY HORSES 


1S MUCH SLOWER THAN 


THAT ACCOUNTS FOR MY BEING SO LONG ON THE WAY, -~- 


brother-in-law, who saved Rutherford’s arm, which 
suffered a clean break. 


The last page of the manuscript picks up the story just 
prior to Mrs. Hayes being driven to the house where the 
Colonel was being treated. It concludes with a note from 
the White House stenographer George A. Gustin to Mrs. 


Hayes. S 
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ey, 


t TOOK MY SEAT ON THE STEPS, WITH MY BUNDLE IN MY HAND, LOOKING VERY 
FORLORN, WHEN RATHER A ROUGH LOOKING MAN SA10 TO ME, ‘"HAVEN'T YOU ANY 
PLACE TO STAY TONIGHT 2'' “| Salo, "'¥es, 1 AM GOING ONT! HE SAID, 
‘Vou, 1 THOUGHT YOU HAO NO PLACE TO STAY.'' © THE DOCTOR HAD HIRED A BUG- 
GY, AND PUT HIS OWN HORSE IN IT ~-THE HORSE SWE HE HAD USE) IN THE SER~ 
vice. SO THEY CAME ALONG PRETTY SOON WITH THE BUGGY, AND WE GOT LN, 
THREE OF US, IN A LITTLE ONE SEATED BUGGY, AND WE NOTICED THAT THE HORSE 
#AS SHYING, ANO THE OCTOR WAS TURNING OUT CONSTANTLY. WE ASKED THE 
REASON, AND HE SAID THE DEAD HORSES WERE STILL LAYING ALONG THE 0AD, 
AND THE DOCTOR'S HORSE DID NOT LIKE OFAD HORSES. WHEN WE GOT TO THE 
HOUSE, IN ORDER NOT TO DIGTURS ANYBODY WE WENT UP STAIRS AND GOT INTO 
Jy 
RUTHERFORD'S ROOM, AND FOUND HIM VERY ANXIOUS. ae. FIRST SALUTATION WAZ, 
"WELL, YOU THOUGHT YOu #0t:LD VISIT WASHINGTON AND BALTIMORE, '! 1 
SAID | WAS GLAD TO SEE HIM. THEN HE WANTED TO KNOW IMMEOTATELY WHY 1 
HAD RECEIVED NO OISPATCH, THAT #wAS NEVER SATISFACTORILY. EXPLAINED; 
FURTHER THAN THAT THE WHOLE VILLAGE SENT OISPATCHES TO FREDERICK, AND 
AMONG THT OISPATCHES #wAS ONE TO ME, OXE To CINCINNATI, AND ONZE TO MAR, 
PLATT AND BEING A LITTLE HURT IED, MY BROTHEH HAD PROBABLY GIVEN 
THE MESSENGERS THE MONEY, AND WHEN HE GOT TO THE OFFICE HE FOIIND THAT 
THE AMOUNT &AS INSUFFICIENT, AND | SUPPOSE HE THOUGHT THAT THE LEAST 
IMPORTANT ONE WAS TO A MAN'S WIFE, 30 HE SENT THE OTHERS, AND LEFT THE 
ONE TO ME, IT WAS NEVER SATISFACTORILY EXPLAINED TO ME, THE OVSPATCH 
TO WR. PLATT WAS SENT TO COLUMBUS, AND THE ONE TO CINCINNATI TO ¥R, 
HERRING. BUT THE STRANGEST THING ABOUT IT ALL #AS THAT THESE FRIENDS 
DIO NOT SEND TO KNOW WHAT | WAS GOING TO 00, 1 HAVE ALWAYS LAID THAT 


UP AGAINST THEM, 


MADAM ¢ 


THIS 15 A LITERAL TRANSLATION OF THE STORY FROM MY NOTES, 


VERBATIM. 1 AM BUS TE AT YOUR SEAVICE WHENEVER YOU DESIRE TO FINISH 1T. 
VERY RESPECTFULLY 
YOURS). GEO , “A, GUS THIN -s 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
BUYS A TYPE 
WRITER 


On February 12, 1880, a wooden crate 
arrived at the White House containing a new 
contrivance which would make a more 
immediate difference than the telephone: a 
Fairbanks & Company Improved No. 2 
Typewriter. From that time, Presidential letters 
began to appear in ragged little lines of type, 
instead of the clerks' fancy penmanship. 


@ Author William Seale, in The 
President’s House, A History 


The salesman was James Temple Brown 
(no relation, darnit, to Typex Editor Mike 
Brown), according to this government invoice, 
found in the National Archives at College Park, 
MD, through the diligence of archivist John 
Vandereedt. 


The machine was bought to refurbish the 
Executive Mansion. From a _ Remington 
brochure (below), please find one complete 
Remington No. 2 Type-Writer from about 
1880. 


WHT LLR. 
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[ Form 8.] 


Voucher No. 4, — ad / ah : 


APPROPRIA TION FOR 
pa Srl xe. 


Mbriaain 16797 lla. 


Applied. to Cl aie. 


Pod. by check No. 


oe 1880, 
te $l 


® Chocks must bo drawn in — of tho Psa ar to — the pheasant 
except in-cases mentioned in G. 0. In caso tho 
amount of the check oxcoods the pad ie bk mete in caso it 
pays mre See one youchor,) explanntion shonkd bo made tho 
inlorsom: 

+ Hore state pai of Depository, 


Wb ciccicabactiatere: DBO SE SG SANS a ta ea eat eee tees Set 


bye CL Cea AL) 
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180. i 
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the sunr of 


ON eee. Cents, in full paifent of the above account. 


[SIGNED IN DUPLICATE.] tone Czz: CLEP LO PDLELEL 


I certiry that the above account is correct and just; the articles to be (or have been) accounted for in my 








return for the 4. Rsk pstmt quarter of 180. 


.~.. of Engineers. 
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Finally, the First White House 


Typewriter Continued from Page 
526. 


Never in the four pages of the sales 
brochure is the machine referred to as a 
Sholes & Glidden or a Remington, only as 
“The Type-Writer.” 


Mr. Seale said that the presidents who 
served in the 1880s between Hayes and 
Harrison, James Garfield and Chester 
Arthur, would have used typewriters in staff 
offices as well. This would be much earlier 
than Frank Tibbott and Alice Sanger claim to 
have brought in the first machines in 1889. 


President Garfield served only six 
months in office before being assassinated. 
However, his even earlier experience with 
the typewriter provides one of the sweetest 
anecdotes in typewriter history, detailed in 
the September 1993 edition of the ETCetera 
collectors’ quarterly. 


Author Marv Gisser wrote, “I came 
across this letter showing the 1875 use of a 
Type-Writer by James A. Garfield. Although 
he became president in 1881, Garfield was 
a member of the U.S House of 
Representatives at the time of the letter.” 


The original is in the library of the 
Western Reserve Historical Society. Garfield 
wrote to “Cousin Harry...mainly to send you 
a specimen of the work of a machine called 
the type-writer, which | am just trying for the 
first time. It is about the size of a common 
sewing machine; and has a keyboard like a 
piano, each key representing a letter or 
figure... am not very skillful in using it...you 
will also see that | have made a few 
blunders...” 

Indeed. Haven’t we all? 


(Ed. Note: We need to thank the following 
people for their help with this story: From the 
Hayes Presidential Center,Gil Gonzalez, 
Tom Culbertson, and Nan Card; Author 
William Seale; William Allman, White House 
Curator; and Milton Gustafson, Kate Mollon, 
and John Vandereedt, all of the National 
chives; and Bill Bushong of the White House 
Historical Association. 
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Jann Dorothy offers help with 


pricing of antique typewriters 
By Jann Dorothy 


I’m sure everyone enjoys reading Tony Casillo’s 
update on eBay sales and recent prices. As an 
adjunct to that, please let Typex readers know that | 
track eBay auction results for typewriters of 
collector interest. 

| have been doing so for the past four years and 
have auction results sorted by brand and model 
with notes on condition. 

Seeing realized prices over a period of time for 
any particular brand or model provides a fairly 
accurate indicator of the market value of any given 
machine, especially those that are actively traded. 

This is very useful for appraisal purposes for 
both buying and selling. 

Several collectors know that | have this data and 
contact me from time to time when trying to price a 
machine. To the extent that it might be useful to 
others, too, | mention this as a resource. 

Any collector should feel free to contact me if 
they would like my help appraising or pricing a 
particular machine. 

If | have the data, I’m happy to share it. 

Jann’s e-mail is: Jann. Dorcthy@caibar.ca.gov 
Or write: Jann Dorothy at 347 Irwin St., San 
Raphel, CA 949001 Ca. Phone 


SF PPO OPOPOONOK ' 


‘*BUILT FOR BUSINESS.” 


THE ONLY PRACTICAL 
| LOW gee 








TYPEWRITER. 
FIRST-CLASS, RAPID, DURABLE. 


World Writ 
Nypewritie S15 77 Cuarauiire. 


Catalogue free. Address Typewriter Dept., Porr Mra.Co. 
| Makers of Columbia Cycles, Boston, New ‘York, C hicago. 


8 SP OIOOOPOPNOK 


College is a fountain of knowledge, and the 
Students are there to drink. 




























@ _ TYPEWRITER MYSTERY PUZZLE SOLUTION...from last issue 
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Below is a photograph of CHRISTOPHER LATHAM SHOLES MIDDLE SCHOOL, 
which is located at 4965 South 20" Street in Milwaukee, W isconsin. F ellow collector 

Ray Gorden of WI sent in this great shot, and we thank him. 
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CHRISTOPHER LATHAM SHOLES 
MIDDLE SCHOOL 











Liechtenstein Collector Meeting Results 
By Paul Robert & Oliver Indermaur 


Paul’s version---On the weekend of June 6-9, 
Oliver Indermaur and | spent many hours in the 
company of funny talking typewriter collectors. 
They all spoke German, Italian or a very strange 
Swiss. We came back with many good 
memories and even some trophies. It was great 
fun. 


We even found time for a short pilgrimage to 
a place that may be the root of one of the better- 
known names in typewriter history. [/s_ it 
Bilckensderfer?] 


There is however, a town with the same 
name in Southern Germany and it is more likely 
that the name originates there. 


There are no people with this famous name in 
Switzerland. (See photoabove by Les Owen) 
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Oliver’s version--Last weekend [June 6-9] was 
one of the major European office antique 
collectors meeting. lt is being held every two 
years in Liechtenstein, a small, funny country, 
squeezed in a valley between Switzerland and 
Austria. 


| estimate that about 150 people were in 
attendance. On Friday evening there were 
several small meetings. Saturday was a social 
day with lunch, dinner, and a lot of antique talk. 


There were some nice presentations, and 
some Swiss belly dancers made a huge 
impression. On Sunday an auction was held with 
good success and “friendly” prices. Afterward a 
flea market was in progress with a large crowd. 


Monday morning a group of collectors visited 
the grave of Curt Herzstark, the famous inventor 
of the Curta calculating machine. Later,a few 
die-hards visited Stefan Beck’s museum in 
Zurich. (See photo by Les Owen who was there.) 











Atlantique City Antique Show Report 


Submitted by Richard Willinger 


| attended the Atlantic City, NJ Convention Center on 
March 22, 2003. This is where the antique show is held, 
every spring and fall. 
Usually | find a lot of machines at this show, but this 
time the pickings were slim. 
Here is what | saw: 
1. A Bennett style Junior offered at $300 looked to 
be in good condition. 
2. An Odell No. 2 for $850 
3. A Blickensderfer No.5 was priced at $225 with 
wood case. 
4. An American No. 7 for $150; a Chicago priced at 
$200, a Folding Corona labeled $50, a Pittsburg 
Visible No. 12 at $300, a Smith Premier No. 1 for 
$100, and a Smith Premier No. 2 priced at $100. 
The condition of the machines ranged from poor 
to good. 
That's all | saw, four dealers with nine machines. 


<K><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
WELCOME HOME, BEN PIMENTEL 


His military unit was activated to serve in the Middle 
East, and our fellow collector friend Ben had to answer 
that call. 

While he was away he says he spent a good deal of his 
time behind a computer screen, tracking the flight 
manifests of wounded soldiers as they were evacuated 
downrange. And when they were brought in, Ben had to 
triage them. 

Anyway, we are all happy to have Ben back home in 
Fort Washington, MD, safe and sound. And we thank him 
for his service to our country. 

WELCOME HOME BEN! 


<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
TYPEX Indexing Project Underway 


Although Typex has been publishing newsletters for 
over 20 years now, none of the Editors’ have ever 
managed to develop or produce an index for the more 
than 500 pages of material that has been published to 
date. 

Enter Shannon Johnson, an enthusiastic fellow 
collector who was kind (and brave) enough to offer up his 
expertise. 

Shannon has organized and began the work 
necessary to expedite this tedious task. This will make a 
great resource for anyone trying to locate information that 
has been written about in Typex, over the last 20 years, 
and we all owe Shannon and his volunteers a great big 
THANK YOU! 

Shannon's “team” includes; Oliver Indermaur, Cuyler 
“Ned” Brooks, Mike Fritch, Rainer Rzepka, Tony 
Behrens, and Richard Polt. 

In an upcoming issue of Typex we will keep you 
posted on our progress concerning the important work. 

If you would like to volunteer, please contact 
Shannon at sljohnson@mac.com 
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INTERNATIONAL COLLECTORS MEETING 
IN ENGLAND (sign up nowt!!!) 


Hosted by Les Owen <lo@landbee.demon.co.uk> and 
Fritz Niemann <info@galerie-alte-technik.de> 


Where: St Helens, England (near Manchester & Liverpool) 
When: October 16" to the 19". 

How to get there from overseas: Fly into Manchester 
Airport (airport code MAN), and the host will pick you up. 
By train: Call ahead and host will pick you up. 


Thursday the 16"—Welcome--Early arrivals 


Friday the 17"—8:30 AM till??? All day welcome and 
register (appraising) your items for the Saturday auction. 
Some nice machines are already registered. For example: 
Odell, New Century Caligraph, Blick 5, 7 and 8, 
Remington 6, Folding Hammond, early Hammond 
Multiplex, Continental portable and Erica portable. 

Friday evening-- Wine & Cheese at Landbee collection 


Saturday morning—two presentations scheduled 

1) Richard Milton—writer, journalist will speak about 
the origins of the Standard Folding typewriter and 
have on display a prototype of a Frank Rose 
machine and documents from the Rose family. 
Paul Robert—respected collector will speak 
about the Blickensderfer typewriters. Paul has 
collaborated with American collector Rob 
Blickensderfer and they have written a book on 
the subject that will be published soon. It is 
targeted for release in October. Paul has also 
written a book on women and typewriters titled 
“Sexy Legs and Typewriters.” 
While these presentations are being made, the 
Cash Register collectors will hold their own 
discussion group separately. 
Saturday afternoon—Lunch and then the auction 
Saturday evening-- group dinner at the Pied Bull Hotel. 


2) 


3) 


Sunday morning —Coffee, tea and goodbyes. 
The following people have said they will attend: 
From the U.S.A.:Michael A. Brown and his son Jason, Lin 
Lewis, Michael Conforti, Tony Casillo, Herman Price, and 
Angel Jiminez. 
From France: Francois Babillot 


From Germany: Hana Plum, Fritz Niemann, Uwe Breker, 
Tillman Elster, Hermann Kerz, and Jérg Fehrensen. 


From Switzerland: Stefan Beck, and Oliver Indermaur. 
From Italy: Flavio Mantelli 
From Spain: Miguel Angel Castro, and Jose Olivares. 


From Holland: Peter Olivers, Paul Robert, Jaap Horstink, 
and Jos Legrand. 


From the UK: Reg Dykes, Robbie Bather, Richard Milton, 
Bob Avis, James Whewell, Sam & Maureen Simpson, 
Jeannette Bond, Jose Salvia, Berard & Sheila Williams, 
Amnon Paldi, Nick Fisher, Nick Hawkins, Paul Abbott, and 
John Ferris. 








From Around the Network 


Thanks for your latest issue of Typex. Another 
good read. How you did not get arrested 
walking around New York taking notes of 
buildings in the dead of night, | don’t know. 
Must be that honest face! Les Owen, 
England 


The only thing wrong with your magazine is 
that it arrives, then what? | drop what I’m 
doing, find a comfortable spot, and there | 
remain until every word is digested. Not fair! 
Typex should be at least twice as long--give 
us poor blokes a decent read! Your cover 
shot [Ground Zero] was very thought- 
provoking, and it took several minutes for me 
to turn the page. Bruce Beard, Australia 


Your article in Typex was quite interesting, 
and | look forward to reading the book 
[Typewriter Row]. Richard Polt, OH 


...| have been with you and Typex since day 
one and | don’t ever remember telling you how 
much | enjoy and depend on Typex and all of 
your humor and information, so | will say it 
now. “Thank You.” Bill Hawkins, PA 


Got Typex today...it seems like a year since 
the last one© Bob Nelson, CA 


Just got the latest edition—it just gets better 
and better. This was as extremely nice issue, 
and not because of my byline! Lin Lewis, SC 


| read about the very nice meeting you guys 
had in Philadelphia in February. Please keep 
me in mind if you plan to have future 
meetings. | am located in Maryland, just 2% 
hours away and would love to join you. Keep 
up the good work with the Typewriter 
Exchange. Chester [Chet] Robinson, MD 


Thanks again for a great issue. | am ordering 
two copies of your book. John Ziegenhagen, 
OH 


Kudos, Mike, on another great issue of Typex. 
| enjoyed reading about your sleuthing in New 
York City and look forward to reading more 
about Typewriter Row by ordering your literary 
masterpiece on the subject. | also enjoy 
reading Tony Casillo’s ONLINE Internet News 
Jann Dorothy, CA 





| hadn’t heard this one--from a local yoke! 
“Today is Typewriter Awareness Day—buy a 
ribbon.” Bruce Beard, Australia 

Jack Knarr is “A” #1 in my book and | 
always enjoying BS-ing with him© Keep up 
the good work too...or else all of us devoted 
fans are [“screwed’] Bob Nelson, CA. 


SPP S99 9 S99 SII OIC 


NEW FINDS 


Nick Fisher of England picked up several 
machines that he is pleased with (thanks to 
Les Owen): Harris Visible, Reliance Premier, 
Fox 23 

UPS delivered a Royal typewriter to my 
house from Ohio yesterday. It is the first early 
Royal 10 with a long carriage | have seen (the 
first model of the Royal 10 which had no glass 
in the double openings on the sides). It was 
manufactured in 1914, which | believe was the 
year the Royal 10 was introduced. Serial 
number is X14-199765. Jim Dax, CA 

Jack Knarr of NJ hunted down his own 
Fox 24. He said it came in a box that was 
packed like Fort Knox. 

Lin Lewis of SC reported that she and her 
husband Dave drug home (all the way from 
Concord, NC) a Burroughs’ accounting 
typewriter (Moon-Hopkins style). It is a six- 
row keyboard, upstrike machine on the metal 
stand. She later reported that Dave is 
currently being treated for a hernia. (Just 
kidding...or maybe not!) 
PPP IOP OP OIOONOO’CMS 


BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS 

Paul Robert and Rob Blickensderfer’s new 
book, which is all about Blickensderfer 
typewriters, is near completion and due out in 
October. Please stay tuned for more information. 


Mike Brown’s new book titled Typewriter Row, 
A Walking Tour of Lower Broadway, is 
currently available. The price is $20 + $3 shipping 
in the US and $8 shipping overseas. Please see 
mail address in the front of this issue. 

FS SSP SP SSOP OIPODIOIPOOOC 


We have enough youth, how about a fountain of 
SMART? 

A man said his credit card was stolen but he decided 
not to report it because the thief was spending less than 
his wife did. 
8989 8 9 9 9 SSI OHO 


Bizarre Facts 

“TYPEWRITER” is the longest word that can be 
made using letters only on one row of the keyboard. 
Sent in by my pal, Joe Haig, PA 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 


Hello to all my new European friends! And 
greetings to faithful collectors everywhere! 

As most of you know by now the 2003 
typewriter convention held in St. Helens 
England was a wonderful success. Thanks to 

The roughly 60 wonderful folks who attended 
from nine different countries made it all the 
better. | am especially proud of the six from 
America for helping to represent us (hopefully) 
in a positive international spotlight. 

| would like to thank the many contributors 
to this issue and hope the readers will 

everyone's hard work and effort. 

In this issue you will find a yellow, half-page subscription renewal form. Please 
tidy mes tH REN HIVE Rise WH DET ASAP | thank you! 
<>< Po odo So So So So SS C9 SS So SS SO SSO SOKO SO<K 


News from Overseas: by Les Owen, England 
As reported by Reinmar Wochinz (of Germany) 


Meeting in Wattens, Austria 

| just came back from the Wattens-meeting (Oct.3-5. it was smafier than the 
Liechtenstein gathering, but nevertheless it was also quite a nice meeting. There 
were about 80 people attending the meeting, about 60 of them being collectors 
and they came from eight different countries. 

The most interesting points were the three lectures. One concerned the history 
of the calculating machine factory in Vienna, Austria. Another pondered the history 
and the development of the numbers we are using today and over the last 4,000 
years. And one lecture told how the Enigmas worked. 

Machines that | know that were sold included: (prices in Euros) Fox 6 2/2 
(350.), Babycyl (very nice case), Genia 2/2 (360.), Rofa 4 2/2, Junior 1/1 (260.) 

Other machines that were for sale included: Replica of the Mailing-Hanson, 
DWF electric, Perkins Brailler, Dactyle 8, Ideal A2, Mignon 2, Mignon folding, 
Stoewer Elite, Hall, Smith Premier 5, American Index, Fox portable No.1, 
Caligraph, and Famos. However, | don’t know which of these machines were 
actually sold. 

There were also some nice calculators (Madas, Archimedes, Bug, etc.), and 
pencil sharpeners etc. 

Swiss collector Thomas Beck showed around his newest acquisition, a 
“Sphinx” cipher machine, which was made on the basis of the Helios in about 
1910-1920. I have never seen such a machine before and it actually seems to be 
the only such machine of its kind to survive, and it really looked terrific! 





On October 12, 2003 at 10:00 there was a meeting in Lauf/Pegnitz, in 
Germany. About 18 collectors attended the meeting, and since it is one of the 
smailer meetings the atmosphere seemed quite familiar. Not many machines 
were for sale, some nice calculators, but no really interesting iters. The 
theme of this meeting was “business machines and art,” and items for 

jon were advertisements, old post cards, ribbon tins, posters, photos of 
the Arithmeum museum, etc. At the end of the meeting we went to the “Applet 
museum.” Mr. Appeit collects calculators, and his wife collects everything related 
to cats. Both also collect art (painting, sculptures, etc.). These three collections 
were presented in their apartment quite mixed, which means that in each room 
items of all three topics were presented. Quite unusual, but also a very interesting 
way to display a collection! | have never seen something like this before. 
POOP DIOP ONOOK 


Breker's team auction goes off on Nov. 29, featuring some nice items that 
include: Moya, a red Mignon 2, an Edelmann, a Helios, a Hammond No.1, and a 
Heady (white Mignon). For more info visit their website at: www_breker.com or e- 
mail: Auction@Breker.com. Their phone # is +49/221/38 70 49. 


537 











BOOKS BOOKS BOOKS 


THE FIVE-POUND SECRETARY 
By Paul Robert & Rob Blickensderfer 


All about the Blickensderfer Typewriter. This book is 
large sized 128-page paperback, richly illustrated with 
material you may have never seen before, including the only 
known photograph of a Blickensderfer No. 1 typewriter. 


The Five-Pound 
Secretary 





The book costs 20 Euros. Shipping + handling is 5 
Euros, worldwide and is available now. Or send #32. USD. 

To order you can go to the Virtual Typewriter Museum 
website at: 
http:/Awww.typewritermuseum.org/lib/library_bookshop.htmi# 

Or write to Paul Robert at Neuhuysweg 9 Laren 1251LW, 
The Netherlands. Please note that Paul cannot accept 
checks, so please do not send him any. 
<><>e>e o> <> coco ecco coe oe> Cocco ceo co >e>c> 
TYPEWRITER ROW...A Walking Tour of Lower 
Broadway By Michael A. Brown 

Available now from the Typex editor. This book covers 
most all of the known sales offices and the buildings that 
housed them in Lower Manhattan, NYC. 

About 100 pages with photos, (some rare), old ads and 
text in a self-published format on 8 % " X 11” bright white 
paper, spiral bound in a soft cover format. 

Includes a four-page spreadsheet listing most of the 
pectoral ons of the various typewriter sales 





Cost is $20 in U.S. funds, plus $3 shipping to U.S 
destinations and $9 overseas. Orders to Michael A. 
Brown at P.O. Box 52607, Philadelphia, PA 19115. PayPal 
accepted at my account Typex1. 
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ANTIQUE and VINTAGE FASTENERS 
(Staplers) By Curtis Scaglione 


A NEW collector's book about staplers and fasteners. 
Makes and models of various machines and many ads and 
patent drawings are included in the 50-page soft cover book. 
Chapter four contains some biographical information about 
some of the inventors, as well. A rare photo of Eli H. 
Hotchkiss is included. This self-published work is on plain 
paper and wire bound. 





Available from Curtis Scaglione at: 
T4H6A Ln., Hudson, FL 34667 

Cost is $12.75 in U.S. funds payable to Curt Scaglione. 
Postage is $2.25 in the U.S, $4.50 in Canada & Mexico, and 
$ 7.55 elsewhere. 
ORDER NOW: Only 15 copies are available 
<><><>e>e><>c>< ><> <>< ><> >e><><>c>e><>e>c> 
SEXY LEGS And TYPEWRITERS 
By Paul Robert at the Virtual Typewriter Museum 

An all-new entertaining book about woman in office- 
related advertising, humor, glamour and erotica. 


yexy Legs and 
Typewriters 





For a description and sneak preview of the funniest 
typewriter history book ever produced, take a look at this 
page, where you can also. order the book: 
http:/Avww.typewritermuseum.org/lib/library_bookshop_sexy 

html 


4 # 
Important tip: Although typewriters are the main theme of 
this book, you will find that it makes a perfect Christmas gift 
for friends who never understood your hang—up with 
typewriters. This will turn them all around. If you don't have 
Paypal and wish to send a check, get in touch first, 
so that we can arrange something. DON'T SEND CHECKS 
TO ME PLEASE, because | cannot handle them. 
Contact Paul Robert at Neuhuysweg 9, Laren 1251 LW, 
The Netherlands, or visit: www.typewritermuseum.org Price 
is 20 euros + 5 Euros for — shipping. 
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In this installment of Online, we'll be spotlighting some of the 
more memorable moments in typewriter collecting on eBay. As we all 
know by now, eBay has revolutionized the collectibles marketplace 
and along with it, typewriter collecting. The prices realized on the 
Internet auction site are now a factor when considering the value of 
any typewriter. Few collections are without a machine or two acquired 
on the Internet and I’m sure eBay has helped many of us round out our 
collections with specimens that, otherwise, would have been difficult 
to find. Whether you’re a spectator or a bidder, watching the parade of 
typewriters, as they reappear after a century of hiding, is a real treat. 
Most exciting is when something special appears and interest is 
expressed by collectors from around the globe. With eBay auctions, 
we now have a convenient, worldwide forum for buying & selling 
collectible typewriters. We also have a barometer for comparing 
prices, as this is the largest and broadest selling venue with over one 
thousand typewriter auctions each week. Fortunately for us, our friend 
and typewriter collector, Jann Dorothy, has been collecting more than 
just typewriters. 

A few years back, Jann had the foresight to begin documenting 
results from eBay typewriter auctions and she has now compiled a 
considerable amount of data on the subject. She’s now agreed to share 
some of that information with us. Herman Price, who has also 
maintained records on eBay auction results, provided additional 
information. Not reflected in the data being reported are market 
conditions at the time of sale as well as the condition of the typewriter 
itself. For anyone not interested in prices, this information can also be 
used as a tarity/desirability comparison guide for some very rare 
typewriters. Enjoy! 


we Baywatch...eBay’s top 100 


By Jann Dorothy 


I’ve been tracking eBay auction results on antique typewriters since 
1999. I print out listings of interest and bid histories of completed 
auctions and keep them in three-ring binders alphabetized by the make 
and model of each machine. This has enabled me, over time, to have a 
pretty reliable trading range for most machines of interest and is 
helpful in establishing market values for various typewriters, which 
can be useful for appraisal purposes, 


When Tony Casillo contacted me about sharing some of these 
results in the form of a Top 100 List, I accepted enthusiastically. I 
knew it would be a large undertaking to go through what now number 
eight large binders of data, but I also knew the result would provide 
interesting reading for all typewriter collectors. 


The results are reported by make/model (if known), date of auction, 
and price, starting with the highest realized prices and then 
descending. Where there is a tie, all machines ending at that price are 
listed, so this compendium actually features more than 100 machines. 

These represent completed auctions only where there was no 
reserve or the reserve was met. (See the end of this list for some of the 
more notable reserve-not-met auctions.) Also, please note that I do not 
claim to have captured every auction of interest, having missed a week 
or two here and there, but I would generally say that these data 
represent 90 to 95 percent of the completed auctions during this time. 


1. Ford Aluminum, 6/02 $20,000 
2. International, double keyboard, 2/02 18,357 
3. Ford, 7/99 15,450 
4. Ford, 6/03 15,099 


Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


by Tony Casillo & 





5. Edison Mimeograph, 12/01 10,063 
6. Travis, 10/03 8,877 
7. Edison Mimeograph, 1/02 7,000 
Crown - Straight Front, 5/99 
8. Taurus, 10/00 6,801 
9. Duplex, 11/99 6,700 
10. Caligraph #1, 4/01 6,600 
11. Ingersoll, 10/03 6,505 
12. Odell #1Paw Foot, 10/02 6,450 
13. Barlock #2, 7/98 5,700 
14. Continental (said to be Hitler’s), 7/00 5,500 
15. Postal No. 7, 12/98 5,601 
16. Bar-Lock #1, 11/01 5,475 
17. Crandall, New Model, 2/02 5,149 
18. Commercial Visible #5, 7/02 4,805 r 
19. Ingersoll 11/03 4,651 
20. Chicago #3, 11/99 4,310 | 
21. Crown #2, 9/01 4,300 
22. Munson, 7/00 3,750 
23. Victor Index, 8/00 3,749 
24. National desktop, 6/03 3,551 
25. Munson, 4/02 3,550 
National desktop, 7/02 
26. Alexander (Brass) 9/03 3,383 


#26 - In 
September 2003, 
this brass 
Alexander 
appeared and 
raised collector’s 
eyebrows to the 
tune of over $3000. 


27. Salter #6, 3/00 
28. Kanzler #1b, 1/01 
29. Olivetti M1, 5/03 
30. National desktop, 2/01 3,050 
Edelmann, 2/01 
31. Munson, 7/03 3,000 
32. Commercial Visible #6, 6/03 2,850 
Olivetti M1, 5/03 
Odell #1a, 2/00 
Pocket, 4/01 





Sorry that thes is 60 faint but the ribbon is dry 
‘ 
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#38 - A rare, straight keyboard, Hammond #1, 


539 as it was presented on eBay last year. 





33: 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37, 


39. 


41. 
42. 
43. 


47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 
aI. 
52. 
53. 


55: 


ST. 
58. 
59. 


61. 
62. 
63. 


65. 
66. 
67. 


68. 
69. 
70. 
71. 


73. 
74. 
7. 
76. 


Munson, 2/01 


Victor Index, 3/03 
Caligraph #1, 7/01 


Keystone, 3/00 


Molle #3, white, 6/03 

. Hammond #1, straight keyboard, 8/02 
Fay Sho, bronze, 6/03 

. Pocket, 6/01 
Blick #7, cream color, 7/00 
National desktop, 3/03 
Commercial Visible #6, 4/03 

. Smith Corona, sterling silver, 9/00 
45. 
. Sholes Visible, 12/00 

Salter Visible, 12/00 

Fay Sholes #7, 2/03 

Bar-Lock #6, 12/99 

Commercial Visible #6, 11/02 

Williams #1, straight, 11/99 

American Visible, Young American 7/02 
Victor Index, 1/03 

Lambert , embossed, 3/01, 

Yetman Transmitting, 11/00 

. Keaton Music, 10/03 

Keaton Music, 12/01 

. Golden Rule, 3/03 

Bar-Lock #4, 11/02 

Bar-Lock #4, 1/01 

Lambert, embossed, 8/00 

. Dollar, 10/03 
Stoewer #1b, 3/01, 

Hammond, model unclear, curved, 2/03, 
Odell #2, 2/01, 1,545 

. Lambert, embossed, 7/03 

World, braille variant, 6/02 

Fay Sholes, bronze, 10/99 

Lambert, embossed, 3/03 


Daugherty, 5/03 


Odell #1b, 3/03 


#67 - Beautifully 
restored, this Odell 
No. 1 found plenty of 
interested bidders as 
the final bid reached 


$1525. 


Williams #1, straight, 
American Visible, 6/02, 
American #5, 7/99, 
Keaton Music, 2/01, 

. Kanzler #3, 5/00, 
Keaton Music, 12/01 


Daugherty, 4/03 
Moya #2, 7/02 
Yost #1, 7/03 


American #5, 8/00 

Bar-Lock #6, 9/03 

. Odell #1, (restored) 3/03 
78. 
79, 
80. 
81. 
82. 


Kanzler #3, 5/00 


Remington, coin-operated, 2/03 


Salter #6, 5/03 
Odell #3, 12/99 


Mignon #4. red & white. 7/03 


2,765 
ZSAT 
2,716 
2,650 
2,550 
2,447 
2,425 
2,401 
2,375 
2,247 
2,226 
2,225 
2,150 
2,100 
2,051 
2,050 
2,042 
2,025 


1,826 
1.825 


1,781 
1,738 
1,724 
1,635 
1,625 
1,600 
1,601 
1,598 
1,580 


1,535 
1,533 
1,526 
1,525 





1,520 
1,510 
1,501 
1,501 
1,500 


1,495 
1,480 
1,450 
1,435 
1,431 
1,427 
1,425 
1,414 
1,398 
1.381 
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83. Hammond #1, 6/03 1,351 
Virotyp, 10/02, International #5, 2/03 
84. Dollar, 10/02 1,337 
85. Franklin #9, 7/02 1,326 
86. International #5, 8/00 1,325 
87. Fox Sterling, 1/0 1,275 
88. Stenograph, Bartholomew, 2/03 1,250 
Underwood #1, Wagner, 4/03 
Lambert, embossed, 1/03 
89. International #5 Index, 5/01 1,237 
90. Hammond, remodel, 6/03 1,236 
91. Jewett #4, 3/00, 1,225 
92. Lambert, embossed, 4/02 1,200 
Stenograph, Bartholomew, 7/00 
93. Hartford, 7/02 1,183 
94. Dollar, 10/00 1,176 
95. Lambert, embossed, 1/00 1,175 
96. International #5, 3/03 1,150 
97. Caligraph #2, 8/02 1,136 
98. Helios, Climax, 4/00 1,127 
99. Chicago, scrollwork, 3/03 1,125 
100. World, 7/02 1,115 
101. World, 4/99 1,111 
Lambert, embossed, 6/02 
102. Yost #1, 9/99 1,107 





#11 - One of the rarest and most misunderstood typewriters 
of all time, the Ingersoll, made its auction debut on eBay, to 
the tune of $6505. 

It’s interesting to note that while some of the machines listed 
above sold for very impressive prices, there were other 
typewriters that also brought commanding prices, but failed to 
meet seller reserves. Some examples: 


Kneist, 10/02, 18,200 
Gardner, 5/01, 12,600 
Cash Typograph, 7/02, 7,200 
Crandall, New Model, 5/03, 5,200 
Williams #1, curved, 6/02, 5,103 
National desktop, 4/00, 3,350 
Munson #1, 3/02, 2,225 
Commercial Visible A, 5/99, 2,202 
Keaton Music, 3/00, 2,025 
Keystone, 1/03, 2,202 
Sun index, 7/99, 1,627 
Franklin #7, 3/00, 1,525 


As all collectors know, rarity, condition and completeness are but 
three of many criteria that factor into realized prices for the auction 
results listed here. Obviously, the winning bidders in the Top 100 judged 
each machine to be worth the amount they offered according to their own 
criteria and budget. 

These results prove that the answer to the age old question, “What’s 
my typewriter worth?” is “Whatever a willing buyer and seller agree it’s 
worth.” 


Please note: Any collectors who wish to contact me regarding pricing 
or trading ranges for typewriters on eBay, I’m happy to oblige, but I have 
a new e-mail address since it was last published in Typex. Please contact 
me at Typegal@hotmail.com or by phone at 415/485-5359. 
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MR. MERCEDES 


By Frank Barrett 


(Ed. Note: The following was originally published in The 
Star [November/December of 2000], the magazine of the 
Mercedes-Benz Club of America. To subscribe, contact 
MBCA at (800) 637-2360 or HTTP://www.mbca.org. This is 
reprinted here with permission. Mr. Frank Barrett is the editor 
of that publication and is also a member of the Typex “family,” 
and we thank him for allowing us to reprint his very interesting 
article.) 


Ever had a Mercedes-Benz just reach out and beg you to 
take it home? Then you know exactly how we felt when we 
spotted a shiny black Mercedes for sale at the Mercedes- 
Benz Classic Center in Felbach [Germany]. Except this was 
no car. It was a typewriter. See picture below. 





Mercedes 


Owning this unusual device made sense. After all, any 
Mercedes-Benz editor should have a Mercedes typewriter! 
About $200 (not counting a shipping bill rivaling that amount) 
and a few weeks later, the latest object of our mechanical 
affection was on display in our office. But how on earth did 
Mercedes-Benz ever get involved with typewriters? 


The answer lies in corporate diversification. After World 
War |, times were tough in Germany. Jobs, food, and money 
were equally scarce, and inflation was about to go out of 
control. For most people, buying a new car was the last 
thought on their mind. As Daimler Motoren Gesellschaft 
switched production from wartime aircraft engines back to 
peacetime automobiles, the company’s directors were 
painfully aware of the barren marketplace they faced. 
Seeking to diversify into a lower-priced market of more 
essential goods yet still take advantage of its technical 
abilities and strong reputation, DMG first licensed a German 
typewriter maker to use the Mercedes name—then went into 
the typewriter business itself. 
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Mercedes Typewriters 


Despite its maker evidently lacking the authority to use the 
proud name, the first Mercedes typewriter was made in 1906 
by Franz Schuller, one of Germany's first typewriter 
designers. After lengthy negotiations with DMG regarding 
conditions and stipulations, the Bdromaschinen (& Waffen) 
Werke A.G. of Zella-Mehlis Thuringia officially acquired the 
right to use the trade name Mercedes in 1913. Even then, it 
was all about marketing. The excellent reputation of 
Mercedes automobiles was unquestionably the reason for 
their request. It would sell typewriters. 


This arrangement was one of only two instances in which 
the name Mercedes was licensed for use on an outside 
product. The other such deal at about the same time, 
involved a shoe company! 


The contract between Daimler and the Zella Company 
granted permission for the “immediate application and 
registration of the said trademark for your typewriters, 
calculators, and other office equipment.” Further, the 
typewriter company promised “not to engage in the 
manufacture of engines, automobiles or other products 
related to the automotive sector or auxiliary industries.” 


A DMG letter of March 9, 1914, stipulated in several pages 
all the conditions, including Zella’s payment of a royalty of 
20,000 Marks in five equal installments over five years. Zella 
henceforth became known as Mercedes Buromaschinen 
Werke A.G. Zella-Mehlis, Thuringia. 


Like Mercedes-Benz cars, Mercedes typewriters were well 
known for design innovations. The first “legal” Mercedes 
model was a purely mechanical four-row machine, Model 3, 
which came out in December 1911. Later models were 
improved by Carl Schliins of Berlin, who had already worked 
15 years for the manufacturer of Adler typewriters. He 
followed the basic Underwood design with one major 
exception. The entire key field and typing lever mechanism 
could be removed. This not only made it easier to clean the 
machine but allowed faster repair and parts replacement, with 
the added bonus of being able to interchange typefaces for 
multi-language work. 


First Electric 


In fact Zella built the world’s first practical electric 
typewriter, the Mercedes Elektra, which appeared in 1921. 
Electric motors mounted on the right side of the machine 
allowed keystrokes 40 times lighter than a manual machine 
and moved the carriage across the page. An adjustable 
mechanism allowed a lighter type bar stroke for stencils and 
heavier blows for making up to 20 carbon copies. 


The Mercedes office typewriter was a bit like today’s word- 
processing and graphics programs in that space between 
individual letters and words could be adjusted, not 
electronically but mechanically via two simple knobs. Thus a 
long word could be squeezed into the space of a shorter one. 
A plate on the machine automatically warned typists as they 





eached the /etzte ziel, the last line on a page. A system for 

sily adjusting the leading (space between lines) was also 
incorporated. The basic machine was sold in three versions, 
one with columnar. tab settings, one with the spacing feature, 
and:a third with a removable cover. 


A major advance in Mercedes typewriter design came in 
June 1930 with the Express model, which required less finger 
pressure and had an electrically rotated platen. The 
Mercedes Favorit, introduced in 1932 as an economy model, 
did without some of the features of the Express. By 1933, 
Mercedes portable typewriters (Kleinmaschinen, small 
machines) were available. Although these were first made at 
an Underwood plant in Europe and closely resembled that 
firm's own models, all manufacture was eventually. shifted to 
Zella-Mehlis. Sold for RM 172, these 42-key machines were 
known as the Mercedes Prima model 134. A slightly larger 
and heavier portable, the Selecta, could practically do the 
work of an office-style machine. 


Even the marketing of Mercedes typewriters was similar to 
that of cars. Zella was not shy about promotion, which led it 
to commission a beautiful Mercedes advertising poster. 
Dating from 1911, the poster was created by Ernst Deutsch, a 
Viennese fashion designer who left Europe in 1933 to 
become a Hollywood set designer. See poster below. 





Still, business conditions were tough in Europe throughout 
the 1920s, and the Depression took its toll, so in 1930 Zella 
was acquired by Underwood-Elliott-Fisher. The final 
Mercedes typewriter, the Superba (the S-Class of the line?) 
appeared in 1936, priced at RM 200. So that typists didn’t get 
nervous watching all that intricate machinery, its mechanism 
was covered. Production of Mercedes typewriters continued. 


DMG Typewriters 


But now let's back up a bit. In fact, Daimler actually built 
@:: own typewriters! 





Return with us now to 1914. The original agreement with 
Zella regarding its use of the Mercedes name forbade the firm 
to build cars, but no reciprocal restriction limited Daimler from 
making: office equipment. After all, that probably was as 
fremote as the moon. When DMG made its licensing deal with 
Zella, it had not considered making its own typewriters, but 
after World War |, someone at DMG came up with that very 
idea. 


Following a thorugh market analysis, DMG's directors 
founded the Lissa Maschinenfabrik GmbH, first listed on the 
Stuttgart Commercial Register on March 26, 1923. Soon the 
company was re-named DMG Biromaschinenfabrik, GmbH. 
Although its initial office equipment line was limited to 
typewriters, future expansion into cash registers and office 
safes was seen as a possibility. 


Although the Mercedes name had been contracted away 
to Zella, two other valuable trademarks, the three-pointed star 
and the initials DMG, would identify Daimlers own equipment. 
Naturally, the new machines were identified by the initials 
DMG just above the keyboard, and like the radiators of 
contemporary Mercedes-Benz cars, the face of the typewriter 
was flanked by two three-pointed stars. 


In the end, DMG never did expand into the proposed cash 
registers and office safes, but between 1923 and 1925 
numerous office equipment patents were applied for. These 
never went beyond ideas on paper. The actual DMG 
typewriters featured mechanical advantages over competing 
products and were, of course, of a high quality. 


Economic conditions in Europe eventually improved. On 
July 2, 1927-—after the 1926 merger of Daimler Motoren 
Gesellschaft with Benz & Compagnie to form Daimler-Benz 
AG—the DMG Buromachinenfabrik GmbH was liquidated, 
and the flow of DMG typewriters ended. 


The Last Page 


Meanwhile, Mercedes Biromachinenfabrik in Zella-Mehlis 
was still going strong, and its Mercedes typewriters were 
known for their innovations and quality. The factory in the 
beautiful Thuringia vacation area was built like a resort and 
could be easily mistaken for an exclusive luxury hotel. 
Typewriter production in Stuttgart ceased after the 1926 
creation of DBAG, and the Untertirkheim plant went back to 
manufacturing superior automobiles named Mercedes-Benz. 


Though there’s no record of Mercedes typewriter sales in 
the U.S., the machines were sold around the world. In 
England they were marketed under Protos brand; in Argentina 
they were first dubbed Cosmopolita but later took the 
Mercedes name. The Underwood firm continued building 
Mercedes typewriters until 1951, and they remained in 
demand until the 1970s, but today they are more collector's 
items than mere utilitarian machines. 

Thanks to Contributing Editor Bob Nitske, Dieter Ritter 
(DCAG), DBAG histonan Peter Viererbi, typewriter histonan 
Richard Polit, and the Heinz Nixdorf Museums Forum for their 
assistance. : 
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TYPEWRITER 
CONVENTION 2003 


In Haydock, St. Helens , UK 
By Michael A. Brown 


On a splendid crisp, clear fall weekend of October 17-19, 
an international typewriter collectors meeting took place in St. 
TIclens, England. 

Some 50 or more folks from sumcrous countrics 
converged at Les Owen's muscum in the tiny hamlct of 
Haydock. 


WELCOME TO ST. HELENS 


‘lhis event actually began on Friday (carly for some folks) 
evening for most of the others. es had arranged for 
conventioneers to book rooms at the 700-year old Pied Bull 
Inn & Pub. (See picture below.) This old-time watering hole is 
located in Newton-Le-Willows, just a short drive by motorcar 
to the [Taydock muscum. 





So, after a short check-in and a couple of cold ones, the 
small American contingent that I was traveling with, headed 
off to Tlaydock to mect and grect our collector colleagues and 
international counter parts. 

‘Yhe evening began with the promised wine and chcesc 
event, and all in attendance seemed to be genuinely enjoying 
themselves by meeting new friends and reconnecting with old 
ones. 

Not being multi-lingual mysclf, it was fun for me to usc 
hand signals, winks, hugs, and broken forcign phrascs to try to 
"connect" with some of the few attendees that did not speak 
linglish. (The wine helped us a lot). 

Right on schedule, we all were treated to live entertainment 
that was provided by the [Iaydock Youth Brass Band, which 
played various renditions of a few familiar numbers and a few 
that were tradition English fare. 

As if to make the presentation more fun, it was suggested 
by the crowd that legendary collector Paul Robert take over as 
the conductor of the band. Paul did so and old Mitch Miller 
would have been proud of him as he stirred up the crowd to 
cheer. 

Immediately following Paul's performance, the audience 
called for ].es Owen to give it a shot. ].es too did a wonderful 
job of leading the band in harmony, and as he led with one 





hand, he would smack himsclf on the bum (as they say in 
England) with the other hand. 

This really served to cheer on the crowd and I am certain 
that either of these two gents could move on to a new career 
as maestro at the time of their choosing. 

Duce to all the merriment the time moved swiftly (as it 
always sccms to do at these type of events). I was having good 
fun socializing, but was keenly aware that the staff was hustling 
around behind the scenes to keep the wine and food flowing. 
And others were undoubtedly unloading some items that they 
had brought, or some were already making "sccrct" deals. 

I think it was somctime around 11:00 p.m. when the call 
was made for cveryonc that wantcd to mect back at the Pied 
Bull Inn for some "nite-caps." By the time we reached the 
hotel pub, the place was already jumping with locals and some 
"pretty" blonde girls were dancing and jumping about. 

I don't remember at what time we left the pub, but I do 
remember the barkecp yelling, "last call," so everyone ordered 
a bunch more of their favorite drinks. 

Then, a while later someone said the pub was closed, but 
just that quick the bar-keep said we were such nice folks that 
we could all order another round. So we did. 

Late in the evening or morning, whatever the case may be, 
we headed off to our respective rooms. Thankfully my room 
was only about 50 yards for the pub, so ] made it back OK. 


LET THE CONVENTION BEGIN 


‘Lhe sun rose carly the next morning (Saturday) and many 
of us met up again in the restaurant of the Pied Bull Inn for 
breakfast. 

I got to talk to long-time collector Amnon Paldi whose 
namc I had scen on mailing lists for over 20 ycars. It was 
especially fun to put a face and personality to what had for so 
long, just been a name. I concluded that he was a charming 
fellow, of great intellect, and we bonded immediately. 

Breakfast for the locals was probably just the ticket, but it 
scemed for most of the Amercians the food was just too 
different for us to savor. Necdless to say I got through with 
some toast and a spot of tea. Unfortunately, that did not do 
much for my hangover; some Tylenol pills were in order. 

After breakfast, most folks headed off to the St. Helens 
muscum and some were registcring their items to be sold at the 
auction later in the day. Fritz Neimann and ‘l'ony Casillo were 
helping to organize the auction listings and items to be sold. 


THE FIRST CORONA 

Before long an announcement was made that scheduled 
guest speaker Richard Milton would begin his presentation 
about ‘lhe First Corona. 

Richard started by passing out a 20-page booklet, which he 
had produced as a result of his lucky acquisition (on eBay) of 
the inventor I‘rank Rose’s personal model No.2 Standard 
Folding 'I'ypewsitcr. 

IIe told us that Rose was born around 1850, and in 1900 
was living in Brooklyn, NY. 

He also used a slide presentation and told us how 
Alexander Graham Bell and I‘rank S. Rose had the same ideas 
for furthering communication techniques at about the samc 
time. 

We Icarned that the U.S. Postal Service had no interest in 
Bell's idea, and the British said that boys could carry messages. 

Rose had other inventions besides the typewriter and 
among one of his first was the Rose Universal Copy Iolder. 
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In 1904 Rose patented his prototype model, which 
containcd almost all aluminum parts. ‘his is the modcl now in 
the possession of Mr. Milton. 

Richard also was thoughtful enough to bring a later 
production model of the Standard l‘olding typewriter so the 
viewers could compare the two. 

IIe also displayed original paperwork rclated to the 
prototype model, which he acquired from the Rose family 
descendants. 

We further learned that in 1906 Rose raised $150,000 for 
the development of the typewriter and that this was a 
staggcring amount of moncy in that time period. 

IIc concluded by telling us that Frank S. Rose dicd about 
1905-06 and that he hoped to continuc his quest to learn more 
about the inventor and his machine(s). (For anyone that may not 
know, the Standard Folding was the basis for the Folding Corona, hence 
the title of the booklet). 





THE FIVE-POUND SECRETARY 

Next up was guest speaker and fellow collector (turned 
author) Paul Robert who would begin his presentation about 
Blickensderfer typewriters. 

‘This was an old-fashioned slidc show prescntation and was 
based on Paul's new book "I'he Five-Pound Sceretary," co- 
written with Rob Blickensderfer. 

Paul told us that the first Blick patent was filed in 1889 and 
that early on word-writing elements (balls) were designed for 
the tiny Blick typewriters. We also Icarncd that in 1891 the 
traditional Blickensderfcr ball was patented and this would 
become the standard. 

In between Blick facts and figures Paul inserted a few 
photo clips of "Sexy legs & Typewriters" which is another 
book he has just published. [Te claimed that this was to keep 
the audicnce from falling asleep, but I think he had fun just 
titillating the typewritcr faithful. 

l'specially interesting were the showing of the so-called rare 
Blickensderfer No. 1 patent of 1891 and an even rarer photo 
of a Blick No. 1 machine. (Photo credit was given to Uwe 
Brekcr). 

‘Yhe talk ended on the discussion and apparent fact that the 

early Blick lilectrics were manufactured between 1901-1906 
and of all the known survivors (maybe four or five in total) 
that fit into this time period. However it is believed that Blick 
Electrics were again put into production around 1913 and after 
WWI. 
Paul cven showed us a photo of Blick Electrics on the 
production line around that time. But according to Paul, none 
of the machines from this time period are known to have 
survived. 








IIc speculates that this is very odd and suggests to anyone 
who will listen to keep checking the attics and bascments. Paul 
said that surely (and don't call him Shirley) some of these later 
Blick l‘lectrics must still be out there. 

Both presentations were received with great enthusiasium 
and presented in a professional and enjoyable manner. 


BUFFET LUNCH 


Somewhere around mid-day the lunch phase began. Many 
types of food were offered in a buffet style. ‘Ihe biggest hit of 
the fare was Betty Owen's homemade pics and pastry. Plenty 
of drinks of all varictics were also on hand. As people were 
eating they were also hustling last minute items for the auction 
and previewing the machines that were already in place. 


2003 GROUP PHOTO AT HAYDOCK 


A group photo (see cover page) was taken outside in front 
of the ]andbee Collection Museum. Most of all the attendees 
were present, and I offer my apologics to anyonc who was Icft 
out. (Les Owen was way in back and IIcrman Price, Angic 
Jimincz, Mike Brown and son Jason, were all taking pictures 
and are not shown.) 

The following is a list of attendees as supplied by ].es Owen: 


USA: IIcrman Price, Michacl A. Brown & his son Jason, ‘lony 
Casillo, Lin Lewis, and Angic Jimincz. 

SPAIN: Miguel Castro Dominguez, ].ago Castro Asensio, and 
Maria Jose Martinez 

FRANCE: I‘rancois Babillot, and Simone Babillot 
SWITZERLAND): Stefan Beck, Marco Frei, and IIcidi Frei 
GERMANY: Wolfgang Kulikowski, Rosa-Maria Kulikowski, 
Hana Pfulm, Uwe Breker, I‘ritz Niemann, Hermann Kerz, Jorg 
Kehrensen, Perter Berning, Tillamn J‘Ister, and Thomas Iutig. 
HOLLAND: Peter Olivers, Paul Robert, Klaas I‘renstein, 
Janny Exrenstcin, Jaap [orstink, and Jos Legrand. 

BELGIUM: Andre Breukers 

ITALY: Nicola Simone 

UE: Richard Milton, Jose Salvia, David Yard, Angela Yard, 
Bob Avia, Paul Avis, Robbie Bather, Nick I‘isher, Ian 
Ormerod, Amno Paldi, John Ferris, Paul Budgen, Michacl 
Robinson, Reg Dykes, Mary Dykes, Bernard Williams, Shelia 
Williams, Les Owen, Betty Owen, Gary Campbell, Derck 
Kitto, Colin ]abouchere, Geoff Dickens, Mike Greenwood, 
and Maureen and Sam Simpson. 
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AUCTION----GOING...GOING...GONE 


Next up was the auction. There were about 47 lots in all. 
This mostly consisted of typewriters, but there were a few 
calculators, cash registers, textbooks and ribbon tins. 

‘The auctioneer was Uwe Breker of the famed Auction 
‘lcam K6ln. Most of the bidding was less than spirited but 
Uwe kept the items moving with his humor and good nature. 

At one point, someone in the crowd remarked that Uwe 
was doing such a great job with the auction that he should 
consider doing that for a living. Of course, that made Mr. 
Breker chuckle. 

Anyway, all of the lots except four were sold, and most at 
mostly modest prices! 

A list of the auctioned items follows and was supplied by 
Les Owen and Fritz Niemann. Prices shown are in British 
pounds. Multiply by 1.7 to get USD figures. 
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£ 250.00 
PRIVATE TREATY SALES 


After the auction had ended there were some private treaty 
sales and some machines found new homes. I was asked by 
some of the owncrs/buycrs to leave out the specific details, 
and some of the other facts I did not record. Suffice to say that 
if you wanted to know what items were bought and sold, you 
could have attended. (Well, maybe next time.) 


Later that day, many folks milled about and socialized at 
Les' muscum, and many were still trying to "take-in” his wide 
and beautiful collection, which is nicely displayed. 


SATURDAY EVENING DINNER 

- Before dinner, many folks met up back at the Pied Bull Inn 
and were having drinks and enjoying cach others company 
before the dinner bell rang. 

At about 8:00 p.m. most of the party faithful sat down to 
what I would say was the best meal of my whole trip. Meat and 
fish was offered along with very tasty vegetables, and at our 
table a couple bottles of good wine helped to enrich the pallet. 
(Even Jason got in on the wine tasting). 

‘The biggest hit of the meal was my choice of desert, which 
was called "spotted-dick.” Basically, this was a sponge cake 
with vanilla icing, was a big hit with all who dared to try it. 

After the dinner, a large group of us rounded out the 
evening by returning to the pub. ‘I’his helped us to wind down 
form the whirlwind weekend of merriment. 


SUNDAY MORNING BREAKFAST AND GOODBYES 

At a reasonable hour on Sunday morning, many of us met 
back up at the Picd Bull dining hall for our breakfast, and the 
incvitable long good-bycs. 

‘There is no way in words to tell you just how much fun this 
event really was and how any of these type gatherings really 
move the attendees. All I can tell you is that this was an 
experience, the likes of which I shall never forget. 

Do yourself a favor and the next time you hear about a 
typewriter gathering, or convention, make it a point to get 
there! You won't regret it! 

On behalf of all those in attendance. ..a heart—felt THANK 
YOU to les Owen and all of his able staff for making it 


happen! 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 


Highlight of the European Convention 
By Lin Lewis 


As you may know by now, Bernard Williams, one of the 
collector legends of the typewriter world was at Les Owen's 
convention in St. Helens, UK. Despite having a stroke last 
year, Mr. Williams was able to not only attend, but hosted a 
for-sale table at the swap meet immediately after the auction. 

He displayed several lovely machines, perhaps among the 
last machines in his collection. Mr. Williams was generous in 
talking about and letting us gawkers play with the machines. 

For the first time, | was able to really examine a Malling 
Hansen. Those of us who will never own a Malling may be 
interested to know that the entire top, the writing ball, flips up 
to reveal a plain old typewriter ribbon. Who knew! It never 
occurred to me that it used such a plebian form of inking, 
thinking rather that it would have an archaic ink pad of some 
sort. As | depressed the keys and watched the angle of the 
type contact the ribbon, | was amazed at the ingenuity and 
engineering of this lovely machine. 

Mr. Williams had also brought several other typewriters. 
Of note was a beautiful Fitch in its original cabinet. A 
beautifully made piece of furniture, the cabinet opened to 
reveal the machine, which swiveled out on its own shelf, 
which in turn released the locking mechanism of several 
drawers in the cabinet. 

It was a pleasure to meet Bernard and Mrs. Williams and | 
appreciated the opportunity to visit with the other collectors. 
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Underwood 5 Platen Removal. 


By J. Michael Fritch 

Removal of the platen on early Underwood typewriters is not 
difficult but a bit tricky, since a number of parts have to be 
removed that on most other typewriters of the same era are left 
untouched. ; 


Actually, this applies not only to the Model 5 but also to all 
Underwood typewriters that use the toggle lever behind the left 
platen knob to achieve release of the linespace ratchet. 





This would certainly include the Models 3 and 4 on the early side 
of production and the Model 6, "M” Master, "S" and "SS" on the 
late side of production (including also the variants known as 
Standard - both versions -, the Champion and, possibly, others 
that escape memory), spanning the period from 1921 or earlier, to 
1954 or even later. 


As far as serial numbers are concerned, this would include 
numbers from at least 388,111, to 7,420,000 or later. 


Now that we have set the stage, let's get busy with the job of 
removing a platen. 


Step One: 

Remove both right and left carriage covers. They are held in place 
by two screws each. 

These screws, like all Underwood screws, have very narrow slots, 
just right for the early-day tools. Modern flat-bladed screwdrivers 
cannot be used, unless they are first modified by grinding the tip 
area. This can be done with a Dremel tool, with the screwdriver 
held at a very shallow angle so that an area of at least half an 
inch of flat screwdriver shaft is ground down on each side. This 
does take longer than grinding the very tip of the screwdriver into 
a V but this ‘tip cut into a V’' is precisely what must be avoided at 
all cost: a chisel-tip screwdriver will not loosen Underwood's often 
very tight screws but will ruin most every screw that it's used on. 


Step Two: 

Turn the platen so that the screws in the right-hand platen knob 
face up, and loosen them both, then slide off the knob. There is 
no need to fully remove these screws as they are sitting on a flat 
in the platen shaft and don't need much loosening for the platen 
knob to slide off. 


These platen knobs are always held by two screws. Their position 
varies. On the older machines, they are offset from each other by 
is 90 degrees. On newer machines with their longer platen knob 
shafts, the two screws are located in-line. 








Step Three: 
Loosen the four platen screws - two at each end of the platen. 


There is no need to fully remove these screws at this point 
although later on they will certainly have to be taken out. If you 
are using a magnetized screwdriver, which | highly recommend, 
then go ahead and remove them right now. However, if your 
screwdriver is not magnetized and you remove these screws now, 
you will most likely lose them in the bowels of the machine. 


Depending on the model of machine that you are working on, 
these four screws either all tighten against the round section of 
the platen shaft or, most commonly, one on each side tightens 
against the round section of the platen shaft while the other 
tightens against a machined flat. 


With the platen shaft out of the machine, this is easy to determine. 
if there are any flats, then you must visually line them up with their 
respective screw holes before inserting and fully tightening those 
screws. A note of caution: if there are any machined flats on the 
platen shaft, always tighten the screws that go into those 
locations first, before tightening those other screws that go 
against the round portion of the shaft. 


Also, on a number of machines starting with the Model 6, 
Underwood used two short sections of platen shaft instead of a 
single long one. There's one of these short sections on each end 
of the platen and each has its own platen knob. The right knob will 
have two in-line screws. If you happen to work on this kind of a 
model, you should reverse Step Two and Step Three because 
with this particular set-up, you will need to leave the platen knob 
in place, in order to remove the short right-hand platen shaft. 


Step Four: 

Using a fairly substantial flat-bladed screwdriver, wedge it 
between the platen ratchet detent arm and the ratchet wheel on 
the platen shaft, just outside the left carriage side frame. While 
lifting the detent away from the ratchet wheel, upwards-rotate the 
ratchet release lever that rides on the left platen knob shaft and 
detents on the ratchet detent arm until it clears the grooved roller 
of the detent arm and can be lifted up, and out. 
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Step Five: 

Locate the left-hand carriage release lever that's attached to a 
block below the left-hand platen knob shaft and comes around to 
an upright position in front of the platen knob shaft. The lever is 
attached with two screws. Remove the front one of these and 
loosen the rear one. 

At this point, allow the lever to ‘dangle’. 

Story continued on page 549. 








INTERVIEW WITH A TYPEWRITER 
COLLECTOR 


At 57, typewrter collector Robert Nelson long ago 
passed out of boyhood— today he and Peggy, his wife of 28 
years, even have two children, Kimberly and Robert, who are 
grown up, and teaching school. 

But we who have met Brother Nelson along the way know 
that he is essentially still a big kid at heart, while at the same 
time, thankfully, a “elderly craftsman" skilled in ail the patient 
techniques needed to restore these machines that we admire 
and collect. 

Need a rare typewriter fixed or restored? Or a part nickied 
or painted or re-made? The former auto battery production 
line supervisor is the man to contact (909-984-9409 at 1045 
W. Maple Ct, Ontario CA 91762, or by E-mail at 
rinelson@ix.netcom.com). 

Typex's Jack Knarr caught up with Robert for an interview 
the other day. 


Typex: When did you begin collecting typewriters? 

RN: In 1993. | had collected early telephones for about 15 
years, and, uh— you know, the more you collect something, 
the more you get to know people, and the more people you 
know? Well, some of these people were crazy. Like, if you 
bought something, or you were buddies with one guy, another 
guy hated you, you know? It was a weird bunch of people ... 
They had a club and they broke it up in half and started 
another club— it was vicious. 

Anyway, | lost interest dealing with them, and started 
selling off the phones to finance restoration of an old Buick, a 
‘54 Special 2-door hardtop. [Robert then bought and sold a 
‘33 Pontiac.] ... Then | thought, ‘Ahh, shit, | need a ‘51 Merc,’ 
so | bought a ‘51 Merc, a little old 1950s custom. 

It looked good, but it was too low to the ground for me to 
crawl under to see it good enough. But it was all rusted out, 
the doors sagged. And all it was was just a fat piece-of-shit 
Ford. | drove it for a while. My partner has it— all he’s got to do 
is chop the top. 

Anyway, I've always collected junk, ever since | was a kid 
growing up [after WWII]. My great aunt drove a ‘36 Buick 
coupe in 1951. To me it looked ancient. | was fascinated with 
this old stuff. My old neighbor buddy, we would take our little 
red wagon out on trash day, Monday, and just load up. We'd 
drag home console radios, everything. | just always liked junk. 

Anyway, after | got rid of most of the phones, and kind of 
got out of the cars a little bit, one day | was trudging around 
an antique mall looking for junk, and | see this Underwood 5. 
It was beautiful, beautiful! They wanted like $38 for it, and 
there was a 20 per cent sticker on it, and | thought, ‘How can 
they sell something so pretty— for so cheap?!" 

Couple weeks later, | see a Remington 10, and | thought, 
‘That's different, | better buy that,’ and | sprung for $15 or 
$20. Next thing you know, I'm putting up shelves, and I'm 
putting in typewriters. And it's got to the point where it's no 
longer a $15 or $20 item; you're saving your money to buy a 
$600 or $700 this or that. 

And I'm still interested. They haven't lost my interest. 

Typex: But you're only 10 years in. Shoot. 

RN: For me, it's the people, you know? Because, you 
know, if you need a part, a lot of times, they say, ‘Yeah, | got 
it; I'll just send it to you.’ They won't even let you pay for 
postage. 

Typex: It's nice when somebody does something for you 
like that. 





RN: Yeah, the telephone people, ‘Oh yeah, | got one, man; 
that'll be 75 dollars." 

Typex: Yeah, but you meet a lot of people like that in the 

iter business, too. 

RN: Yeah, but there aren't as many, at least in the circles | 
run in. You know the people I'm talking about. 

There's two real highlights to my typewriter collecting. The 
first one was when | was invited to a get-together at [collector- 
author] Darryl Rehrs house, and | spotted a wooden 
Hammond #1 buried under a bunch of crap out in his garage. 
He said he needed it as a parts machine. | bothered him for a 
year about that one, and one day he called, and said he'd just 
gotten another Hammond #1, and if | would fix it up, he'd give 
me the one in the garage. 

The second and probably the finest highlight of my 
collecting experience was the Philadelphia Convention of 
2,000. | met people that I'd talked with and E-mailed with for 
two, three years; | walked up to them, and it was like | knew 
them already: ‘Hey, hiya doing?!" It was like a religious 
experience 


Typex: How many machines do you have now? 

RN: Probably about 60 or 70... I've got one room lined with 
bookshelves of typewriters, framed advertisements on the 
wall. 

Typex: Do you use any of the machines at all— do you 
actually do any typing? 

RN: No, | don't type at all. | just love to putter around with 
them. | take ‘em apart as much as necessary to fix ‘em. My 
specialty is Hammonds, because they come apart like Tinker 
Toys. They’re pretty easy to work on. They're interesting to 
me, all the weird changes they went through. There's some 
pretty rare Hammonds out there that people don't know are 
rare. 

Typex: Which are the five favorite typewriters you own? 

RN: My Hammond #1 Universal straight keyboard— only 
seven in known collections. My Sholes Visibie. | really love my 
Williams #2 with white keytops. As common as they are 
nowadays, | really like my Chicago, the decorated one with all 
the scrolled pinstriping on the front. And my Hammond No. 1 
Curved, the mahogany machine. 

Typex: What's been your experience with eBay? 

RN: I've got a few good deals. | picked up a real nice 
Oliver #2 for $162; | mean, God, in ‘93, if you could have 
gotten somebody to sell you one, it probably would have been 
$300, $400. Back then, pre-eBay, if you could have bought a 
Chicago, you would have had to pay between $600 and 
$1,000; | sold a real nice Chicago on there, and shit, | only got 
$450, and I've seen them go for cheaper. A Hammond #12 
probably used fo be worth $250, $300; now you can pick one 
up on eBay any day of the week for $112. I've seen ‘em go for 
$50! 

Typex: Do you have any Sholes and Gliddens? 

RN: Yeah, | have two of them out on the workbench in the 
garage, ones I'm working on for somebody else. One I'm 
restoring for somebody else, the other one | had a front panel 
made that was missing... 

Typex: What is your philosophy of restoration? 

RN: | appreciate completely restored or over-restored 
machines, only if you've got no other option. If it's a rust- 
bucket piece of shit, over-restore it. But to take a machine that 
needs just a good cleaning up or a touch-up, and completely 
over-do it, I'm not for that. 

Typex: Any words of advice for collectors: 

RN: Buy what you like . 

(See picture of Robert Nelson on adjacent page.) 
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ackup. This must be serious. Below: A typical project 
In this case the “victim” is an 


Above: Robert (Orbert) Nelson calls for b 
machine that Robert can find on his workbench, on any given day. 


old Hammond No.2. 











Step Six: 

Wedge the substantial screwdriver between the platen ratchet 
detent arm and the platen's ratchet wheel one more time. While 
forcing the detent arm out of engagement with the ratchet wheel, 
pull the all-in-one variable mechanism, platen knob, ratchet wheel 
and platen shaft (long or maybe short) out toward the left. 


Step Seven: 
Lift out the platen. There, you're done! Well, almost. So, let's go to 


Step Eight: 

Swing the dangling carriage release lever back into its normal 
position. Re-install the front screw that you removed then tighten 
both screws. Yes, you will have to repeat the operation when you 
re-install the platen but in the meantime, you can operate with the 
machine, move the carriage from side to side or do whatever else 
you need to do. 


Feed rolls: 

If you want to also remove the feedroll shafts, you must first 
remove the paper table at this point. Be aware that there are four 
screws holding this part. Two of these stand out while the other 
two are located on 'wings' at each lower corner. The two screws 
on the paper table proper must be fully removed while the screws 
on the corner wings must only be loosened far enough for the 
paper table to be slid upwards and lifted away. On reassembly, 
make certain the two wings go under the screw heads. 

LPC o oho So So So So So SO OO SO SO SSK 
IMPORTANT NEWS ABOUT THE HANSEN WRITING 
BALL TYPEWRITER 


Danish Collector Christian Barnholdt is very interested 
in the HansEn Writing Ball story. He has already spent 
many hours on researching it and dispelling rumors about 
its history and production. 

In future Typexs we hope to relate his story and his 
findings. 

In the meantime he needs help from all you guys and 
gals. He is requesting we send him any and all details 
about the Hansen Writing Balls. 

Additionally, he is asking anyone who owns one or has 
access to one to answer the following questions by mail to 
the address below. 

1. What is the serial number? 

2. What is the year of production? (If known) 

3. Do you have, or can you send a photo? 

4. Number of keys--and which keys are they? 
Please contact him at: Christian Barnholdt, Anemonevej 4, 
DK-2970, Horsholm, DENMARK. 


E-mail atcba@pro-kom.dk 


NEWS FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY & 


Future typewriter collectors? 


| am happy to announce that our fellow collector friend 
Herman Price is now the proud grandfather of twin boys. 

Two beautiful boys named Hayden Hatfield Price and 
Hunter Hatfield Price were born on October 16, 2003. 

Herman reports that mom and dad and babies are all 
doing just fine in their hometown of Columbus, Ohio. 

Let's all join in congratulating them and wishing them 
all the best. Who knows, in about another 30 or 40 years, 
they could become typewriter collectors. 


<><> <> <>< ><> >So co coc oo coco coco coco crore 


Our ole pal Ed Peters, of Pennsylvania 


Not long ago | spoke with our dear old collector friend 
Ed Peters. I’m sorry to report that Ed told me that things 
have been strained for him, as he learned that his wife had 
breast cancer, and then lung cancer. 

Over the years, Ed brought so much good will and 
caring to our beloved hobby, and many of you got to know 
him personally. We all have learned or heard of his 
kindness and generous nature. Let's all join in a collective 
prayer for Ed and his lovely wife Katie. 

You can send well wishes to: 

Mr. Ed Peters, 108 Conestoga St., New Holland, PA 
17557 or call him at: (717) 354-5707 


ain Sa Se 


Ribbon Tin News....goes silent 


More sad news in the fact that just recently our long 
time friend, and editor of RIBBON TIN NEWS, Hoby Van 
Deusen, reluctantly made the decision to cease 
publication of his long time newsletter. 

This is especially painful for all the ribbon tin 
enthusiasts and collectors of typewriters alike, as anyone 
who has ever seen Hoby’s excellent work will attest. 

All the hard work and dedication that he put into every 
issue, was always evident. His lovely wife Nancy was 
always there to help, also. Over the years he published 
over 1,000 pages, with lots of color pages. 

He single-handedly did more to advance Ribbon Tin 
collecting, than any other person on the planet. 

It is not readily known if anyone will attempt to succeed 
him, but one thing is for sure. He will be sorely missed at 
the mailbox. 

Before we write his obit though, Hoby promises to still 
be around the network. He has back issues for sale and 
says he will still be available to buy all your rare tins for 
say $5, and then to sell them for $25. (Just kidding Hoby!) 

On a personal note | want to express my deepest 
thanks to Hoby and his wife for all the kindness and 
encouragement they gave me along the way. Hoby is a 
true gentleman and deserves a lot of credit for helping to 
advance our hobby in a positive way. 

My best wishes, on behalf of myself, and tin “@ 
everywhere. 

You can bother Hoby anytime at his new address: 
Hoby Van Deusen, 15 Belgo Road, Lakeville, CT 06039 

Or phone (860) 435-0088. e-mail at rin.hoby@snet.net. 

S43 <><><><><><>e><><><><><><5<><><><><> 











Volume 16 Issue 1 February 2004 





CELEBRITY MAKEOVER 








“BEAST” ----TO-----“BEAUTY” 


The dull black Sholes that collector Tom Russo bought at an lowa auction in 
1985 has been restored by Hermann Kerz of Germany. Q + A, Page 5565 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 

A belated Happy New Year to all! Thanks 
to the more than 50% of you who were kind 
enough to send in your renewals promptly. 

This really helps me to be able to buy the 
needed stamps, envelopes, ink, paper and 
other supplies to keep the Typex coming to 
YOUR mailbox. 

The message to everyone else will be to 
PLEASE send in your renewals NOW! 

In other news, I've had a chance to meet-up 
with some new collectors this past year, and 
enjoyed spending some time with old friends as 

well. 


| always like to take the time to encourage 
anyone who is reading this to reach out to 
fellow collectors who may or not be in your area. The old excuse used to be that 
phone calls were expensive. Not anymore! Now you can dial 10-10-987 +1+area 
code and phone number, and pay only 39 cents per call, plus 3 cents per minute. 

(No, | don’t get paid a commission.) Just wanted to let you know how easy it is 
to reach out to fellow collectors. Most of us love to talk typewriters, just pick up 
the phone. Or better yet, type a letter on one of your old manual treasures, and 
take it for a “test-drive.” A stamp is still just 37 cents, and we all know how efficient 
the U.S. Postal Service is. If you need a few addresses and/or phone numbers, 
contact Tony Casillo or myself. Our contact information is on the left side of this 


page. 

Oh! | left out e-mail. it can’t be any easier than clicking a mouse, assuming you 
have a computer, or access to one, and surely more than 60% of Typex 
subscribers do have e-mail. 

Anyway...let's get and start connecting with our brother and sister 
collectors. After all—THIS IS OUR HOBBY! 


SS 9 9 SS SO SSO SOS SOSOS 


News from Overseas: by Les Owen, England 

The main event of the last few months has been, of course, the 
Breker auction in Cologne, Germany. By past standards the quantity of 
typewriters on offer was lower, but there were some very nice ones that 
attracted strong bidding from the large crowd of attendees. 

Notable items follow. Approximate prices including commissions 
have been converted into US dollars. 
$3900 Pocket 





$2100 Bronze Rem-Sho 


$1000 Virotyp $4900 Sun 
$1400 Hammond No. 1 $1050 Peoples 
$1100 Columbia Bariock No. 10 $750 Merritt 
$750 Hall $1500 Helios 
$2250 Moya $1050 Daugherty 
$2350 Red Mignon No. 2 $1500 Postal 


$1850 Salter No. 6 $750 Odell No. 2 
$825 Emerson $1250 Odell No. 1b 
ee 

The collectors’ meeting after the auction was held at the Tennis Club 
as usual. This event was very busy and was organized by the German 
Club. All the stalls in the main room filled up early and there were many 
sellers around the car park (parking lot). 

Some of the prices achieved there were, Odell No. 2 at $625, a 
Williams 1b brought $2150, a Salter 7 was sold for $1250, an Imperial B 
realized $550, a Columbia Index hit $5500, and last but not least, a 
Caligraph 3 was sold for $600. 

SPS >So So So SS So So SSC SOS COSC Co SCC 

There will be a number of collectors’ meetings organized in Germany 
and France over the next few months. Anyone traveling to Europe during 
this period is welcome to contact Les Owen for details at 
lo@landbee.demon.co.uk Les will be pleased to meet and/or talk with 
you about the European news and events. 
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Online 


AE LEST STS AE) AER AT aS EN EASE RRT SHRI REMI CEE DUA SES aE T I OT Sy eS RTI ORR GE TO BTEC SAP RR TNE PO PL 
@ Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet by Tony Casillo 


eta sebin Seg opm ioe pera oe cha cies tBaY eBay PRICE CHANGES. eBay will be making changes to the fee 
daily average of more than 1,300 auctions to a low of about 600 on Sirectune stietive February 2, 2004. Komp tit are achediled th begin 


: nee : on eBay.com or eBay Motors after midnight on February 1, 2004 will 
Christmas day, less than half of the normal activity. Quiet for sure, be charged based on the new fees. Some fees will be in jas othe 
you could eines heer pas drop. Even: the uctocues typewsts will be decreasing, and the tiers for some fee structures will be 
keytop bracelet auctions seemed to be out of town for the holidays. dancin. Inn ddition ladies ‘Mn Seal lienpen Asics telva. ba 
Nonetheless, there were still opportunities to be had. You just had to engine. Wii 8 et 


Selig ‘Se Boyouch eb, And ens, te Mang tm ling cements onset 

blink of an eye, and in the holiday spirit of giving, eBay management 

ey gaat Leal aen — pay aa nae gee = Non-Paying Bidder Re-list Credit - Currently, an item listed on 

se - patie eee Peg es gine ice friends pa Drees eBay.com or eBay Motors that is won, but not paid for by the buyer, is 

in = — sicmecweve Dec ions business aa uetal not eligible for an insertion fee credit when the seller re-lists the item 
oe : and it sells. As of February 2, 2004, qualifying NPB items will be 


In retrospect, I thought 2003 was a very good year for typewriter eee — > 


collecting. Although there wasn’t a national typewriter collector's 
convention here in the US, there were several smaller gatherings in 
different parts of the country. Most memorable for me was last 
January’s meeting here in New York, where more than a dozen 
collectors, from Europe and along the east coast, braved the frigid 
temperature to come together and have one of the warmest get- 
togethers ever. In October, I also had the pleasure to visit with Les 
Owen in St. Helen, UK. Here, over 50 collectors from the US and 
many points in Europe gathered for three days of peace, love and 
typewriters. Once we left, I understand the town erected a monument 
of a giant Underwood typewriter on the site, in honor of Les Owen. 
None of this would have been possible without the power of the 


Second Chance Offer if Reserve Not Met - Currently, a reserve price 
item that ends without the reserve price being met is not eligible for a 
Second Chance Offer. Beginning in mid-March, sellers will be able to 
make a Second Chance Offer to under-bidders on items that do not meet 
the reserve. In addition, the reserve fee will be refunded if the Second 
Chance Offer is accepted. 


Effective February 2, 2004, the following fee changes will be made to 
eBay.com. and eBay Motors in the & U.S. 


Insertion Fees: eBay.com and eBay Motors Parts & Accessories 


oD) Internet and the friendships formed via e-mails and e-mail lists. Item Starting Price Current Fee 
Looking forward into 2004, I’m optimistic that the Internet will again $0.01 - $9.99 $0.30 
continue to be a key source for the future growth of our hobby. We $10.00 - $24.99 $0.55 
need to introduce new collectors to typewriters, and hopefully, we $25.00 - $49.99 $1.10 
can utilize the power of the Internet to help make a positive impact $50.00 - $199.99 $2.20 
on typewriter collecting. Happy New Year! $200.00 and up $3.30 
woe baywatch...recent eBay auction highlights. i $0.99 we 30 ni aaa baci 
$1.00 - $9.99 $0.35 
Hammond #1 $1,650. $10.00 - $24.99 $0.60 
Peoples Index 910. $25.00 - $49.99 $1.20 
Carissma 622. $50.00 - $199.99 $2.40 
Hammond Multiplex 550. $200.00 - $499.99 $3.60 
Smith Premier #1 545. $500 and up $4.80 
Williams #6 493. ; ; 
Fox Sterling portable 412. Reserve Price Fees: eBay.com and eBay Motors Parts & Accessories 
Remington #6 understrike 250. 
Geniatus 250. Reserve Price Current Fee 
Blickensderfer #5 244. $0.01 - $24.99 $0.50 
Yost #1 poor condition. 212. $25.00 - $99.99 ; $1.00 
M&W 207. $100 and up 1% of reserve price ($100. M 
Olivetti Valentine 205. 
Babycyl 197. Reserve Price Fee as of February 2, 2004 
Blick Featherweight 187. $0.01 - $49.99 $1.00 
Perkeo 182. $50.00 - $199.99 $2.00 
Wellington t72. $200 and up 1% of reserve price ($100. M 
Columbia Barlock #10 157. 
Underwood #5 152. 10-Day Listing Fee: Fee as of February 2, 2004 
LC Smith, green, Garret Fee — 
@ kemingion 5 portabic 128. Sony 
Oliver #9 103. : A 
Wann ae ee ee Seller's Assistant Pro Subscription Fee: 
Remi-Scout (green) TS. Current Fee Fee as of February 2, 2004 


$15.99 / Month $24.99 / Month 








A Fun Brief of the Worldwide 
Oliver Census of 2003 


By Shannon Leo Johnson 


When it comes to distilling the responses to my 
census, several questions or curiosities present 
themselves. Like, "Who is the owner of the last 
known Oliver? And, what are the five oldest 
machines known to still exist? What are the most 
elusive Oliver models?" | hope you enjoy my 
answers, If you have more questions send them in 
or let me know if you have added some more 
Olivers to your shelves. 

So, you're asking yourself, "Who does own the 
newest Oliver?" The answer to that is somewhat 
complicated. The newest Oliver known is the 
portable Oliver Courier — serial number CF78557, 
from Aprit 1959 -- owned by Will Davis; the last 
Oliver having been made in May of 1959, 
according to the results of Mr. Davis's remarkable 
research into postwar portable typewriters. 

Now, you're thinking, "The last known portable . 
. . that's a great find for Will, but what about the 
office machines most of us own." The honor of 
owning the oldest office-sized model goes to 
Thomas Firtig with his Oliver No. 20 (Halda 
Norden 5) -- serial number 477457 from 1947. 
"Heck no that's not the butterfly machine that 
brings a smile to our faces when we see it." OK, 
The newest traditional Oliver is Les Meltzer's 
Oliver No. 15 -- serial number EB26945 from 
1940. “But wait, that's a British machine, what 
about the originals, the American machines we all 
have?" You got it, the last one in my database is 
A. Williams's Oliver No. 11 -- serial number 
1033844 from 1927 +/-. And the newest beloved 
green machine that | have recorded is Chuck Dilts 
and Rich Cincotta's Oliver No. 9 -- serial number 
A998158. | know that is quite a few ‘lasts’ but now 
you know whom to congratulate for their end of the 
line finds. 

“What about the oldest five machines still out 
there?" you ask. You'll all be happy to know that 
you Can see two of them at the Milwaukee Public 
Museum (MPM) in Milwaukee, Wisconsin; two 
Oliver No. 1 machines have been reported to me 
as being part of their collection, serial numbers 
285 and 395. | don't know if they are on display, or 
in storage, but it might be worth a trip to drool over 
them, providing they let you near them. Another of 
the oldest Oli's, serial number 303, belongs to long 
time collector Dennis Clark. Uwe Breker holds the 





midpoint on this list of five with his Oliver No. 1 -- 
serial number 326. MPM holds the last No.1 in my 
database (see above). The fifth older Oli is the 
Oliver No. 2 -- serial number 5050 -- owned by 
Rich Cincotta and Chuck Dilts. It is gratifying to 
see that these great machines have been saved 
from the hammer and scrap heap. It leaves hope 
that others can be found too. 

Now you're wondering, "Will 1! ever be able to 
have a complete set of Olivers?" That depends on 
how you define your run length. If your goal is to 
get the most common models, then | would say 
you have a good shot of getting Model numbers 2, 
3, 5, 7, 9, and 11. Now if you want to fill in the 
‘export’ model holes in your set, you've going to 
have a tougher time finding numbers 4, 6, 12, 15, 
20, and 21, the portables, and even a Courier 
(Austrian made No. 3). You may even be able to 
find a Jacobi (a Courier that was rebranded for a 
major Munich dealer). If you’re a ‘die-hard’ Oliver 
fan, you'll be hard pressed to get Nos. 1, 10, L-10, 
L-12, and 16, but it's doable. The two hardest to 
find include one that has not been reported to me 
yet, Model No. 8, and one that was made in 
Canada, the Canadian Oliver No. 3. 

So, now you have answers to these questions 
and maybe you have a machine that is older or 
newer then the ones | featured. Or maybe you've 
got a model | don't know about, or haven't 
recorded. If you want to set me right, let me know 
what you have so | can get you the bragging 
rights. 

E-mail: sljohnson@mac.com 
My typewriter website: 
http: //homepage.mac.com/sliohnson/typewriter. html 





Below: Picture of an Oliver No.1 from Rehr's book. 
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OLIVER: 


e Alpha and Omega, 
the first and the last. 


On the right is a post 
card picturing an Oliver No. 
1. (Photo: Uwe Breker 
collection) 

Jann Dorothy of CA 
sent this item to me, and 
we thank her. 
FEAEEEEFEEFEEEE EEE EEE 


Below and to the right is 

a photo of an Oliver No. 15. 

Nick Fisher of the UK 

sent in this item and we 

thank him for bringing this 

rare model to our attention. 

He goes on to tell us 

that this machine is in a 

“war finish” and was the 

last ‘real’ production Oliver 

typewriter. The serial 

number is EA 21815, which 

he claims, dates it to 1940. 

@ The machine was 
produced in Croydon, 

London. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


The first letter came from Joe Krempasky of PA. If 
any of you can help please contact Joe directly at: 
20 E. Market St., Danville, PA 17821-1940 

About, November 21, 2003 


Greetings, 


We have been trying to promote C. Sholes 
here in Danville [PA] with some success. We 
have three Pa. Historical markers noting his 
bith here and employment at a local 
newspaper. There is only one other collector 
here that | know of. 

So far, my efforts to get the museum 
commission in Harrisburg [PA] more 
interested, has failed. Are you doing anything 
on this line? 

Remington rated Sholes as a WORLD 
benefactor and so do I. 

I’m also puzzied why other collectors don't 
consider the Sholes typewriter as #1. 


Joe Krempasky 
<o<><o coo <>< o coco coco co So >< 
This letter below came from Richard Willinger of 
NJ. If anyone can help with this query, please do 
so. Or contact Rich at: 22 Carlyle Ct., Robbinsville, 
NJ 08697. 


November 15, 2003 


Dear Mike, 


| don’t know if you are familiar with the 
series of travel books called “Access.” There 
is “Access Chicago,” “Access New York City,” 
“Access Philadelphia,” etc. 


| just bought the latest edition of “Access 
New York City,” printed in 2002, and on page 
13, in a green box, they make the statement, 
“(New York’s first subway) was conceived and 
constructed in 1870 by Alfred Ely Beach, a 
publisher and inventor of the typewriter.” 


it seems to me that that is not an accurate 
statement, but you can provide them with 
more complete information than |. Their 
address is: ACCESS PRESS, 10 East 53° 
Street, 5th floor, New York, NY 10022. 


Sincerely, 
(Signed) Rich [Willinger] 
<><><><><><><><><o<><><><><>< 





This letter to the Typex editor came in the form 
of an e-mail and was dated January 16, 2004 


Dear Mike, 


Betty and | would like to thank you for the 
wonderful coverage you gave to the 
convention we held in the UK in October, both 
before the event and the great article after. 


| sent a copy of the article to the owners of the 
Pied Bull, since you featured it. 


We were both “stressed out” after everyone 
had gone home, but happy that so many 
people had made the effort to attend from so 
far away. It left us with so many fond 
memories. 


Just to keep in that mood, | am wearing my 
“Philadelphia” tee shirt as | type this. Thanks 
for that too! 


Les Owen, UK 


Les and Betty, the part | did was very small 
compared to all the work, effort and good old 
hospitality, that you guys provided. It is precisely 
because of good folks like you and Betty, that so 
many of us can say that we are proud to be a part 
of such a wonderful group of people. 

The way you guys shuttled many people to and 
from the airport, to the great food, and ail the 
behind-the-scenes things that you did were well 
above and beyond the call of duty. 

Again, on behalf of all those in attendance, may 
| offer a sincere and heart-felt THANK YOU! 


<><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
BELOW: VINTAGE ADVERTISING 
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Satisfaction Cuaranteed or Money Refunded. 
Embodies every good quality found in other standard writing 
machines, and has many points of superiority all its own. 
*Yrrite us for IMustraied Pamphiet. giv: ving special features, 
etc. Ask for specimen drmaengranl =. Seni two- 
cent stamp nay *Colambian™ Ca) 










250 
years. OLD ALL ov EI R THE TORLD. 


$60 National Typewriter Co., $60 
wee 715, 717, 719 Arch Street, neta 
Irres ive Philadelphia. ters. 
of Highest Possible 
wi pire nes process. Quality. Lowest Price. 


S55 











CELEBRITY MAKEOVER... 


Thomas A. Russo of Wilmington, DE, 
typewriter collector extraordinaire and author 
of three lavishly-illustrated books including 
"Mechanical Typewriters,” had a decision to 
make: 


Should he restore his Sholes & Glidden 
Perfected Model? Or leave it the dull black 
undecorated box it was when he found it? 


Many of the original more crude Sholes & 
Glidden models had been returned to the 
Remington manufacturer to be updated in the 
late 1870s. The foot treadie that operated the 
carriage was eliminated; the flowery pinstriped 
bodies were painted a more businesslike 
black, and so on. 


Since Mr. Russo owned an early one, 
Serial No. 1,576 he decided to make that leap 
back into the earliest Sholes & Glidden 
typewriter history, and have his machine 
restored and gloriously redecorated as it once 
might have appeared when first sold. 


He chose a master of restoration, Mr. 
Hermann Kerz of Germany, to do the job. The 
restoration was extensive, exhausting, and-- 
as is evident in these wonderful photographs 
supplied by Mr. Kerz-- colorful and meticulous. 
(See cover and page 558.) 


Nobody's saying how much the job cost, 
but Typex associate Jack Knarr, querying 
Hermann about the possible restoration of a 
much more simple Remington 2, was quoted a 
price of $2,700. 


At any rate, Hermann delivered the 
Sholes & Glidden back to Wilmington, DE, 
where the sparkling jewel now stands 
beautifully displayed in Tom Russo's 
collection. Eventually, Tom plans to have a 
foot treadie reattached once again. 


How was this dazzling job done? Typex 
asked Mr. Kerz a few questions, which were 
kindly translated by Paul Robert of the 
Netherlands, who helped create the decals. 


Hermann's introduction: [i was] born Nov 
1, 1938 in Cologne, Germany, learned the 
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trade of artisan book binder between 1953-56, 
and was head of the book binding and 
distribution department for the German 
Lufthansa for 26 years. 


My interest in collecting typewriters 
Started in 1990. The reason for that was that 
my wife, who learned to type on an old 
Rheinmetall in 1951 and who worked on one 
for years in an insurance company, expressed 
the wish to own one of those machines for 
nostalgic reasons. 


So | went to a flea market where | didn't 
happen to find a Rheinmetall, but an old 
Mercedes 5, that showed some defects, like 
the starwheel (ratchet wheel?) and the 
carriage, which had broken in 4 places. 


Being a perfectionist, | wanted the 
machine to work, of course, so | called office 
machine companies that used to sell these 
machines to ask them for parts. Unfortunately 
there weren't any. 


As | was looking for parts, | discovered a 
collector's scene, which had been completely 
unknown to me before. All said and done and | 
met Mr. (Peter) Muckermann and gradually 
other collectors and ! saw typewriters that |! 
had never seen before. That is how my hobby 
developed. After that | discovered an appetite 
for American machines. 


TYPEX: This machine is simply 
breathtaking! Please detail for us the steps 
you take in conducting a restoration of this 
magnitude. 


Mr. Kerz: [it was] completely dismantied, 
down to the last screw. This machine, SN 
1576, can be seen in its as-found condition in 
Tom Russo's book Mechanical Typewriters on 
page 203. — 


| took some pictures of the dismantling 
and reconstruction of the machine. All the 
nickel-plated parts were sandblasted with 
glass droplets, then polished back fo bright 
shine, which | do myself in my own workshop. 
After preparing them | take the parts to a 
plating plant. There they are first copper- 
plated and then nickel-plated. 


{Continued on page 557) 





TYPEX: Which parts were missing or 
broken, and had to be remade from scratch? 
Which were found on parts machines (if any), 
and where? 


Mr. Kerz: | replaced the small paper table 
by a larger paper table, using the original 
connecting staples. Five key levers and the 
space bar needed to be replaced. Several key 
tops were replaced, including the glass 
covers. | made the wooden platen roll on the 
turning lathe. On the upper right of the 
machine, | had to make a wide slot, to attach a 
wheel for the “drac band" (Carriage return 
band?), which had to be fastened with a 
separate part under the cover. On the right 
side | had to attach the holder for the side 
lever. | had the side lever cast in Switzerland. 
The big wheel consists of three parts and | 
had the cover for the side lever produced by a 
specialist in Switzerland. For the rest, | 
replaced the rubber feet. (Tell me where in the 
world | can find original parts for the Sholes & 
Glidden and I'll come running.) 


TYPEX: What are your secrets of 
restoration? For example, what cleaners and 
buffers do you use? Are the rubber and 
wooden parts all remade new, or are the 
originals saved and used? Who does this and 
how? 


Mr.Kerz: | reproduced ail the wooden 
parts. The rubber platen was made by a 
company in southern Germany: Fa. P. 
ROhling, Gummiwaizen Eildienst, Ejinsteinstr. 
1, D 71254 Ditzingen (Germany.) The e-mail is 
p.roehling@t-online.de. 


The secrets of this restoration have to 
remain my secrets. Some of them cost me a 
lot of time and money. 


TYPEX: Was this machine really taken to 
a Mercedes dealer to be repainted? How 
many coats does it have? 


Mr. Kerz: This machine was not taken to a 
Mercedes dealer. Where does that story come 
from? The entire machine was sand-blasted; 
pits and scratches were evened out and 
sanded. After that a ground layer was applied 
and wet sanded. After that the black lacquer 
was applied and again sanded. After that the 
flowers were applied and vamished. Then 


comes the first clear coat. After that sanding 
again and a second clear coat. Next come the 
blue and gold pinstripes by airbrush, so that a 
total of 7 lacquer layers are best. |, do all the 
work involved in coating except for the lacquer 
that is done by the Gerd Weil Company, close 
to my home. 


TYPEX: Who did the pin striping and the 
painting of the flowers? Where on earth did 
the pictures of that wonderful woman come 
from? Are these decals that were made up 
special? Were these same pictures used on 
the original Sholes & Glidden Type Writer? Or 
are these a sort of Victorian Age over- 
restoration? Is this machine actually better 
than it was when brand-new? 


Mr. Kerz: All the pin striping was prepared 
with tedious labor in Corel and cut into a 
masking foil and applied to the machine. The 
flowers in color and roses in gold were 
reproduced from samples on a special printer. 
The picture of the beautiful woman comes 
from an original Sholes & Glidden from a 
collector in Belgium. | try to stick to original 
samples for 90 percent. For this | visited many 
typewriter museums and collectors in Europe 
and worked my way through all the literature 
about Sholes & Glidden. For me this machine 
is much more attractive in its current condition 
than it was when it was still a bland black box. 


TYPEX: What was the most difficult 
aspect of the job? 


Mr. Kerz: It took 18 months to find exact 
and detailed examples. 


TYPEX: What gave you the most 
pleasure? 


Mr. Kerz: Tom Russo's wide eyes as | 
take the machine from the box. 


TYPEX: Did you catch any unexpected 
"lucky breaks" along the way? 


Mr. Kerz: The happiest break was when 
my wife and | could fulfill an old wish and drive 
part of the Pan-American highway from San 
Diego to Anchorage and back through the 
Rockies to Los Angeles. All this by car (AVIS). 


(Continued on page 558) 
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The Art of the Decal 
How'd they do that? 


The master of the decal, Paul Robert of the 
Netherlands, sent us this photo (see page 559 on the next 
page) of examples he has made for restored Sholes & 
Glidden typewriters. And he described how he and 
restoration expert Hermann Kerz of Germany worked 
together to create the wonderful decorations for Thomas 
Russo's machine: 


“Hermann came up with the Victorian girl and had it 
reproduced and touched up. And he came up with a book 
full of rose pictures and a plate (really) that was decorated 
with roses.” 


“Apart from the Victorian girl, | made all the decals on 
the machine. Hermann didn't want me to use any of the 
colored roses from his book and plate, or the Victorian girl 
for other projects, so later on | made a complete set of 
other decals, based on originals from Sholes & Glidden 
machines.” 


“All the other ones were made by me and are based on 
pictures | took of different machines. These include the 
ones with a coat of arms and landscapes. Peter Weil (of 
Delaware) is using those for his Sholes & Glidden and 
Robert Nelson (of California) has them for a Bill Kortsch 
(of California) machine.” 


“ What | do (if | can) is take high-resolution pictures with 
rulers in them for size, and touch them up on the 
computer and print them in full color and single ink layers 
(for metallic gold) on the Alps md5000 printer on decal 
paper. They need to be coated and applied to the 
machine and then coated again to blend them into the 
lacquer. Hermann does a great job on that.” 


SPS PS PSrS rad rcrco<oco<acococococo< 


CELEBRITY MAKEOVER-----Continued from page 
557. 


TYPEX: Where do you get the patience to do 
such an in-depth job? Describe how you had to cut 
the glass keytops underwater, and why. 


Mr. Kerz: Being a Capricom, | start where 
others give up. 


TYPEX: Is this your best restoration? We hear 
you have a spotlessly-clean home full of mint 
restored machines; please list your best 10. 


Mr. Kerz: Right now this is my best restoration. 
Earlier | made for Thomas Russo a Williams 1. 
Other machines / restored include Adier 7, 
American Index 1 and 2, Archo, Blickensderfer 5 — 
9, Chicago, Commercial 6, Continental, Densmore 
No. 5, Edelmann, Emerson 3, Empire, Erika, 
Franklin, Geniatus, Hall, Hammond 1,2 and 12, 
Heady, Helios, Ideal A 2, Imperial B, Mercedes 2, 
Merritt, Mignon 2 black and red, Molle, Odell 1,2,3 
and 4, Pittsburg 10 and 12, Remington 4 and 7, 
Victor Index, Yost 4. 


TYPEX: Do you ever type on your machines? 
When we received a recent note from you, we were 
dumbfounded to find it written by hand! 


Mr. Kerz: Only to test after the repair. The 
handwritten note is from my wife Helga. 

| hope you are happy with my explanation and 
wish you all the best and a happy new year. 
<><><><><><>< ><> <>< ><> <>< ><> ><> <>< 
BELOW: SEE SOME MORE STUNNING PHOTOS 
OF THIS CELEBRITY MAKEOVER! 
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OH, YEAH. 
THAT ONE. ; 


\ QUST READ THIS THEORY 
THAT AN \NFINITE NUMBER OF 
MONKEYS WITH AN INFINITE 
NUMBER OF TYPEWRITERS AND 
ALL THE TIME IN THE WORLD 
WOULD EVENTUALLY WRITE 
THE COMPLETE WORKS 
OF SHAKESPEARE. 
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Another Unknown Blickensderfer 


Story by Paul Robert 
(Discovery by Flavio Mantelli) 


“OHHHHHH... check pat. # 656,086... It'll be 
a nice surprise for you ;-))).” The e-mail came 
from Rome on a Saturday evening in December. 
Flavio Mantelli and | had been planning a new 
book in the Virtual Typewriter Museum Series, 
and while he was doing some research Flavio 
seemed to have made a splendid discovery. 


| hurried to check the number he sent me and 
found something that | had never expected to 
see in my lifetime. At least, not so soon after the 
publication of the Five-Pound Secretary, the 
Blickensderfer history that Rob Blickensderfer 
and | wrote. Here was an_ unknown 
Blickensderfer patent for a machine that was 
never produced: an electric understrike typebar 
machine. 


| was breathless. Blickensderfer patent 
656,085, issued on August 14, 1900, is the first 
patent for the regular Blickensderfer Electric. 
This one, 656,086, issued on the same day, was 
completely different. This was for a standard 
upstrike typewriter, driven by an electric motor 
that would ensure an even striking force of the 
typebars against the paper. 


After reading the technical specifications it 
was clear that this was not a patent that George 
Blickensderfer had filed with the intention to 
produce it. The broad wording clearly indicates 
that this was an invention that would improve all 
existing standard typewriters. The idea was that 
on depressing a key, the running motor would 
take over and depress the key further and 
releasing it. In case of a power failure, the 
operator would only have to disconnect the 
motor from the machine in order to use it as a 
regular manual typewriter again. 


There can only be one reason why George 
Blickensderfer would have filed this patent on the 
same day he patented his own completely 
electric typewriter. He wanted to be not one, but 
two steps ahead of competition. 


Planning to launch his revolutionary electric 
typewriter in 1901, he must have realized that his 
much more powerful competitors would not 
hesitate to build their own electric machines as 
soon as he started conquering the market. This 
invention would actually make it easy for them to 
produce an electric typewriter based on their 


(Me Bode 





existing mechanical designs, with at least three 
advantages: 


1. The quick launch, after the Blick Electric, 
of electric versions by market leaders 
like Remington and Caligraph would 
certainly support the acceptance of the 
electric typewriter by the public. 2 
2. Any electric understrike using this ‘ 
system would be inferior to the much 
more sophisticated —_ Blickensderfer : 
Electric. 
3. Sales of an electrified Remington using 
the Blick system would be a welcome 
extra source of income for the small 
Stamford-based company. 


Unfortunately for George (and not to mention 
for us collectors) the Blick Electric failed 
commercially and as a result this odd design for 


an electric understrike typewriter never 
materialized. 
No. 656,086. Patented Aug. 14. 1900. 


G. C. BLICKENSDERFER. 
TYPE WRITER. 
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A TYPEWRITER MUSEUM. 


Qne of the most interesting sights the editor of 
S _ OFFICE APPLIANCES has had the pleasure of view- 
_ing was presented to him in the general offices 
of the Oliver Typewriter Company in Chicago. 
One may go into many of the larger offices of 
the various typewriter companies, and if per- 
mitted to visit the ‘‘store room,’’ he will possibly 
find an array of many varieties of writing ma- 
chimes, but the Oliver company have gone one 
better by fitting up one of their directors’ rooms 
with elaborate glass show cases surrounding the 
entire outer walls, and in these cases are to be 
seen specimens of various makes ot typewriters, 
almost ninety in number. . 


The list includes early and late models of all 
the standard and well-known typewriters, and 
many not heard of by the average public, which 
include the ‘‘ Ideal,’’ ‘‘ Maskeline,’’ ‘‘Graphie,’’ 
‘“North’s,’’ ‘‘Edison,’’ ‘‘Kanzler,’’ ‘‘ Merritt, ’’ 
‘‘Commereial,’’ ** Bonita,’”’ ‘‘ Peerless,’’ ‘‘ Key- 

& stone,’’ ““Duplex,’’  -‘‘ Eelipse,’’ ‘“Defi,’’ 
‘*Shimer,’’ ‘*‘ Regina,’’ ‘‘Continental,’’ ‘‘Stow- 
er,’’ ‘‘Salter."’ ‘*Granville.’’ ‘‘ Globe, ’’ ‘* Waver- 
lv,*’ ‘*Gardnrer,’’ ‘‘Fitch’? and dozens of others. 
We had expected to show, in this issue, a picture 
of this museum, but owing to the National Busi- 
ness Show in New York our time was spent else- 
where, and we shall reserve pictures for another 
issue. 

The Oliver Company, in fitting up this museum, 
invites both the typewriter fraternity and the pub- 
lic to visit their offices and examine this array 
of machines. It is well worth the visit and 
may be the means of educating many as to the 
general appearance and features embodied in com- 
peting typewriters. ? 


Above: This piece was found in a November 1905 issue of Office Appliances. This is of 
particular interest as it shows us that as early as 1905, and likely earlier, companies and 
ae individuals were thinking about preserving “old antique” typewriters. 
If you ask me, it looks like they had quite a nice collection, even by today’s standards. 
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From Around the Network 


Thank you for all your hard work, John & Eileen 
Cain, OR 

Lin Lewis, SC writes: Thanks Mike! Am | the only 
subscriber who fills out the [renewal] form with a 
typewriter? 

No Lin, actually about 30 to 40 percent of the 
subscribers do either fill out the form, or type me a 
note on a typewriter! Way to go people, | love it. And 
keep those cards and letters coming. 

Keep up the good work—sorry to hear about Ed 
Peters, Siegfried Snyder, NY 

Michael, This (November) issue is outstanding. 
Thanks for your devotion to this hobby. Eddie 
Wells, VA 

Mike, | really enjoy Typex. Keep up the good 
work. Thor Konwin, CA 

Great publication! Robert Ruddell, NY 

Lee Ann Clark, CT sent me a calendar with 
lovely picture of a Victorian girl and | wanted to thank 
her. 

Hello Mike, thought | would surprise you and get 
my check in early this year. Keep up the good work. 
Regards, Mike Campbell, Ml 

| thoroughly enjoyed the last issue...keep up the 
good work, and our thanks to Jann Dorothy for 
sharing her eBay pricing data. With very best 
wishes, Fernando Costa, Brazil, South America 

Thanks for the early renewal and encouragement. 

Thanks for yet another fine issue! Richard Polit, 
OH 

Keep up this top-notch journal for the typewriting 
community. Thanks! Mark Taff, CA 

Keep ‘em coming, Mike! Every issue is just 
spectacular. | read them until they literally fall apart! 
All the best, Sister #3, [Lynda Beckler, CA] 

Don’t worry Lynda, Ill try to keep producing them, 
until | fall apart! 

| enjoy each issue, thanks! Bill Johnson, KY 

Bill, | enjoy that you enjoy each issue, and thank 
you for your support of our hobby. 


8399 3 SFI OI OOOO 


PARTING SHOT 


On the right is one 
last color photo of the 
Celebrity Makeover 
typewriter. This one 
shows the beautiful 
flower on the keyboard 
cover, and some of the 
keyboard itself. The story 
for this photo can be found 
on pages 556-58. Thanks to 
Hermann, Kerz, Tom Russo, 
Paul Robert, and Jack Knarr. 








Thanks for another great year of Typex. Your 
dedication, enthusiasm and hard work on behalf of 
the typewriter collecting community is much 
appreciated! Sister Jann [Dorothy], CA 

Thanks to folks like you and many others for all 
YOUR hard work and dedication and to each and 
every subscriber. Without all of you this newsletter 
would not be possible! Mike Brown, Ed 

Ernie Jorgenson, ID, reported that he donated 

his Marchant calculator collection to the second 
largest museum in Idaho. He says they have 85,000 
items on display. You can see their website at: 
http:www.historicalmuseumatstgertrude.com/ 
Ernie tells us that this is the largest collection of 
Marchants under one roof and of particular interest 
to typewriter collectors is a very rare Dactyle that 
Marchant Bros. imported from France. 

Thanks very much for producing this [Typex]. 
Which reminds me from time to time that there ARE 
other similarly afflicted people around the 
world...Nick Fisher, UK 

Thank you for your great work! Norbert Schwarz, 
Germany 


FP OP OOO OPOOPOIENO’C 


Welcome New Members 
Steve Cudlip, iL 

Stefan Beck, Switzerland 

Miguel Castro Dominguez, Spain 
Scryption Museum, Netherlands 
John Pulley, MO 

Theresa Dummitt, OH 

Wilhelm Seuss, Austria 


IOI OPP OIMOPNOOS 


WANTED: 

Hermann Kerz is in real need of one or more metal 
ribbon spools to fit an Emerson typewriter. These 
need to be the original style that came with the 
machine. If anyone can help him he can be 
contacted at: Hermann Kerz, Lechenicherstr 22, 
50937, Cologne, Germany. 

Phone / e-mail: 0221/418280 or h.kerz@t-online.de 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 
A hearty hello to all my friends 
and colleagues in “Typewriter Land.” 

The big news this issue is that lots 
of you have been contributing items 
for us to use and that makes for a 
better than usual issue. | thank all of 
you who have contributed. 

In other news, our friend Tony Casillo 
who has been doing a superb job as 
e-news reporter, has told Typex that due 
to his busy work schedule he can no 
longer submit his quarterly column. 

However there's good news. Another Typex favorite, Jann Dorothy of 
California has stepped forward and volunteered to take over Tony's 
column and keep it in print. 

First, I’d like to thank Tony for alt his wonderful work and for creating 
this e-news column in the first place. 

Next | would like to thank and welcome Jann for coming to the rescue. 
Let's all give a hearty welcome to Jann and if you have any contributions 
for e-news, please pass them to her at: 347 Irwin St., San Raphel, CA 
94901 or phone (415) 485-5359. Her e-mail is at: typegal@hotmail.com 

Last but not least, | would like to acknowledge our friend Pau! Robert 
of the Netherlands who has just released the first (of what we hope will 
be a long run) of his electronic newsletters via the Virtual Typewriter 
Museum website (www.typewritermuseum.org). Paul can be reached at: 
Parnassusweg 30, 1076 AR, Amsterdam, The Netherlands. Or phone: 
0031-20-4705924, or by e-mail at: type@xs4all.n! 

KP <>< o CoCo Co oC o coco Coco coco coco coco ococ 
“TYPEWR' Cc CTING IS le 
News from Overseas: by Les Qwen, England 

Some excitement was generated by the appearance of a rare 
Hammonia typewriter in the auction at Bonham’s, Birmingham, England. 
Originally purchased at a flea market for the equivalent of $10, it later 
sold for around $11,000. Not a bad return for a $10 investment! 


The meeting news from overseas is as follows: 

(1) April 18" saw a weekend meeting in Paderborn, Germany. 
This was the Annual General Meeting of the German club and 
was a three-day event. Unfortunately we missed this report as 
it was just before press time. 

(2) May 22™ is Auction Team Breker’s event and is always 
attended by many collectors from all over Europe and other 
places as well. After the auction is the very popular “bring and 
buy” at the Tennis Club. If you cannot attend, at least buy the 
catalogue. It is a good guide to current values! 

(3) May 29" is another International meeting in Italy at the 
Mitterhoffer Museum and is hosted by Curt Ryba. 

(4) In June the Annual General Meeting of the French Club will be 
held at Roanne, near Lyon. 


Sadly, there seems to be too little interest or too few collectors here 
in the UK to persuade anyone to organize a small regional meeting. But 
if eBay is used as a barometer, then interest has greatly increased by 
about five-fold, in as many years. 


RPP So Soo So So SS RSS SS CS SoCo So CoS occ o< 


Food for thought! 
Make Love, not war. Hell, do both—GET MARRIED! 
If voting could really change things it would be illegal. 
Fighting for peace...is like screwing for virginity. 
It's hard to make a comeback... when you haven't been anywhere. 
If pro is opposite of con, then what is the opposite of progress? Congress? 
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® Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


On March 20, 2004, the NY Times published a story about 
obviously fraudulent auctions on eBay. It seems that eBay’s 
lackluster response to this sort of problem has resulted in a 
vigilante crusade against auctions where there is an apparent 
potential for fraud. Once a suspicious auction is picked up on 
a vigilante’s radar, they will then attempt to foil the fraudulent 
sellers auction by bidding the item to unrealistic heights. This 
usually draws attention to the would-be fraud and discourages 
potential victims from bidding. One such auction, for camera 
equipment with a market value of about $2500, resulted in 
vigilante bidding reaching 2.5 million dollars. The Times 
reports that while eBay does not endorse this sort of behavior, 
it has issued warnings and suspensions for some of the 
vigilante bidders. While reading the article, I recalled a few 
questionable eBay typewriter auctions myself. Here’s one I 
thought noteworthy. 


Ebay item 222816107... decide for yourself: 








madeatocasst: > ba! 


NASON typewniter /printing contraption! : 
Wield 01d machine by Mason Typewriter Conpamy.Hew Ver eve mamber. TIBI HEE 
You ane signed bn 
Bidding hae ended for this item 
Be Currre bit US $3,058.00 fteasece nit met ‘Seller information 
Ended Feb 26-04 21:15:15 PST 30h ease teehee SS 
i Feedox’ Score Pr 
Stattime Feb IE0E 2:15 15 FST Puclive 
Member 


Meee Mets COtEe cst et 
High Bidder group (7) 





Rem lecatien Os Fig Apple 
Urernd Listes 





Description (.) i 

This range typetrier or typrenter-tihe perting device bs labeled “Naree Typeeriter Cempacry. Hew York’. It made cf either tn er mscet Beby shirsinam (ibe 
wepacted cherry marta Goes mot ateact 3 saqeet) Thee at 26 Mocks thus heb characters AZ, peewumebiy whed inthe 2 nkweBr Serul 6705. Thankes foe 
booty 


Lee tees mare A cart tabs Cn Pete en rs dpa ey Rome ns ee, emo 


Notes fre peterou bidders oe our tema 

1, Cur tems ace seh “as ts”, aD cates Sead 

Vetes bor pedrotel Uebtert on cor deme. 

1 Ooritesne ave sold "ar i, a8 sles feel 

2 Weenieg: Lier apne 2 poay 8 DAN sales ta withent exept 

3 Pageeres Beis exported wit 3 bersness days of aoction tloce, sent ma Papal only 


4 Fer seemnty peneser. we ONLY ACCEPT PAYPAL TISTANT TRANSFER (se creda esed). thot ie» peodlem for you. do net bid—we wil net accept mecr 
Ges papas tarthe-| 


Ss. We wil net homer tits ficee sere feedback wers oe bediers whe play games. 





by Tony Casillo 


extremely rare and desirable typewriter. To the best of my 
knowledge, there has never been a photograph of the Nason 
published in any of the typewriter collector publications. The 
Seller had very strict guidelines for bidding which included: 

1. “Our items are sold "as is", all sales final. 2. Winning bidder 
agrees to pay 8.625% sales tax without exception. 3. Payment in 
full is expected within 3 business days of auction close, sent via 
Paypal only. 4. For security reasons, we ONLY ACCEPT 
PAYPAL INSTANT TRANSFER (no credit card). If that is a 
problem for you, do not bid--we will not accept any other 
payment method. 5. We will not honor bids from zero feedback 
users or bidders who play games.” Additionally, the seller had a 
minimal feedback rating which was also private and unavailable 
for viewing. 


Since the item was listed as being located in New York, I e- 
mailed the seller to ask if I could view the item in person. I 
know of others who had similar requests, which included, seeing 
additional photos and picking up the typewriter if they were the 
successful bidder. The phantom seller denied all such requests. 
To make matters worse, when I checked on the e-mail that 
replied to my request for more information, it came from a 
domain known as “technocracy.org” which, according to public 
records available on the Internet, was anonymously registered 
only 8 days before the auction began. To sum it up, all the 
safeguards put in place by the eBay system to protect buyers 
seemed to have been eliminated by the seller. There was no 
recourse for the buyer if the auction went sour and the seller 
didn’t act in good faith. It sure looked suspicious to me and in 
the end I decided not to bid. Others obviously felt the same as I 
did, and fortunately, the bidding fizzled before it reached the 
seller's reserve. It’s sad to see how easily one can set up a 
fraudulent online auction and it would be wise for collectors to 
be on guard against such auctions and warn one another when 
we suspect an auction may not be legitimate. 


User mD History Effective Date 


End Date 
thereddotkid Sunday, Oct 12, 2003 | Sunday, Feb 29, 2004 





: 1 Ok_nason 








‘Sunday, Feb 29,2004 Present 


“Above: Three days after the close of the auction, the seller 


changed their eBay identity, fading further into the vast darkness 
of cyberspace. 


baywatch...top eBay auction since last issue... 


Edison Mimeograph No. 1 $10,100. 


Shipping ond payment tits” This is my last installment of Online. Beginning in the next issue, 
ee ee oe Calculate sippiog ', Jann Dorothy will write this column. As we all know, Jann has a 


great database of eBay auction results that she has shared with us 
in the past. She also has the knowledge and experience to 
effectively report on typewriter collecting on the Internet. I’ll look 
forward to reading her column. 


dove: Photos show what appears to be an extremely rare Nason 
typewriter. Did it really exist or was it nothing more than an image? 
On February 23, 2004, eBay item number 222816107 was listed 
for: sale with an unknown reserve. Obviously it was an 
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WRITERS BLOCK 
DISPLAY 


Submitted by Rich Willinger, 
NJ 


As [most of] you know, the artist 
Sheryl Oring has created a 
sculpture that consists of 16 iron 
cages (made out of rebar in the 
shape of cubes) containing 600 
typewriters. It is meant to be a 
commentary on censorship. 


The sculpture had its debut in 
Berlin in 1999. Last fall it was 
displayed in Bryant Park behind the 
New York Public Library in New 
York City for several weeks. | went 
to see it in October. 


| examined all 16 cages and 
identified as many typewriters as | 
could. There were many 
typewriters from Germany, many 
from the United States, some from 
Great Britain, one from Canada, 
and one from Switzerland. 


| identified about 50 different 
typewriters, although, not being 
familiar with German or British 
typewriters, or with German words, 
| may have listed the same 
typewriter more than once. 


There were nine names that | 
could not _—_identify—Calanda, 
Diplomat, DM, Erfurt, Gossen 
Tippa, Monta, Optima, Optima Elite, 
and WAG. Do you know what 
countries they are from and what 
years they were produced? 


Ed. Note: On further investigation | 
found the following: 


Calanda (1942) Switzerland 
Diplomat (1950) Czechoslovakia 
DM (Olympia) (1930) Germany 
Erfurt (Factory where Optima was 
manufactured.) 

Gossen Tippa (1942) Germany 
Monta [na]? (1950-54) Italy 

Optima (1950) East Germany 
Optima Elite (1950) Germany 

WAG (I could not find this one) 


The artist claims that the 
typewriters are from the 1920s and 
1930s but my research revealed 








that some of the typewriters dated much earlier, as early as the 1890s 
(e.g., the Remington upstrike machines). 


| have attached a list of the names of the typewriters that | was able to 
identify and whether they are German, British, Swiss or Canadian based 
on the limited number of reference books that | have (Adler, Rehr, and 
Russo). Those without a designation are from the United States. 


Please turn to page 569 for the list of machines and some more photos. 
Below: Photos of the “Writers Block” Display supplied by Rich Willinger, 
and we thank him. 





























Have You Ever Seen 
A Blick No. 4? 


...Well, now you have! 


By Rob Blickensderfer 


with the stenciled nameplates. The features 
are the same as 5s made between SN 5000 
and 10,000, namely, short inker arm, no left 
twirler knob, two paper guides (one right and 
one left), and the shift key is labeled SHIFT 
rather that FIGS or CAPS. Also, the wood 
box is the same as a 5 of this vintage. 
However, there are two differences: only one 
shift key is present, and the typewheel has 
only two rows of characters — no lower case 


fe) letters. 


BLICK No. 4 


The not previously seen Blickensderfer 
model No. 4 has been discovered. | shouldn't 
say discovered — it was there all the time, but 
none of us knew about it. It would be great 
to brag about my diligent searching that 
resulted in finding it, but that’s not true. 


The owners actually came to me. | 
received an e-mail saying they had a No 4 
Blickensderfer typewriter and asking if | 
could tell them something about it. Somehow 
they had found my name on a Yahoo list. | 
was incredulous, but then | thought they 
probably had made a typo in the number. So 
| asked for verification of the number and 
photos if possible. 


They sent me a couple of photos, and 
here you can see the No. 4 for yourself. The 
nameplate is otherwise identical to a No.5 
Stamford, Connecticut nameplate. As you 
see, the machine looks very much like @ 
fairly early No. 5 that followed the earliest 5s 





The serial number is 9115, which would 


| date it in 1895. This raises the question as to 


why a No. 4 would appear with a serial 
number well into the No. 5 production 


| numbers. Several explanations could be 


speculated. Perhaps the 4 was first 
introduced before the 5, which would have to 
be before Jim Rauen’s SN 371, but one 
hasn't turned up yet. Or perhaps the 
Company scrapped the original plans for the 


: 4, but later tried to market a basic 5, with 


only one shift and all caps, which they then 
called the 4. 


Some 5s were produced with a special 
thumbscrew on the left side. When using a 
typewheel with only two rows of characters, 
the thumbscrew was advanced to prevent 
use of the second shift key. Two machines 
in my collection have this thumbscrew, SN 
8364 and 21475. The former one predates 
the No. 4 by several months, so one 
wonders why the No. 4 was made at all. 


Would |! like to own the 4? Ha! It would 
be nice to add it to my collection of 47 other 
Blickensderfers. But despite my best offers, 
the owners are not about to seil it. They say 
it's been in the family a long time and was 
used by a grandmother when she was 
young. It’s a family heirloom and they want to 
keep it. | haven’t been able to actually see it, 
but | do know the state and city it’s in. That’s 
a secret for now. 


Keep looking folks. You may find a 4 
before you find that Blick Electric. 


Rob Blickensderfer can be reached at: 
1605 27 Ave. SW, Albany, OR 97321 
Ph. (541) 928-6276 or e-mail blick @attbi.com 
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WRITER’S BLOCK 
— —. DISPLAY 
eee ee Bay ey ES ea 
j eee oF ag T oleate ae ; Zs 1: Continued from page 567 


a nm 


On the left: More photos of the 
Writer’s Block display as 
photographed by Rich Willinger 
of New Jersey. Below are a list 
of the machines and country of 
origin that Rich was able to 


identify. 
POOh. 5 oe eesets. fe cbesee (Ger) 
Adler NO: Fos. .cde5.c55 00. (Ger) 
AdlenigOjcc.n sinet hccveuns (Ger) 
Adler Favorit............... (Ger) 
BOTOCETe vsissvaeance- coe: (GB) 
British Empire.............. (GB) 
BUROUGRSs fics testes. -sa6ee0 (US) 
Continental.................. (US) 
Continental Silenta........ (Ger) 
COTONG 4c. seco wovwcieacast US) 
Corona portable........... (US) 
MPO x 520 b-s..00 005 00251 CON) 
VIKAS iat te veoctrse (Ger) 
PAVONE costo vsccse ne eevee (Ger) 
ROME steko cwanan ee Ger) 
Hammond Multiplex .....(US) 
PISIMES 4 oes cnsccaccace, (Swiss) 
Ooo Sak, ae ae Se a (Ger) 
LlOel BS) ee xs osscmnwo nae (Ger) 
linipefialy..2.25-265-c-.cce-. (GB) 
100 (Se aera (Ger) 
Mercedes.................. (Ger) 
Mercedes Prima......... (Ger) 
Oliver portable............. (GB) 
OWM DIA. 6 265 cc: 055008080 ON) 
Orga Model 6.............. (Ger) 
Remington 10 (s).......... (US) 
Remington 12............. (US) 
Remington Noiseless 6..(US) 
Remington portable......(US) 


Remington Stand. No. 7.(US 
Remington Stand. No.8. (US) 
Remington Stand No. 10(US) 





Rheinmetall Borsig....... (Ger) 
Royal No. 6..................(US) 
L.C. Smith & Bros.......... (US) 
L.C. Smith & Corona 8...(US) 
Smith Premier............... (US) 
Smith Premier No. 10.....(US) 
Swift Record................(Ger) 
OMBOOO. fc. arsesasetense (Ger) 
WROD 5, cececesccba connect (Ger) 
Triumph 10... ....55.00000<0 (Ger) 
Underwood No. 4.......... (US) 
Underwood No. 5.......... US 

Underwood portable...... (US) 
CA se oo ne woven cianianes Ger) 
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75 Years Later, A Bing No. 2 
Goes Home! 
By Donald Hoke, Dallas, TX 


At 12 noon on Sunday, July 6, 2003, the Si. 
Rita Choir from Dalias, Texas, under the 


direction of |conductor/composer Joel 
Martinson, sang high mass_ at the 
Frauenkirche in Munich, Germany. In the 


congregation was one Norbert Schwarz and 
his wife Elisabeth, who had driven about 130 
km to Munich from his home in Schnaittach, 
near Nuremberg. 


Following mass, he met one of the baritones 
briefly and then patiently waited until that 
baritone finished touring the church, including 
an elevator ride to one of the two towers. 


Together, they and their wives went off on a 
short walking tour of the old town in Munich 
before arriving at the Hoffbrau House for 
lunch. There, they ate bratwurst and pig 
knuckles and drank wheat beer while talking 
typewriters. 


Finally, they got down to business, and the 
baritone dragged out the Bing No. 2 typewriter 
that he had purchased in a _ Frederick, 
Maryland antique mall 18 months before. 
Some euros changed hands, and the Bing 
was on its way home after a 75-year stay in 
America. 


This little adventure had all come about 
through Typex. Thank you Mike Brown! Yes, 
the baritone in question is the author. Norbert 
had seen my note seeking a new owner for 
the Bing in Typex some months before the 
tour and had e-mailed me. | e-mailed back 
that | was coming to Germany in the summer 
of 2003 on a concert tour and we agreed to try 
to get together. 


My wife, Carolyn, and | had a wonderful time 
meeting and getting to know Norbert and 
Elisabeth, whom we had otherwise known 
only via the Internet. 


Norbert knew much more about the Bing than 
| did. He identified this machine as having an 








made for export. Norbert explained that 
Nuremberg was a major center for the 
manufacture of toys and stamped tin things, 
thus, it was logical that the typewriter 
manufactured in Nuremberg would use that 
same metal stamping technology. 


Unhappily, our tour gave us virtually no free 
time in Munich, or elsewhere! We stopped to 
snap a picture of the Bing and its new and old 
owners, then it was back to Schnaittach for 
Norbert and Elisabeth, and back on the tour 
bus for the baritone and his wife. 


| was delighted to return the Bing to its place 
of origin and place it in the hands of a 
knowledgeable collector who understood its 
importance to his home community and 
appreciated it. 


When we next come to Germany, we'll try to 
pian for a little more time, time to visit 
Schnaittach, and see Norbert's collection, and 
time to visit other German collectors. It was 
unfortunate that our tour was so tightly 
planned, but then it was a music tour and not 
a typewriter tour. You can't have everything, 
but thanks to Mike Brown and Typex, Carolyn 
and | made new friends and created new 
memories. It's amazing what an old typewriter 
and the Internet can do. 


Photo beiow shows Norbert (ieft) and Don (right) 
with the Bing No. 2 typewriter, outside the 
Haufbrau House in Munich, Germany. 


vite gerepen 
went - — 
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HISTORY OF THE SMITH TOWER 


When a New York tycoon named Lyman Cornelius Smith returned from 
Seattle in 1909 with plans for a 14-story office building to be constructed in that 
boondocks city, his son, Burns Lyman Smith, was waiting with loftier plans. 

The result was construction of the Smith Tower, one of the world’s first 
skyscrapers, hailed in an agog Seattle and elsewhere as the tallest office building 
in the world outside New York City. 

To an unsophisticated nation just being introduced to such 20" Century 
wonders as aspirin, crossword puzzles, brassieres, and neon signs, the newly 
minted skyscraper was another favorite of the Sunday supplements. The 522- 
foot L.C. Smith Building immediately joined their ranks, pictured in full spreads 
which compared its height with the Great Pyramid of Giza (at 476 feet, the 
equivalent of 37 stories); St. Peters (435); the Cathedral of Cologne (512); the 
Washington Monument (555); the Woolworth Building (792), and the 984-foot 
Eiffel Tower. 

The publicity was just what young Smith had predicted. Living in Manhattan, 
he had watched the building of the world’s first skyscrapers and quickly saw the 
publicity bonanza they were creating for F. W. Woolworth, the Singer Sewing 
Machine Co. and Metropolitan Life. Make the L.C. Smith Building the world’s 
largest outside of New York, he said, and the firm would have a cachet that 
would help elevate sales of Smith’s new product, the typewriter. 

L.C. Smith, like another upstate New York manufacturing firm, E. Remington 
& Sons, had made his name and fortune in the manufacture of small arms. 
Earlier, Remington had successfully channeled those skills into production of the 
first workable typewriter. Smith followed. 

Now as he listened to his son’s presentation, he quickly saw its value. If you 
want to push office equipment, make your office a world-beater, the son argued. 
The father agreed. Plans were shelved for the 14-story building, a figure Smith 
had arrived at after talks in Seattle with John Hoge, also fresh from the East 
Coast and planning his Second Avenue and Cherry Street office building. 

Instead, the Syracuse, N.Y. architectural firm of Gaggin & Gaggin, manfully 
rising above the fact that it had never designed a structure higher than a few 
floors, created plans for one of the world’s earliest skyscrapers. It was to have a 
21-story tower rising from a main 21-story structure, topped by a pyramid shaped 
Gothic cap, a design influenced by the circa-1909 Metropolitan Life Building 
young Smith had admired. 

While this was going on, canny L.C. Smith leaked his plans to Seattle’s city 
fathers, archly suggested that to make them final he would need assurances that 
municipal government offices would forevermore be within four blocks of his 
projected tower. A dazzled City Council responded with a resolution to that 
effect. (in 1954, the City of Seattle, then considering plans for a new Public 
Safety Building, was offered the Smith Tower for $900,000 with the nearby Smith 
Tower Annex thrown in for an additional $90,000 to serve as a garage. (The 
offer was rejected on advise of the City Planning Commission.) According to a 
security guard named Mike the Samis Foundation purchased the building in 1996 
at a foreclosure auction. 


5/4 














OLOR GE 





L. C. Smith Building: Peter Weil of Delaware supplied photos and text below. He visited the Smith 


Tower last year with his wife Corny and they were kind enough to supply 7ypex with this information. 


BUILDING FACTS: 


2, 
- 


4, 








The Smith Tower opened on July 4, 1914. At the time, it was the fourth tallest building in the world and 
weighed 48,650 tons. It remained the tallest building west of the Mississippi River for almost 50 years. 
1,500,000 feet of lumber (Washington fir), provided by Seattle Saw Mill Co., were used. 

Steel frame: The E.E. Davis Company of Seattle erected the steel frame of the building using 7,970,000 
pounds of steel and three construction derricks. The building contains 50 main support columns, the 
largest of which is 29’, 16” long and weighs 13 tons. 

The structural steel was fabricated by the American Bridge Company at a plant in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania and shipped to Seattle in 164 railroad cars, each with an average load of 28 tons. 
Page-McKenney Co. of Seattle provided the 150,000 pounds of electrical wiring and conduit. If placed 
end to end the wiring is 75 miles in length. One train car was required to ship the wire; 3 cars for the 
conduit. 

Outer skin of the building: Washington granite on the first and second floors, white terra cotta on the 
remaining floors. The terra cotta skin has been professionally cleaned only once; the lower 21 floors in 
1928 and the upper tower in 1976. 

Elevators were provided by the Otis Elevator Company of New York. Six of the 7 elevators remaining in 
the building are still powered by their original DC motors. 

The building’s 2,314 windows are encased in bronze frames. Most contain their original 1914 safety 
glass. Unlike modern skyscrapers, Smith Tower windows can open and close. 

Cost of original construction: $1 million. 

BELOW LEFT: Smith Tower exterior. BELOW RIGHT: Smith Tower Lobby. 
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“HAMMOND”. 
Typewriter 
SUPPLIES 


ez 


MORE FOR 
YOUR 


MONEY! 


HIGHEST QUALITY of work from a typewriter is dependent up- 
on a HIGH QUALITY of the “SUPPLIES” used, and those which will 
fit particularly well with the machine used. The manufacturer of ma- 
chines feels that it is not improper to put this small obligation upon the 
user. Independent makers of Supplies have no similar responsibility ¢ 


Sent im by Ray Thomas; OR RIBBONS 


7? 








$6.50 





“Superior” Brand 











EEN : Coupon Books 
> permit of always 
perfectly fresh 
stock to those 
who would like to 
get the advantage 
of “quantity” 
prices without 
“stocking” need- 


Made especially for 
the “HAMMOND” 
Typewriter. They 
are of the finest ros: 
sible selection of :aa- : 
terial. 





lessly. 
IN ALL STANDARD COLORS 
RSINEG, Piel s whoa es <p rise ae sane Wis OS $1.00 
One Fourth Dozen ............-.- 2.50 
Teh Rah ee 5 i 4.25 
fl he fg ae 8.00 j 
$$$ — $6 upon tours; Sneeze ype a I i ene 
ped aot é a The celebrated Mobile “UTILITY” = 
¢ ARB oO N PAP ER Stand for a multiplicity of uses: 
. TYPEWRITERS 
“Multiplex” Brand COMPUTING MACHINES 
Wire Brush MADE ESPECIALLY FOR THE “HAMMOND” TYPEWRITER AND BY BETTER FILING 
for cleaning : ITS USE SPLENDID RESULTS MAY BE OBTAINED. Lame oe canoe 
Machine 20c j IN ALL STANDARD COLORS ay ge Rare ORS 
In envelopes of 25 sheets .....-..-----+-++---+- $ .85 ‘A HOME NECESSITY 
Type Cleaning Tn boxes Of 100 sheets .... 2. cece neces ctee aes 3.00 
v enh se Coupon Books for 100 sheets .......-....-+-.+-- 3.00 Only $12.00 
a Assuring always perfectly fresh carbons in small lots at quantity prices. Packed ready for shipment 


Hammond Ribbon or Shuttle Shields 
HAMMOND SPECIAL OIL 








For No. 2 
No. 1 for All “MULTIPLEX” TWO COLO? 


No. 5 for Al “MULTIPLEX” ONE COLG2 





For No. 12 


Bony NOth2 29 «eee nee A supreme oil for light ONE COLOR 
machinery 
Price 15c. each, 2 for 25c. 10c Price 15c. each, 2 for 25c. 


SERIAL NUMBER OF YOUR MACHINE: When ordering sup- 
plies please xive the serial number of your machine, which will be 
found stamped in the Left Back Foot of machine or, in the older ro 
models, underneath the rixht hand sibbon spool. On Folding Models SHOWS OILER, ONE-HALF SIZE. 
the number will be found on the bottom right hand side of foldins 573 


Sits HAMMOND OILER. 20c 
















CABLE ADDRESS, TYPOL, CHICAGO 


THE OLIVER TYPEWRITER COMPANY 


MAKERS OF 


THE OLIVER TYPEWRITER 


NEW YORK, N 
January 31, 2004 
Micheel A. Brown 
P.O. Eox 52607 
Philadelphia, PA 19115 


Hi Mike, 


Got the latest issue of Typex yesterday, and it was a real treat, 
as usual, I eam also responding to your invitation to write you a 
letter on one of my machines. This is my Erika folding portable, 

a little gem I picked up on eBay recently. It arrived intact, and 
with good paint, decals, and nickel, but the rubber was toest, and 
lt obviously hed been fiddled with by someone who G@id not know what 
he was doing. There were maladjusetments gelore--e clear care of 
someone fixing something until it did not work anymore, 


Well, I disassembled it enovgh to do ae good cleaning and fix what 
wes wrong; I had the rubber redone by Anes, and then spent about e 
week reassembling and tweaking. The alignment is &till not perfect, 
end someday I may get to that, but for the time being, I can live 
with it. An interetting note about the ribbon--it is 5/6 inch wide, 
and was dry as a bone, but it looked af though it hed never been 
typed on, £0 I wnwound it end sprayed it with WD-46, a trick I 
heard of from souweone on the typewriter list, and you can see the 
results before you now; pretty good! 


A few other notes: the Germen languege keyboard requires clofe si- 
tention, especially since the "y" is where the "g" usually is, end 
on top of that, you have to do a Cape shift to get it. The default 
character is "8", Also, I reproduced this letterhead from an or- 
iginal piece of Oliver stationery. It was f0 much fm, I am now 
looking sround for other original typewriter letterheads to do the 
seme, I've already got one from Underwood, 


Well, thet's enough for now. Happy typewriter hunting! 


best wisnes, 
a 
Cat ee 


Gary [eorne] FLORIDA 
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Photo dated June, 1913. Labeled "Glady's™ and sent 


in by Peter Weil of DE. The Foxy lady appears to 
be favoring a Fox visible typewriter. 
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Overwhelming Advantages 
in addition to Price! 


HE all-British Imperial is scientifically, mechanically and practi- 


ALSO 
the Imperial! 


PORTABLE 
MODEL 


for personal use, 
Practically the Stan- 
dard Imperiv! greatly 
reduced in weight. 
As perfect in work- 
manship as the Stan- 
dard Model, and the 
only British made 
Portable Typewriter. 


BOTH. MODELS 
GUARANTEED 
to cost you nothing 
for upkeep (except, of 
course, ribbons) 
FOR 3 YEARS 


cally, a better typewriter than 


SCIENTIFICALLY.—The Imperial permits 
of more natural visible writing than any 
other typewriter. This is because the 
writing point and keyboard are in the 
same plane and are taken in at one glance. 
Moreover the writing point is so placed 
that the best of what light there happens 
to be is throwa upon it, whatever the 
position of the machine. 


MECHANICALLY.—In the Imperial the 
type-bars are most easily propelled be- 
cause they are assisted by gravity in 
coming down to the printing point. Work 
is easier and power is greater. Because 
of this and the specially hardened clean 
cut type face, up to 50 carbon copies can 
be obtained at once. 


PRACTICALLY.—The Imperial has a 96 
character keyboard—12 more than usual 
—including typically British characters not 
found on foreign machines. Interchange- 
ability of type and keyboard enabling you 
to use the same machine for foreign or 
technical work—a stock of 30,C00 char- 


any other machine on the market. 


acters, even to Arabic dialects, at your 
choice for this purpose! ‘The foolscap 
machine has a two inch wider platen than 
usual, Absolute certainty of correct action 
of back spacer, stencil switch, tabulator. 
Two-colour ribbons, which can never mix 
under any circumstances. Typing to the 
extreme top or bottom of the paper or 
card used, Adjustable touch to suit any 
typist. , 
GUARANTEE.—Both Standard and Port- 
able models are guaranteed to cost you 
nothing for upkeep (except of course 
ribbons) for three years. 


When you consider that with these over- 
whelming advantages the Imperial is 100% 
British and actually pounds cheaper’ than 
foreign typewriters, which do not even 
pay duty, there is only one conclusion. 
You cannot fail to be interested in fuller 
information on this remarkable British 
triumph. Apply for Booklet Y28 immedi- 
ately to The Imperial Typewriter Company, 
Ltd., 260, High Holborn, W.C.1. 


COritin rs al; Ways 


naturally visible 


’Phone: Holborn 4982. Made in Leicester 









| ' THE IMPERIAL TYPEWRITER CO LTD 260 HIGH HOLBORN LONDON WC. 


Seraica doonts in all centres. 
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From Around the Network 


Thanks Mike! Bruce Boyd, PA 

I'm glad you called because | would not have 
wanted to miss [Typex} issues. David Proper, NH 

You do a superb job with “The Typewriter 
Exchange.” Rob Ruddell, NY 

Peter Weil, of DE is always sending in new 
items to Typex... Thanks Peter! 

Ben Pimintel of MD writes: Wow, the before 
and after pictures in the restoration work on the 
typewriter pictured on the cover [in the last issue] 
are like day and night. 

1 still have to repaint and restore my Oliver T/W. 
The carriage has been dismantled and its been 
sitting in the box in the corner. Restoring it to it's 
glory days has been on my “to do” list for the past 
year or so. But because extraneous things have 
been pooping up, I’ve had to keep delaying it. This 
issue of Typex has certainly inspired me to resume 
my restoration project! Thanks Mike for a great 
issue! 

Yes, Hermann Kerz has got to be considered an 
artist, even if one might not always agree with what 
he paints. After all, if there were no more S&G’s at 
all, we’d be awfully happy to see an authentic 
reproduction in all its pristine glory. Lin Lewis, SC 
<><>< >< ><> >So So SOOO OIOLD> 


The following picture was found on the 
Internet at a humor-based website at 
www.drunkcow.com/287.htm! 

Maybe all the typewriter manufactures 
missed the boat on this one. |! think all 
typewriters should be justly equipped with the 
“Oh Shit” key. | think that's one we can all 
relate to. |! wonder if this feature was ever 
patented? 


. Oh Shit! . 








Welcome New Members 
Tony Berreen, Australia 

Bronwyne E. Wilson, WA 
<><><><><><><><><><o<o<0>K< 
WANTED: A _ base, index part, shift 
mechanism, indicator and typesleeve from a 
Merritt typewriter. Contact Jos Legrand, 
Redemptielann 35 B, 6213 Jc Maastricht, 
Netheriands. 

FOR SALE: 20-25 portables by Doug 
Goransson at: Phone (781) 631-6511 or e- 
mail at: dgoransson@gearonhoffman.com 
<>< >< ><> <>< SS SOO MP MOIHOOK 
Rich Willinger of New Jersey sent in the 
following newspaper clipping, and we thank 
him. This small article was taken from 
AntiqueWeek------------March 15, 2004. 


Pe EE 


ate? JACKSON %r> 





Above: Unlike most typewriters, the Jackson 
did not have a ribbon. Instead the heads of 
its type bars rested on an inkpad. Double- 
shafted type bars somersaulted the heads to 
strike the paper. This rare Jackson typewriter 
sold at Blanchard's for $13,500 plus 10 per- 
cent buyer's premium. 


Quick action 
on Jackson 


... in New York 


Blanchard’s Valentine’s Day auction in 
Potsdam featured a Jackson typewriter 
that opened bidding at $5,000. Rare 
Jackson machines have sold for four fig- 
ures, but this one took off and rolled to 
$13,500 in just. seconds. Prices do not 
include a 10 percent buyer's premium. A 
museum from Wilmington, Del., prevailed 
over several dealers and collectors vying 
for the little machine. It was manufactured 
circa 1898 in Roxbury, Mass. 







From 1892 (Remington No. 2, calender at 
rear) through the 1960/70s (chrome IBM 
Selectric) to the IBM Wheelwriter 70 
Series II (1989): One hundred years of 
keyboard mysteries 





2ee) And this wonderful little note between 
lovers was found wedged under the platen. 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 

This issue leaves me with many 
folks to thank. Among them are Rob 
Blickensderfer (for constantly helping me 
by submitting all the newly discovered 
Blick serial numbers for the list that I 
maintain). Recently Rob was sick and ou 
good pal Ray Thomas filled in for Rob 
and we need to thank him for his work 
also. 

Many thanks also to Tony Casillo for 
his past contributions to the Typex 
Newsletter, particularly the Online News 

column. 

Additionally we thank Don Hoke, Lynda Beckler, Shannon Johnson, 
Jim Rauen, Jack Knarr, Pauline Bulko, Paul Robert, J. Michael Fritch, 
and | hope | did not forget anyone. Whew! 

Next | would like to thank and welcome California collector Jann 
Dorothy for coming to the rescue, as the author of the Online column. 
Let's all give a hearty welcome to Jann and if you have any contributions 
for e-news, please pass them to her at: 347 Irwin St., San Raphel, CA 
94901 or phone (415) 485-5359. Her e-mail is at: typegal@hotmail.com 

Again, | would like to acknowledge our friend Paul Robert of the 
Netherlands who has just released the second (of what we hope will be a 
long run) of his electronic newsletters via the Virtual Typewriter Museum 
website (www.typewritermuseum.org). Paul can be reached at 
Parnassusweg 30, 1076 AR, Amsterdam, The Netherlands. Or phone: 
0031-20-4705924, or by e-mail at: type@xs4all.n! (Great job, Paul!) 
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News from Overseas: by Les Owen, England ou 


European typewriter enthusiasts were out in force during the last two 
months. The two best attended meetings were held in museums, at 
Paderborn, Germany and Partschins, Italy. Both attracted about 80 
enthusiasts each. 

Located in Paderborn is the Heinz Nixdorf Museum, in itself, well 
worth the visit. Many rare typewriters and calculators and other office 
items are wonderfully displayed. | hope that we will meet there again in 
the future. 

In Partschins is the Peter Mitterhofer Museum established by Curt 
Ryba. One of their most recent acquisitions is an aluminum Ford, which 
attracted a lot of admirers. 

In June the French Club (ANMECA) held its annual meeting. Not to be 
outdone on the museum front, two visits to local museums were made 
during the weekend. Interestingly, it was announced that next year's 
meeting is to be held at the new museum established by Mr. Padrosa in 
Figueras, Spain. 

The Breker auction was held at the end of May with the usual post 
auction collectors meeting. The auction attracted fewer rare machines 
this time, though one collector was delighted with his purchase of a rare 
German Mento typewriter for 1800 Euros ($2200 USD). There seemed 
also to be fewer bidders and so there were bargains to be had. The sales 
tables at the tennis club venue were filled early and there were a great 
number of machines available. Buyers from Spain and Italy were there in 
force. 

Highlights of machines sold at the auction and the meetings were as 
follows; Emerson 3 $850, North's $11,000, Armstrong $350, Bar-let 2 
(brown) $210, Helios $1000, Molle 3 $300, Salter 6 $1500, Smith 
Premier 1 $850, Yost 1 $1150, Remington Electric $1200, International 5 & 



















































$1100, Lambert $1100, Salter Visible $3500, and Liliput A $5000. One 
other highlight was a rare Crary machine shown by German collector 
Hans Barbian—-but not for sale! 
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Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


As I begin my first submission for this column, | want to thank 
Mike Brown for permitting me to become a contributor to Typex. 
I also want to thank and recognize Tony Casillo for the very 
effective work he’s done with this column since introducing it 
originally and reporting here over many past issues. (You’re a 
tough act to follow, Tony.) 


Before reporting on the results of some recent U.S. auctions on 
eBay, it should be noted that there has been a notable spike in 
reports of online fraud attempts. Collectors have reported 
receiving e-mails purportedly from eBay, PayPal and ghost sellers 
attempting to commit fraud or retrieve personal account 
information. 


Most of you already know this, but eBay and PayPal will never 
ask you for personal account information such as credit card 
numbers, bank account numbers, pins, passwords, or Social 
Security numbers. If you receive an email requesting you to 
“update” your account by providing any of this information, do 
not do so and don’t open any attachments. Instead, forward the 














by Jann Dorothy 
Blickensderfer Featherweight with case 1_ 330 
Monarch | (very good) 30 
Smith Premier | (good) 322 
Broadway Standard (good) 321 
Densmore 4 314 
Victor 3 (good with case) 312 
Chicago 310 
Blickensderfer 8 with tabulator, extra platen 308 
Mignon 4 (very good with case) 308 
Pittsburg 11 (good paint and decals) 306 
Caligraph 2 305 
American Index with case 305 
Fox No. | Portable (good with case) 283 





message to spoof@ebay.com or spoof@paypal.com. 


information on this, visit eBay’s Safe Harbor Answer Center. 


we baywatch...recent eBay auction highlights. 





























Crandall, New Model $11,100 
Hammond | (near mint with case) 2,370 
Hammond | (very good with case) 1,651 
Odell check writing type sleeve 1,302 
Franklin 7 (very good with case) 1,280 
Lambert (embossed with case, SN#645) 1,262 
Anderson Shorthand 1,237 
Lambert (embossed with case, SN#6199 1,150 
New Franklin 1,125 
Hammond 1b (?) with case 979 
Lambert (embossed with case) 953 
Virotyp (SN#405) 945 
Keaton Music Typewriter with case 922 
Salter 6 (straight frame) 902 
Caligraph 2 with stand 769 
Odell 5 762 
Hammond Multiplex, curved keyboard 660 
Emerson 631 
World in wood case 620 
Elliott Fisher Book Typewriter 608 
Lambert (embossed, no case, missing four index buttons) 535 
Hammond | remodeled 517 
World 2 in wood case 510 
Underwood 5 (mint) 4 510 
Underwood 5 (mint) 480 
Rem-Blick (near mint with case) 453 
Keaton Music Typewriter with case 430 
Academy Model (Williams) | - es 428 
Fox Sterling (near mint with case) 422 
Jewett 2 409 
Odell 4 406 
American 7 394 
Smith Premier 2 (very good with case) 382 
Fox 24 (very good with case) 364 








For more 
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Blickensderfer Featherweight with accessories, booklets 280 
American Index 265 
Blickensderfer Featherweight with accessories 256 
World 255 
Smith Premier 1 (good) 255 
Pittsburg 11 250 
Mignon 4 240 
Royal Quiet Deluxe, gold-plated 229 
World 206 
Blickensderfer 8 with tabulator 204 
Manhattan 184 
Fox Portable with case 184 
Imperial B with case 180 
New Yost (fair, some damage) 178 
Densmore 1 158 
Blickensderfer 7 with case 144 
Densmore 5 135 
Folding Hammond (good) 135 
Azamatype 123 


Coxhead 90 


These prices reflect auctions that occurred on eBay between 
late March and the end of June 2004. Not noted above were two 
auctions for Blick Featherweights, one that ended April 15 at 
$270 and one that ended June 1 at $133.50 — with identical 
listings. Scme seller, same photo, same description. 


I sent an e-mail to the seller asking for clarification. Had the 
April buyer reneged and the June auction was a re-listing? 
Were these, in fact, two different machines and the seller just 
used the identical photo and description to save time? Curious 
and worth looking into, I thought. The seller has a 99.1% 
feedback rating on more than 3,500 auctions, so it’s unlikely 
there’s anything nefarious involved. As of this writing, the 
seller has not responded to my inquiry. 


The most exciting auction over these last few months was the 
New Model Crandall that Lynda Beckler scored two seconds 
before closing with a winning bid of $11,100. Congratulations, 
Lynda! Another interesting auction was the nifty little Rem- 
Blick that appeared in late March. It’s a machine that generally 
doesn’t generate a great deal of interest and, in fact, the prior 
issue of Typex noted one selling for a mere $51. But this little 
gem had four buyers locked in a knock-down, drag out fight for 
it: an amazing 44 bids, furious on the final day, with the 
winner nabbing the prize at $453! Congratulations to Richard 
Milton for the win! 








AN OPEN LETTER TO MICHAEL BROWN AND ROB BLICKENSDERFER 
CONCERNING THE BLICKENSDERFER NO. 4 


Dear Mike and Rob — & 


Mike, I want to respond to your fascinating Typex pictures and article by Rob Blickens- 
derfer on the discovery of the Blick No. 4, and Rob, I sincerely hope that you can wind 
up owning the machine. It is truly a wonderful and significant find. 


You have speculated about where this No. 4 falls in the evolution of the Blickensderfers, 
and others of course will be speculating too. I'd like to offer my thoughts. As many of 
the collectors know, I'm interested in the evolution of typewriters within the make, and 
I have focused much of my time, collecting, ami research on the evolution of a number of 
makes of typewriters. 


It also helps that I have a fondness for Blicks! 


I've made a point of collecting a number of Blicks throughout their production rum in 
order to study how they have developed. It seems to me that the Blick is typical of many 
of the successful makes, with changes occurring most dramatically and frequently in the 
earlier stages of a model's run, and them tending to change less as the machine becomes 
more refined as production numbers increase. 


Rob, with just one run of serial numbers known for the earlier and popular models (and 

with models overlapping one another within the serial number rum), I believe your specu~ 
lation of this No. 4 paralleling the No. 5 im the 5,000 to 10,000 number range makes 

sense, and probably places it there (1895, according to your statistics). I agree that 

‘the No. 4 may have been conceived earlier, but if any were made, they should show the 
characteristics of the earlier machines. Many evolutional changes occurred between my 

No. 371 and the advemt of the metal nameplate beginning in the earlier 4000s. & 


The closest serial number I have to the Blick 4, mumber 9115, is my No. 5, serial number 
9038, which is quite close to your subject machine. My No. 5 exhibits the same features 
typical of the No. 5 in the 5000 to 10000 serial number range, including the two shift 
keys labeled "shift". 


Model numbers can and do appear out of order with not only Blickensderfer, but other 

makes of typewriters as well. Consider the Remington No. 3 understrike for example. 
Although early advertising shows the No. 3 as a long carriage Sholes & Glidden, no - 

Sholes & Glidden No. 3 styles are known to exist, and years ago, Richard Dickerson in his 
research contended that this model wouldn't have worked well, if at all, with th: Sholes 

& ‘Glidden carriage suspension design. In the meantime, Remington models 2 and 4 appeared 
before 1880, and went through their counterpart stages of evolution going into the 1880s. 
The long carriage No. 3 model finally appeared in or about 1886 as a counterpart to the 
shorter carriage No. 5, a totally newer design. 


I believe it is important to question the early typewriter literature. Too often, early 
cuts of the models in advertising and articles do not accurately represent the machine. 
This is why I go after actual examples of unaltered production machines which can be 
studied and compared. ‘ 


So let's: see if we cam turn up any other Blick No. 4s. Maybe an earlier pre No. 5 does 
exist. Then let's go after Blicks 1, 2, and 3! 


Again, thank you for such a great article! e 


Jim Rauen 
584 June 16, 2004 
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-In-the May jasue a description was given of 
the Badeau music typewriter and the details of 
-how-ft-ie-made were printed. In this issue is 
“presanted some: additional details of the ap- 
eavance and a description of how it works. 
o The:two {llustrations give a fair idea of what 
the machine looks like and the kind of work 
je. will do. From all that can be learned this 
‘jgachine seemé to have been perfected to a 
degsee where it will prove to be of great value 
to composers and music publishers, and the 
tse of this. model machine has proved its prac- 
tleabillty and utility. ; 
For the past thirty years and probably more, 
men-have conceived the idea of writing music 
with a typewriter. Although there are twelve 


’ ey fourteen patents at Washington, none so 


far has succeeded in placing on the market a 
practical machine, By a practical machine is 
meant the writing of music in a rapid and com- 
plete manner, avoiding complications and at 


~-the same time keeping the price down to a- 


reasonable amount or about half as much again 
as the ordinary typewriter of to-day costs. 

For the past four years two  brothers— 
Messra. I. F. and L. C. Badeau of New York 
City—have been working on the problem and 
have succeeded in constructing a working 
model which is doing quite satisfactory work 
and which they claim will meet the above re- 
quirements. ‘ The machine is about two feet 
long, one .foot’ wide and six inches high, and 
-consists roughly of a frame supporting a pa- 
per carriage which has a ‘step by step motion 
to the feft regulated by a shift bar; a station- 
asy stall keyboard operated by the left hand 
and used to determine the position the note or 
character is to be printed on the staff; and a 
movable (at right angle to the staff lines) 
revolving character keyboard, being a disc car- 
rying type keys which are allowed to be de- 
‘pressed when in proper-position to print. The 
staff lines -are made bya. steel roller kept in 





OFFICE APPLIANCES 


y Sree - Music Typewriter Works Perfecti, 


Bass and Treble Staffs May Be Written at 
the Same Time—Is Perfectly Visible and 
Can Be Operated with Considerable 
Speed and Accuracy. 





a straight line motion by a proper guide and 
supplied with ink from an ink roller. 

To print a note or character the operator 
just presses down the staff key (Icttered A, 
B, C,.etc.) with the left hand and selecting the 
desired note or character, on the charactered 
keyboard, places his right hand index finger 
into the cup-shaped top of the key and re- 
volves it towards the printing line on a line 
through the center of the disc and perpendicu- 
lar to the staff lines. In doing this he nat- 


urally presses down on the key, which rubs 
along on another disc underneath and when 








SAMPLE OF WORK DONE ON MUSIC TYPEWRITER. 


4 
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circa 1907 


at the printing:line .draps in a hole and into 
a sliding plate: carrying an ink roller. 

He-then..pulls the keyboard towards him, 
which readily acts, being supported on rollers 
and held back by a spiral spring. The plate 
then comes in contact with a stop (which has 
been previously regulated by the stalY key) 
and slides under the type, inking it, The key 
finally comes to a full stop over the printing 
position. It is then allowed to be depressed 
and print. Upon releasing the key springs im- 
mediately carry everything back to their for- 
mer position. This operation requires a long 
time to describe, but a very shart time ta per- 
form, being about two seconds, 

Has Twenty-six Keya. 

The present machine has twenty-six atatl 

keys, permitting the printing af nates five lines 





above the. staff and feur.spaced below. There 
are sixty-one keys on the character keyboard, 
consisting of all the notes, numbers for re- 
cording time, bars and the signs commonly 
used as well as some abbreviations. : 

Most of the patented machines move the pa- 
per to get the position of the note on the staff. 
In the “Badeau Music Typewriter” the paper 
is moved from one staff to another by means 
of the shift bars, so that while the operator is 
printing treble he may also print his bass by 
merely throwing the paper. . 

An arrangement has been made by which the 
operator may place his staff lines any number 
of lines or spaces above or below the regular 
position; by this means he can transpose any 
piece of music to any key. The printing is 
perfectly visible—in fact three staffs can be 
seen. the one above and the one below the 
staff being printed upon. 

At present a simple means to connect the 
notes by bars and print brackets and long 
slurs has not been devised, but as these are 
quite simple. being mostly straight lines, they 
can readily be done by hand: .« . 

The inventors claim that the. machine wil? 
not only be of great value ta composers, band 
masters, music teachers and students. but will 


} _ tend to cheapen the process of publishing, as a 


photograph can be taken of printed sheet and 
a zinc plate made which will produce thou- 
sands of copies. 











Typex Index Update 


By Shannon L. Johnson 


As many of you may remember, last fall | requested 
some help in beginning to produce an index for the entire 
run of the Typex newsletter. | am grateful for the 
commitments to help. Your efforts have made my 
challenge easier. 

Re-formatting and checking these submissions is time 
intensive even with this assistance. It is good to have data 
to start with and build on. 

| compare what has been provided with the page and 
expand or delete as appropriate. Most of the indexers 
grabbed everything that stood out, which is what | wanted. 

When will the Typex index be ready, you may ask? 
Short answer: when it is ready. Longer answer: after | finish 
receiving the raw indexing, processing it, compiling it and 
formating the output for two-column layout. So, it will be a 
while yet. Unfortunately, some of the raw indexing was lost 
when | updated my e-mail program. | have contacted those 
whose work was affected. 

| have some tricks that | will be using to make the 
workflow more efficient for this first edition, but eventually 
for future editions of the index I'd like to use Filemaker Pro. 
It has the power to really streamline the process and | paid 
good money for it. However, it is too powerful for me to just 
fumble with it until it works right. I'll have to learn how to 
use it eventually. You can see a preview of how | want the 
Typex index to be formatted in the sidebar below. 

! would like to publicly thank the following people for 
their aid thus far, and am requesting aid from any volunteer 
who wants to help build a Filemaker Pro 5 template for me 
to use. You can e-mail me at: sljohnson@mac.com 

Thanks to assistance from: Tony Behrens, Mike Fritch, 
Fernando A.M. Costa, Richard Polt, Cuyler Brooks, Oliver 
Indermaur, and Rainer Rzepka for their volunteer help with 
this project. 


SAMPLE TYPEX INDEX 


A. B. Dick Company 
Edison Mimeograph; 9-3: 7 
Edison Mimeograph Typewriter; 9-3: 2, 7 
Edison, Thomas; 9-3: 7 
blind, typewriter for the 
Edison Mimeograph Typewriter; 9-3: 2, 7 
organizations for the blind; 9-3: 7 
Todd, Reverend W. G.; 9-3: 2, 7 
Companies 
Illinois 
see A. B. Dick Company 
see Oliver Typewriter Co. 
see Woodstock Typewriter Co. 
Duplicators 
Edison Mimeograph; see A. B. Dick Company 
Edison Mimeograph 
see A. B. Dick Company 
Edison Mimeograph Typewriter 
see A. B. Dick Company 
Edison, Thomas 
see A. B. Dick Company 
typewriter for the blind 
see blind, typewriter for the 
Typewriter, Keyboard 
Corona; see L.C. Smith & Corona Inc. 
Edison Mimeograph; see A. B. Dick Company 
Olivér; see Oliver Typewriter Co. 





From Around the Network 


Thanks for a really interesting issue [Typex May, 2004]. 
What fun it was to look at that Blick #4 on the cover and 
suddenly realize, "Wow! A two-row typewheel!" Richard 


kkk 
[Polt], OH 


| enjoyed this issue of Typex very much. Guess why? It's 
the Blick 4 article! But perhaps | can help you with some 
machines in the "Writer's Block”: 


1. Diplomat, DM and Erfurt are name variants of the 
Olympia. 


2. Gossen Tippa was manufactured from 1948 on. 


3. Optima as well as Optima Elite were East German 
Machnies. 


4. WAG is an export name of Continental Wanderer: 
WAG= Wander AG (AG means company). 


5. Swift Record is the English export version of Stoewer 
Record. 
Norbert [Schawarz], Germany 
KE 


| got Typex last night! It is, as always, GREAT! 
Thanks, Angie Jimenez, TX 
KK 


The fantastic May issue of Typex has arrived! The 
Blickensderfer #4 with the two-row typewheel (caps 
only) and the higher [serial] # than many surviving 
early #5's is fantastic! Now to find the #'s 1-3... 
| also very much enjoyed the reporting on the prodigal 
Bing and the Writer's block display. 
And it was fun to be reminded of the great time Corny 
and | had at the L.C. Smith Building in Seattle. In 
many ways, a better place to see Seattle from than the 
Space Needle, and this includes beautiful elevators 
with "LCS" on the doors and walls. No, we draw the 
line at collecting elevators, just too big a "go-with." 
Peter Weil, DE 

REE 


Mike, thanks again for a great newsletter. | particularly 

like the copies of the old ads. Please feel free to print 

more of those in the future, as | do not get to see 

many of them any other way. John Ziegenhagen, OH 
KKK 


| received my Typex today, which was fascinating 
reading, especially the article about the Sholes 
renovation. [Your new book] Typewriter Row is highly 
interesting and informative. “Of biblical significance." 
Steven Maloney, NY 


<>< o> So SoCo So So So So So So SOS 


Welcome New Members 


Steven Maloney, NY 

John Schag, NY 

<>< ><> <C> ><> So So So So Sooo 
We take English for granted. But if we explore its 
paradoxes, we find that quicksand can work slowly, 
boxing rings are square and a guinea pig is neither 
from Guinea nor is it a pig. And why is it that writers 
write but fingers don't fing, grocers don't groce and 
hammers don't ham? 
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The 42 Story L. G: Smith Building, weighing about 49,000 gross tons, 
rest®%pon this approxttnate 800 tons of steel which is imbedded in 
abort 4000 barrels of concrete. (ying ower 1281 concrete friction piles. 





Ed. Note: The postcards pictured above and below were sent in from the Don & Carolyn Hoke collection of 
Texas and we thank them. Don sent me numerous pictures and text about the Smith Tower in Seattle, 
Washington as a follow-up to Peter Weil’s article shown in the May, 2004 issue of Typex. As space allows, | will 
try to print more of Don’s text and picture post cards in future issues. 


; as ae 


i tne two union stations 
se Most of theproperty : but't dar 
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“Published 5 years ago ‘in "People" magazine, 


by Pauline Bulko 


The Good 


“this article was sent in | 


Old Ways. 


Times change, and so does our work, but some people do what still works for them 


You don’t just get up one day at the end of a century and 
step into a strange new world. Change—even technologi- 
cal change—is stealthier than that. Click by mouse-click, 
digital replaces manual, virtual replaces real, and jobs that 
once seemed essential seem quaint. But not everyone 





t - 1 


“We're a little old-fashioned,” says John Mears (right), who shares a fondness for big old IBM Selectrics with fellow fixer Ed Brauchle. 


changes his pace to meet the beat of time’s drummer; some 
traditions are just too stubborn to die. Below and on the 
following pages, we take a look at several people—and an 
Arizona mule team—who do their jobs the old-fashioned 
way, without concession to the fast-changing times. 








ABOL/NOVIE 
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For these two, the keys to success are the ones that don’t stick 


To Ed Brauchle and John Mears, a hard drive is 10 hours 
in a car and a laptop is a good place to bounce your 
grandchild. Among the dwindling ranks of typewriter re- 
pairmen, Brauchle, 71, and Mears, 62, spend their days 
in their cluttered St. Louis store tinkering with Smith 
Coronas, Royals and other manual relics as well as more 
recent electrics. “You buy a computer today, and it’s ob- 
solete tomorrow,” says Brauchle. “We decided we didn’t 
want to live in that world.” 

Instead, the only two remaining employees of the 
Martin Office Machine Company—Brauchle is presi- 
dent, Mears vice president—have been cleaning key- 
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boards and adjusting carriage returns since the mid- 
1950s. They average about 10 customers a day and still 
sell a good many used manual models, ranging in price 
from $50 to $90. They even make house calls (esti- 
mates are free, repairs start at $40). “A lot of people 
want these things fixed for sentimental reasons,” says 
Mears. “They'll say, ‘This was my mother’s typewriter. 
Can you fix it?’” 

Chances are, they can. They know theirs is “a lost 
art,” says Mears. “But I figure we’ve got a few good 
years left.” Says Brauchle with a chuckle: “We’re proba- 
bly the only people in town not worried about Y2K.” 


PEOPLE 12/13/99 159 





Typewriter Repair Tips: 
Oiling your machine, and segment 
problems. By J. Michael Fritch 


To begin with, just what kind of oil are we 
talking about? 

‘Quite frequently, home "repairs" were done 
using food oil. Horrible memories exist of the work 
required to restore those machines to operable 
condition once the oil had gotten rancid, the 
machine then had sat for a few years because it 
had worked no more by then, the residue of this oil 
had solidified. There was never any doubt with 
those machines as to what had happened: the 
rancid smell was a dead give-away. 

So, first off, "food oil is a strict and utter no-no.” 

_Secondly, any oil that leaves a residue should be 
avoided. A thin coat of Teflon lubricant is normally 
fine and quite often, that's the way to go. 

However, here's the rub: Residue-free lubricant 
is fine in a clean segment but when the segment 
slots (this applies to typebar machines) are full of 
other stuff, then lubrication is definitely not the way 
to go. (See picture of segment slots below). 





Segment slots tend to fill up with all kinds of 
debris. How about hair, whether the users own or 
that of his or her pet? A hair that falls across a 
segment slot and is pushed in by a typebar makes 
for a neat way to have that typebar stick--and no 
amount of oil will free it. So the first thing to do is 
find the cause of typebar binds. If most of them are 
free and only a few are sticking, debris is likely to 
be at fault--unless the typebar got bent, but we 
haven't gotten that far yet. 


If all, or nearly all are binding, the presence of 
gummed up old lubricant is most likely. For debris, 
the first thing we do is use a "segment pick" to 
clean the slots. Yes, Ames Co. sells them as 
"No.93 Segment Pick" or at least that's what they 
used to do. However, it's easy to make up such a 
tool by taking an old typebar (not Underwood 5 but 
a closed one with the hole for the segment wire at 
the bottom. SCM typebars are good for that) and 
making a diagonal cut at the bottom so that there's 
a pointed tip and an angled straightedge. 
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An excellent way to get debris into the segment 
slots is by taking a rag and "wiping the segment 
clean"...It's being done all the time. 

Now, if a foreign object such as a hair was the 
cause of a typebar bind, its removal will have 
solved the problem and no oil/lubricant will likely be 
needed. 

However, if there's an accumulation of caked-on 
debris that's mixed with old oil, the segment pick 
will likely be unable to remove enough of it to solve 
any binds. 

Here is where added oil will be the cure that will 
only work for a week or so--and should therefore be 
avoided. What needs to be done here is a thorough 
flushing of the segment. 

No, this does not require a cleaning tank. A 
working surface with some rags on it will do and, in 
the case of portable typewriters mounted on a base 
plate or sitting in an enclosed case, they have to be 
removed from there. 

Then, one alternates between spraying the 
segment with Tri-Flow (or equivalent) lubricant and 
Ames-AQS-O solvent, using the extension tubes 
and covering the keyboard (plus other areas as 
necessary) with a rag to prevent staining. After 
making one sweep across every segment slot with 
the lubricant, every single typebar is worked quickly 
a number of times until dissolved gunky stuff begins 
showing outside each slot—some will have more, 
others less. Now this is flushed off with the solvent, 
which is also applied to the slots themselves for 
added cleaning. If compressed air is available, it is 
used to blow the solvent out of the segment 
towards the bottom. Now, lubricant is applied again 
and the cycle repeats until now further gunk shows 
up. The last thing should be a quick spray with 
lubricant and, if available, another blast of 
compressed air. 

This will solve all binds within the segment slots 
unless there is corrosion. Corrosion will often make 
removal of typebars necessary, mere gunk and 
debris will not. 

To see whether a typebar is “free”, one holds 
down the spacebar and operates the typebar a 
number of times. The typebar should fall back 
freely by itself—not be “pushed” back by 
components of the escapement mechanism such 
as the U-bar. 

If a typebar fails to fall back freely, we must 
determine whether the bind occurs within the 
segment slot at the bottom, or in the type guide at 
the top—where the type is being centered before it 
strikes the platen. If it is here that the bind occurs, 
then the typebar has gotten bent—very common 
with SCM portables under whatever name—and 
cleaning the segment won't do a thing to help. 

Bent typebars can be a real pain, or they can be 
very easy to fix. Depends on a number of things 
and, if anyone wants it, | can give some pointers on 
the subject also—but that’s no longer a matter of 
“oiling” typewriters. 
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The Caligraph Quarterly. 


THE QUARTERLY will be published on the first of October, 
January, April and July ofeach year. Single copies 25 cts. 
perannum. Clubs of twenty or more, 20 cts. each, invariably 
in advance. 

All subscriptions, remittances and correspondence for the 
Quarterly should be sent to the CALIGRAPH QUARTERLY, 
1323 Broadway, N. Y., care Pusey & Rooney, Publishers, 

The American Writing Machine Co., Proprietors, 213 West 
gist St., N.Y. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Every hour spent in writing with the pen (ex- 
cept in bookkeeping) is at least forty minules wasted, 
worse than wasted ; a great deal worse than wasted, 
for the writer is doing hard work when he might do 
easy work, poor work when he might do good work, 
and séow work when he might do it from “free fo fen 
times more rapidly. 

Notwithstanding this great ‘rush (vital to millions) 
is being demonstrated by thousands of people all 
over the country, yet the great army of pen-writers 
are skeptics when they should be believers. To 
convert them—to change them from skeptics to 
dehevers, and thus save untold years of toil and suf- 
fering, is the object of this publication. 





The Caligraph—Who Can Use It. 


Little children can use it. Old people can use it. 
The blind can use it. Any one who can spell can 
use it. 

Most peopte can, in less than a week, learn to 
write with the Caligraph faster than with a pen, and 
become expert in a few weeks or months. 

Thousands of young people of both sexes are 
becoming expert in its use, as they find no difficulty 
in dbtaining pleasant and profitable situations as 
soon as they become expert. 


mencstaiel 
Il LH 
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No. 2 Caligraph. | 


The Caligraph. 


The No. 1 Caligraph is furnished with capital let- 
ters, figures, and punctuation marks only. _ Its key- 
board contains 48 characters, which are arranged in 
six rows of eight each. 

. The No. 1 Caligraphs are made with four different 


styles of type, as follows: large and small Gothic and 


large and small Roman. 
The No. 2, or upper and lower case Caligraph, 


is like the No. 1 in all respects, except that it is fur- 
nished with both capitals and small letters, and is 
made large to admit of the use of extra keys, type- 
bars, etc., for the additional characters. Both 
machines are operated in the same manner and are 
about equal in speed. 

The key-board of the No. 2 Machine is arranged 
as follows: It contains in all, keys for seventy-two 
characters. Forty-eight of these, occupying the 











centre of the board, are lower-case letters, figures - 


and punctuation marks, and are arranged precisely 
as in the No. 1 key-board. ‘They are black ona 
white back-ground. At each end of the above, to 


the right and left, are thirteen capitals, which are ; 


white on a black back-ground. The whole key- 
board is arranged in six rows of twelve characters 
each. 

The No. 2 Caligraph has an independent key and 


This First edition of the Caligraph Quarterly newsletter 
was supplied by Paul Robert, and we thank him very much. 
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Whose Fingers Passed Over That night at the motel, I opened it up and looked it 


: over. It was dry and clean; it must not have been 
This Keyboard Before...? opened in decades. The keys were frozen. Then I 
By Jack Knarr saw, wedged under the hardened platen, a faded 
yellow slip of paper, with typing on it. It said, 
I've often wondered, as | took possession “Helen, I love you, Clifford.” (See photo on the left.) 
of yet : ‘ 
another precious antique typewriting machine, __The slip was folded. Undemeath was this 
whose reply: : 
fingers had passed over these keys before. Dear Sir: You(re) the swellest husband | ever 
Whose thoughts and heart and soul had been 8d. 


red through this keyboard in the past? What . 
yn aed bn ihe ine cay?! The loving fingers of two sweethearts had 


Sure most typewriters have been used as passed over the keys of my—theirmachine 


mere appliances, in accounting or insurance or ™@Ny, Many years ago. | thought of them now, 
hi Rare of an Annie Dillard or a Pete D°th certainly gone and buried on the lonely, 


Dexter. forgotten hillsides of 2004. And | vowed to keep 
But then there are the others on which we the slip of paper with the machine always, if it 
write letters, or notes to the children, or... ever leaves my hands. 










Last year as the first day of selling neared = 
its conclusion at Brimfield, the huge antiques fair oe « wT 
in Massachusetts, a man hoisted a swooping,” 
curved wooden shape into the back of his rental SU Gs ac agin 
truck, a shape | recognized as the carrying box er a 
for an 1890s Caligraph. (See picture below.) | ae . a 


had never owned one, and | did a happy double- 
take. Soon, it was mine. Tita 


— . eee 









= 
oa 





Se ae 
eee. : 


(This ancient Caligraph was spotted (This chrome IBM Selectric I was traced to Utah and 
on the back of a truck at Brimfield,) Montana and California. Whose hands passed over 
588 these keys...and what did they type?) 





A more recent acquisition has been the classic 
first model of the IBM Selectric-- one that has its entire 
body done in chrome! None of the collectors | know has 
seen another like it. Yes, there is a chrome example of 
a Model D IBM in the Blue Grass Historical collection in 
Lexington, KY, but neither curator Bill Johnston nor 
anyone he knows has any idea how it became chromed. 
And neither did | mine. (See photo below.) 


Back in my newspaper reporter days, | used to 
go into a boss's office when he wasn't there, pop the 
ribbon out of his IBM, quickly put in a new one, and go 
home to have a good read. Some of his letters back to 
the home office were, umm, verrry interesting. | was 
startled to read of some of the low-ball techniques that 
bosses used against employees they wanted to get rid 
of-- and who those employees were. 


A bit of light, a bright paper, and just 
about any carbon ribbon will yield its 


secrets 


Ney 


As always, | wondered about its provenance. 
The Internet seller said he'd bought it at a thrift shop in 
Salt Lake City, but otherwise knew nothing about it. 
When the machine arrived, it was obvious the chrome- 
plating had likely been done by IBM; all the 
soundproofing inside was old and crumbling, as is most 
always the case with original IBM "goop." 


But for whom had the Selectric been made? And 
why? Could | find out? When | popped open the lid, | 
broke out in a big silly grin: A 
dusty old carbon ribbon sat there in its spools, and it 
was all used up. 


See, we nosey collectors often take the time to 
unwind and read the typing on these ribbons, in reverse, 
against the desklight. It is a tedious process, but it's 
amazing how many secrets you can uncover this way. 
(See photo above). 


WBF bR er at 
ride 4 be fit 





WWM npad psy | ot H. 
eee 


So | began unspooling the ribbon on the chrome 
Selectric, and the last words appeared to have been 
typed by school students while it was on sale at that 
thrift shop: i have never seen a typewriter before 
thiasthingisamavzing.wow,how 
bizzare$$$44$$SJRTSOJFR? 


| completely unraveled the tape and started 
from the beginning. You are cordially invited to the 
baptism of: NICHOLAS RYAN HEINZ, Saturday, 
December 2, 1989, 4:00 p.m. at the Sandy Granite 
Stake, 2535 E. Newcastle Dr. A light dinner will be 
served after. 


My God, the last tape had been inserted 14 
years ago! Most of it was filled with gibberish, as though 
children had been banging on the keys. Then this: Dear 
Stephanie, | enjoyed babysitting you. Next time | 
babysit | will bring a treat. Love, Lisa Washburn. 
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was this family located? | wanted to contact the Heinz's, 
find out where they had gotten the machine! 4 


Then, suddenly, amidst the gibberish, came a 
stern letter to the St. Paul Life Insurance Group at a 
post office box in St. Paul, MN. An insurance claim had 
been filed in a dispute of Dr. Birky's fee for delivering 
the baby Nicholas. The date was Jan. 25, 1988. It was 
signed by Nicholas's father, "Ryan K. Heinz, 2386 
Willow Hills Dr., Sandy, UT." 


Sweet Mother of God! | went right to the 
telephone, and his number was listed. Mr. Heinz, 47, 
was amazed to hear that his old chrome IBM had 
landed on the East Coast. He said he was the Heinz in 
Collier, Heinz & Associates, a firm that leased, owned 
and managed various properties out West. 


"Before | took the typewriter home," he said, "I 
used it at a mall | owned, the Kalispell Mountain Mall in 
Kalispell, Montana, near the Glacier National Park. But 
| think it originally came out of a mall we managed in 
California. Check with my partner, Ray Blake. Those 
people were into designer marketing; | think IBM might 
have done a limited edition." 


Unreal! | reached Ray Blake in the Salt Lake 
City area, and he said, "We bought a regional shopping 
center, Riverside Plaza, in Riverside, CA, | think in 
about 1973 or ‘74. It came out of there. The manager's 
office there just had the most ostentatious decoration 
we had ever seen: Chrome beads hanging down from 
the windows, and leather, and art deco chrome furniture 
everywhere." 


The shopping center, he added, "had been 
owned by Loma Linda University, which was a highly- 
respected medical school, but it was owned by the 
Seventh Day Adventists, who are probably more 
conservative than anybody. Their Sabbath is on a 
Saturday, and they were conflicted. But they wanted the 
money from the investment, so they wanted it managed 
by someone else. We hired Bob Taylor to manage that 
center." 


Taylor, now managing a Colorado mall, 
remembers Riverside. "A flamboyant type of guy had 
decorated the office, and everything in that lobby office 
was chrome!" he said. "I think his name was Fred." 


Bless Fred wherever he is, 30 years later. 
Nobody knew his last name. So | had to quit my search. 
But hey, this much made sense: Those were the days 
On The Bus with acid-tripping Ken Kesey, of following 
the drug-gobbling fear and loathing adventures of Dr. 
Hunter S. Thompson. A chrome IBM fits right into the 
Seventies scene. And I'm in awe of this sweet little 
machine, now in. the war-torn new century. It's been to 


California and Montana, places I've always dreamed of 
visiting. 


Today, it's even easier to dial into a machine's 
history. My most recent find is an IBM Wheelwriter 70 
Series Il, IBM's last "typewriter" per se, which can also 
operate completely as a word processor off a thick 
swiveling monitor located on the back corner. 


This big 1989 plastic box was advertised by the 
Baptist Church in Moscow, PA, for a mere $30. | know, | 
know, it isn't collectible; | bought it to do quick resumes. 
And | wasn't in a hurry to read the carbon ribbon, or the 
word-processing files, because the Church Lady had 
told me she did Sunday bulletins on it. They aren't 
something you sneak into the bathroom to read. 


So today, in the interest of typewriter 
contankerousness, | have vowed to use these naughty 
fingers to pound some true provenance into the 
keyboard of this squeaky-clean machine! 


Let's start with some truth from American 
philosopher George Santayana: "There is no cure for 
birth and death, save to enjoy the interval!" 


And add this classic quote out of Cyrano 
deBergerac, as typed on an Underwood 5 for me in 
1973 by an honest, courageous editor named Donald R. 
Murdaugh: 


Yet why should | mingle in fashion's full herd? 
Why crouch to her leaders or cringe to her rules 
Why bend to the proud or applaud the absurd 
Why search for delight in the friendship of fools. 


And let's finally finish it off with this "Irish Toast”: 


Here's to a long life and a merry one 

A quick death and an easy one 

A pretty girl and an honest one 

A cold beer-- and another one! 
<><><><><><><> <>< ><> <> <>< ><> <>< occ 


Top Ten Things That Sound Dirty At 


The Office But Aren't: 


10. | need to whip it out by 5. 

Mind if | use your laptop? 

Just stick it in my box. 

If | have to lick one more, I'll gag! 

! want it on my desk, NOW!!! 

HMMMMMMM\M. ..I think it's out of fluid! 

My equipment is so old, it takes forever to finish. 
It's an entry-level position. 

When do you think you'll be getting off today? 

It's not fair...1 do all the work while he just sits there! 
eed Coed Cd CdKDROCDED ED EDD CDCDEdC>< 
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More Provenance Stories 
By Lynda Beckler 


| have great fun with eBay sellers, most of 
whom have no idea how typewriters work. Since | 
enjoy doing repairs, I'm not interested in whether 
the thing is actually working. | have walked a few 
sellers through simple repairs, like freeing a stuck 
carriage, reattaching the drawbands, once even 
straightening a bent frame. I'm more interested in 
the provenance of the machine -- where it came 
from, how they happened to acquire it. And | 
have gotten some great stories! 


Elliott-Fisher Attacked by Crazed Botanist 


| bought my Elliott-Fisher book writer on 
eBay a few years ago. The seller was a 
professor of veterinary medicine at Purdue 
University and | asked her to tell me what she 
knew about the machine, where it came from, 
how she happened to have it, etc. 

As it turned out, she DID know something 
about it and she had actually used it during a 
summer internship at the National Academy of 
Sciences. It was used for labeling botanical 
specimen packets. 

She then mentioned it was slightly beat up. 
Duuuh, | could see that from the photos. It had 
the usual degree of wear-and-tear, but the top 
cover had been bashed in as if someone had 
clobbered it with a heavy object. 

| asked if she had any idea what had 
happened to it. Lucky again! She was actually 
there the day it happened and saw it! One of the 
botanists was trying to use it and was having 
trouble getting it to move on its rails. In a fit of 
rage, he ripped the typewriter off its frame and 
threw it across the room. Not quite satisfied, he 
then went after it with a machete, bashing in the 
top cover and leaving a deep gouge in the metal. 

| promised | would take better care of it. | 
happily paid $26 for the thing (another $70 for 
shipping), put it back together, and the darned 
thing actually works! 


The Precious Family Heirloom 


| had a phone call one day from a woman who 
had heard | liked typewriters. She lived only a 
few blocks away, so | hopped in my truck and 
dashed right over to see what she had. 

She invited me in and droned on for about 30 
minutes, telling me how special this typewriter 
was. She thought it was so beautiful, she hated 
to give it up, it was a gift from her late uncle Jim 
who had owned a typewriter repair shop, and 
yadda-yadda-yadda_ until my eyes started 
watering. ; 

There was no typewriter in sight. When she 
finished the monologue, | was feeling almost 





391 


guilty about taking the machine from her. She 
led me into her-dining room where it was sitting 
on the floor. It was a Remington 10. | could see 
instantly how well she had cared for it. The type 
basket was full of dead leaves, grass clippings, 
dead bugs and a pair of cheap earrings. It had 
been sitting about three inches deep in water for 
a very long time and the front of the frame was 
nearly rusted through. 

| tried to move the carriage....no way. | tried 
the space bar....I tried the key levers....| wanted 
to run out screaming, but, hey, it was free.. And it 
had the biggest paper table | have ever seen. 

She followed me out to my truck and as | 
started to put it in the bed, she screamed, "Oh, 
no, it needs to ride in the cab! It might get 
damaged sliding around in the back!" 


Odd Findings 


Odd things | have found inside typewriters 
while cleaning them: a chocolate chip cookie 
recipe, love letters, all the usual office debris like 
paperclips and staples, but how about a 7” skirt 
zipper? That was inside my Smith Premier #2. 
Hair ribbons and bobby pins are pretty common 
as are eraser crumbs and fingernail clippings. 
And, oh yeah, rat droppings and _ nesting 
materials are very popular. 

The best though was inside my Caligraph #2. 
Under the front key lever cover, there is a 
wooden support bar and the bar was covered 
with a piece of felt. | lifted the felt and found 
written in pencil, the initials A. T. and the date 
7/01/91. 

From serial number data, we determined that 
is too late a date to have been the original 
assembler's stamp of approval, so it must be the 
mark of a prehistoric typewriter repairman. This 
machine is undergoing a complete makeover 
now, and when | finish, | plan to put my own 
initials right alongside old A.T.'s with the date | 
complete my work. Let the next generation have 
fun figuring it out! 

(Ed. Note: We thank Lynda for her great 
anecdotes from inside the hobby-- and we're 
dying to hear about her trip to Minnesota to take 
delivery on an $11,000-plus Crandall she just 
culled off eBay! Congratulations!) 

<>< >< ><> <>< ><> co cos <> <>< ><> 


Tips: To remove mold and mildew 
from carry-cases ("The Musties") 


Typewriter carry-cases, should be aired and 
dried after brushing off mold. Make a mixture of 
one cup denatured alcohol and one cup water. 

Dip a cloth in this mixture and wring it out. 
Rub mildew spots gently. Dry well. You can also 
use saddle soap. Dry and air well before storing. 
The odor often goes away when the area is dry. 
You may wish to spray with a fungicide spray. 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 
IMPORTANT NOTE: 


Please make all checks and payments 

payable to: Michael A. Brown only. 

Any check that has the word Typex 
(or anything else) in the payee line will 
be returned to the sender. 

(This is due to my new bank account.) 
With this issue, Typex moves into its 
24" year. Thanks to all who have helped 
make that possible, over these many 
years. c Bix . 

Included with this issue is the unveiling “—— 
of some information about early typewriter inventor Lucien Crandali,his 
machines and his colorful life. Some of these details can be found in the 
history books and elsewhere. But some of these items are being revealed 
to most collectors for the first time. 

These Crandall files will continue with Part Il in the February 2005 issue. 
His juicy married life and cemetery story will be revealed then! So!!! Please 
send in your subscription renewals (FORM ENCLOSED) early so you will 
not miss the conclusion to this interesting story. 
FO POO OSIMIPOIPOPNOC 


News from Overseas: by Les Owen, England 


| have been traveling quite a bit and my report this issue is more on a 
personal note than usual. 

| visited Madrid, Spain where | had the pleasure of meeting up with 
fellow collectors Stellios Peios, and his partner Whitney and Rafael Acosta 
and his wife Maria. There was much typewriter talk and “wish lists” were 
exchanged in the festive atmosphere of Spanish restaurants. | also 
dropped in to see Spanish dealer Jose Antonio whom | have met on other 
occasions in Germany at the collectors meetings there. For me, a great 
three days of typewriter talk. 

Next stop was the meeting of the French club. It was heid at a little town 
near Strasbourg in the beautiful Alsace region of France. There are two 
collectors clubs in France and this meeting was the first joint meeting 
between the two. Well over 60 collectors and their partners attended a very 
busy meeting. The “bourse” saw much buying and selling. As you might 
expect in France the social gatherings were great also. | had taken a plane 
rather than drive there, so | was restricted to buying only a few machines, 
both en route and at the meeting. | had three bags full of my purchases and 
security checked them all. This is not surprising considering the amount of 
metal in them! | had three Worlds, a Hammond No. 1b, aluminum Dactyle, 
Columbia Index No. 2, Liliput Duplex, and an American Index, and nearly a 
divorce!! 

| have mentioned in a previous “News” the museum established near 
Barcelona by Mr. and Mrs. Padrosa. | was fortunate enough to meet them 
at this meeting. | obtained a brochure for the museum and looking through 
it makes me more determined to go to see it. Not only are there typewriters 
but sewing machines, clocks, cameras, cash registers, phonographs and 
associated items, and much more. This is truly an eclectic range of 
antiques. 

eBay watchers may have noticed a number of rare offerings on eBay- 
UK recently, notably a North’s, a prototype Standard Folding, and a 
Columbia Barlock No. 7. 

eBay.com will be featuring an online and live auction organized by 
Rainer Rzepka, a German dealer, and collector. The 110 lots will be listed 
commencing November 6. Because it is a live auction, bids can be taken 
via eBay or on the day of the sale. More details available on 
www.antikma.de 





By the time this copy of Typex reaches you, the catalogue for the next 
Breker auction will be out. As always, we await it with interest. 
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a) Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


Hi! My name is Lynda Beckler. 


Yes, this is Jann Dorothy's column, but due to 
circumstances beyond her control, | am pinch-hitting for 
her in this issue. Jann’s computer suffered a major crash 
and | started printing the eBay auction results for her in 
mid-August. Then in mid-September, she was called 
away with a family emergency. It became patently clear 
that if | wanted to read my favorite Typex column in the 
November issue, | had better write it myself © 


So, here | am in Jann’s shoes. 


The online fraud issue continues. Many of us have 
received e-mails from a bogus PayPal website, advising 
us that “phoneseller’ has been added to our accounts. 
We've all reported this to the REAL PayPal and received 
the same message: “Yes, we know about it, we're 
working on it, and blah, blah, blah...” The only safe thing 
to do is terminate your existing PayPal account and start 
over. A real pain! 


Then there was the beautiful Munson (mentioned 

iow in Baywatch) which made an encore appearance 
on eBay, sporting a hijacked seller ID and photos 
harvested from the original listing. The word from eBay: 
“Yes we know about it, we’re working on it, and blah, 
blah, blah...” On the flip side of the coin are the bidders 
who snipe at the last second with no intention of ever 
paying for the item. In many cases, this has the net effect 
of taking the typewriter out of circulation @ 


It’s sad that a few rotten momzers can spoil things for 
the rest of us honest folk, but... cest la vie...caveat 
emptor. (Yes, | can fracture many languages.) 


This may be old news to some, but for those who don’t 
know, there is an escrow service available for online 
transactions. www.escrow.com is endorsed (but not 
owned) by eBay and may be used for any Internet sale or 
purchase. 


The fees are on a sliding scale with a minimum charge. 
of $25 for the service. When | bought my Crandai Géé 
page 600), | paid an extra 1% of the selling price to 
secure the transaction. The big advantage from my point 
of view, | was able to take possession of the item and 
inspect it thoroughly before any money changed hands. 


& | elected a one-day inspection period, but | could have 
had up to 30 days. The seller was assured that my check 
was good and that | wouldn't stop payment on it the 
minute | had the Crandall in my hot little hands! 
A good deal for ail. 
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$356. 

| Olver #7(withcase) Csié‘(LCSCSC«#$202.50 

Cy rs ee) 

|Royal#6 (flatbed) ss C*édS:C(ssC«S 1033.50 | 
Rex Visible (space bar not original 


by Lynda Beckler 


@e baywatch...recent eBay auction highlights. 
A sampling of eBay sales from August 1 through the end 
of September (selling prices are converted to US dollars): 


Norths (good condition 
Crandall Model 4 (Excellent condition, $7,177.00 
one odd ribbon spoo 

Frank Rose Folding Prototype **____| 










$4,420.96 
$3,601.51 
Commercial Visible #6 $3,260.00 


mi 


Munson / in Oak Case (very good cond. 


i 
$1, 
$553. 
Postal #5 (missing a keytop 21.00 
OS ee a ee : 


— 
RIIS 
BsiZiS 
3/3\g\s 






hs 
Bo 


Virotyp 

Corona Special #3, blue, VG condition 30.99 
Densmore #5 (excellent condition $382.77 
Fox Sterling (spectacular! 


ggg 
48 






What a time for my typewriter fund to be in the red! 
(But thanks to June Cleaver, I've got my Crandall). 

An Edison Mimeograph made two eBay appearances; 
it no-saled at $7,776.76 then reappeared with a $9,500 
"Buy it Now.” 

Avery nice Pittsburg #10 had 14 bids, but did not meet 
the reserve price. A Blick #6 was withdrawn by the seller 
before the auction closed. And a lovely Varityper (don’t 
laugh, | think they’re cute!) with a starting bid of $1.00 failec 
to get even a single bid! That same machine was later 
resisted and brought a respectable $102.50. 

And last but not least, German eBay had a listing for a 
monster Continental with the rotary dial thingy...1 couldn't 
bear to watch — the shipping cost would have been a killer. 

Happy hunting, everyone! 

There’s a Waveriey out there somewhere!! 











15 Crandall Secrets 


Lucien Crandall was a Signal Corp member and 
bandieader in his Civil War regiment. 

From about 1909 to 1915 Crandall was working 
on an adding/listing machine, which did not 
materialize reportedly due to lack of help. 

The Daugherty Typewriter Company contracted 
with the Crandall Typewriter Co. of Groton, NY, 
to manufacture 2,000 of the machines, 


Crandall was listed on at least 28 patents, and 
probably more. 

Among patent items other than typewriters we 
find a bicycle drive chain, a match safe, and a 
“winking” sign. 

One of the 19” Century managers of the Dupont 
Company in Wilmington, DE only wanted a 
Crandall typewriter because he was almost 
insane about noise in the office. He required 
that workers wear stockings only or go barefoot 
to hold down the noise. 

Crandall's mariage record borders on the 
bizarre. But to find out that part of the story you 
will need to renew your subscription, as it will 
appear in the February 2005 edition of ‘Daodent 
Crandall was born in Port ey Bnrry oo 

Mills), Broome County, NY on May 4° 1844 and 
died at Chester County bioaghas oa outside 
Philadelphia, PA). At the time of his death he 
was aged 74 years and his residence was 
located at 504 Magnolia St. Kennett Square, 
PA. He is buried at Cortland Rural Cemetery in 
Cortland, NY. 





Drremreimers— Lema og ex, Wide ax on, Heseht 5 om 
3 


For a time he was a news reporter for the New 
York Tribune newspaper and later he founded 
the Sunday Herald of Syracuse, NY which he 
edited for a number of years. 





10. 


12. 


14. 


15. 
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The Crandall Typewriter Co. was incorporated 
and did business at Cortland and Syracuse, NY, 
before locating at Groton, NY. On January 1°, 

1887 the removal was made, and in that year 
the large and well-equipped building on Main 
Street was occupied. The capital stock of the 
company was $35,000 and the officers were: 
D.H. Marsh, President; Everett Smiley, Vice- 
President; Frank Conger, Secretary; Frank J. 
Tanner, Treasurer; F.L. Twiss, Superintendent. 


. It is said that Lucien S. Crandall wrote the first 


piece of typewriter literature ever given to the 
public. It was in the form of a catalogue and 
description of the Remington on which he was 
engaged at the time and was distributing from a 
store on Broadway in NYC during the year 
1874. 

In December of 1887 Stoddard & Gillam 
secured a contract for manufacturing several 
hundred cabinets of several designs for the 
Crandall Type-Writer Company. They also 
made the shipping boxes used by the company. 


. In 1886 Crandall organized the Parrish Mfg. Co. 


at Parrish, NY with a capital of 100,000 and 
began the manufacture of the American 
Standard Typewriter and its British , 
the Victoria. The International eventually 
superceded these items. (By today’s collector's 
standards these are ail rare machines.) 

Crandall patented and manufactured a small 
copy-holder (rare today) in October, 1892. it 
was awarded a gold medal at the Chicago 
World's Fair. 

In the spring of 1883 his factory in Blodgett 
Mills, NY burned to the ground. 





$50.0 


A first-class two-handed writing-machine. 
Its points : 

(1) Work in sight. 

(2) Permanent alignment. 

(3) Instantly changeable type. 

(4) The price. 
Address for detailed information, 


The Crandall Machine Co., 


New York 353 Broadway. 
Chicago z 237 La Salle St. 


Factory, Groton, N. Y. 














SOME CRANDALL HISTORY 


Written by Mike Brown, with help from Peter Weil, Tony 
Casillo and Herman Price 


(Note: Crandall production history and model designation details are 
confusing at best. Mis-information has been reported in other 
venues over the years. This is our attempt at reporting the facts 
correctly. 


While the Crandall history is sometimes hard to 
understand, one thing is certain, the Crandall is one of 
the most desirable and beautiful writing machines of all 
time. Hardly a conversation with a typewriter collector 
will pass without mention of the Crandall, most often 
within the first few minutes. 

Fellow collector and researcher Peter Weil of DE, 
has examined a_ serial number list of approximately 
70-75 surviving Crandall typewriters. That list has been 
assembled by collector Herman Price, of WV and he 
has concluded from this data that more Crandalls were 
made than previously thought. This list will be 
published in the February 2005 issue of Typex. 

Peter tells us that from that data he believes far 
more Crandalis were made than previously thought. 

Also, there is evidence that supports the theory that 
the 20K serial number range is the product of 
marketing hype through serial number manipulation by 
Crandall. 

But it seems reasonable that the number of 
machines made was at least a quarter of that number 
(5K or so). 

Surviviors' serial number range from a low number 
of 78, to a high of 51788. There is also at least one 
early machine with no serial number. 

If we have the same survival rate (10%), as we do 
for the Blickensderfer typewriters, there should be at 
least 500 Crandalls surviving. 

Even taking into account the decade-earlier 
production start and a shorter total production time, the 
consequent erosion of machines should still leave 5%, 
or about 250 surviving Crandalls. 

This data leaves the question: Where are all the 
missing Crandalls? 

According to the Cortland Democrat newspaper 
dated February 14, 1879 (Blodgett Mills item), "Jerome 
Crandall (believed to be Lucien's older brother) is to 
make a typewriter for a firm at Salt Lake City. It will 
contain about 400 pieces." This is probably a reference 
to the first Crandall model. 

In 1881, we are aware of a simpler version of what 
was to become the No.2 Model/New Model. It 
probably has only pin stripes and no mother-of-pearl. 
Peter Weil says that during 1881-1883 probably very 
few Crandalis were made." 

June of 1883 shows reports of the Crandall 
Typewriter "being manufactured" at Blodgett Mills, NY. 

In September of the same year, the company was 
organized in New York City. Two years later, the 
Crandall Typewriting Company home office, and its 
works, were operating in Syracuse, NY. 

Peter has found testimonials for "The Model 
Crandall" (New Mode! Style) and they show a serial 
number of 6221 and are dated February 25, 1893. This 
gives us at least one reference for dating a Crandall. 

Peter further concluded that, “the first Crandall 
Model was the basic design. It was somewhat changed 


to make the No.2 and No. 4. The No. 2 was the 
mainstay of the company for a decade and continued 
to be made for at least a year after 1883 as the No.4." 

Around January 1887 the Crandall enterprise was 
moved from Syracuse to Groton from when their new 
factory was completed. 

In early February, 1887 it was reported in the 
newspaper that three Crandall typewriters were 
shipped to France. By March of that year there were 
“forty hands" employed at the. factory, and a month 
later, we know that over 50 workmen in various 
capacities employed at the shops. By then 30 
machines per week were being made. 

By the spring of 1888 the number of workers had 
been increased to 64 and production had increased to 
45 machines per week. 

On April 3, 1890, the company name was changed 
from The Crandall Type-Writer Co. to The Crandall 
Machine Co. 

Typewriter collector and enthusiast Tony Casillo 
discovered in the Thirteenth Annual Report of the 
Factory Inspection for the State of New York (1898), 
the following fact: “The Crandall Typewriter Company 
are manufacturers of typewriters and bicycles. They 
employ thirty adult males and two females in their 
factory in Groton, NY. The average factory worker 
worked 59 hours per week.” 

Based on magazine advertisements of the period, 
Tony speculates that they were selling the Universal 
No.3 at that time and considering that model's rarity, he 
thinks that perhaps it was the bicycle, and not the 
typewriter, that kept the company in business. 

Peter adds that "The Universal No. 3 appears to 
have been made for at least five years from 1893 to 
1898. A further improved model, the Crandall Visible 
No. 4 was manufactured for (or by) Sears, Roebuck." 

Which factory made the Sears Crandall is not clear 
but it seems evident that these later Crandalls 
(Crandall No. 4 Universal not to be confused with the 
No. 4 New-Model style without inlaid pearl), were 
manufactured in Chicago, Ill and sold by Sears in 
1906. 

At least some of the surviving Crandalls are 
specifically "“decaled" as being manufactured in 
Chicago, rather than in Groton, NY. 

The similar Crandall No. 3 Universal design was 
supposedly sold by the American Visible Typewriter 
Co., of Groton, NY in 1902—a company said to have 
been controlled by Frank Conger (of later Standard 
Folding fame). 

This is documented by a rare advertisement, but no 
one has ever seen an example and the "American 
Visible" probably was never made. 

A quick check of Michael Adler's book, The Writing 
Machine, shows that he may not have realized that 
there were as many as four cylinder typesleeve models 
of the Crandall being sold at the same time. 

By January of 1905, newspaper accounts report 
that the property of the Crandall Typewriter Co. was 
sold on judgment. It was bought by the First National 
Bank for $10,000. And in 1912 the factory was sold. 

And so goes into oblivion, one of the all-time 
collector machines. 

We invite any readers who may be able to 
shed any more light on this story, to write and 
tell us. Thank you in advance! 
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Crandall Advertising 


(Ed. Note: The following information was publicly posted 
by fellow collectors Jim Dax of CA and Peter Weil of DE 


O. 4 CRANDALL JUST OUT 





THE SIMPLEST MACHINE ON THE MARKET 
Diewersinms —Lemeth tg om. Welt os an, Meucin £m 
2 


Jim Dax wrote: 


The New Mode! Crandall Type-Writer, according 
to ads “Took award of merit at the New York State 
Fair, fall of 1887." [Ed. Note: This was later hotly 
disputed by E.G. Wyckoff of _ the 
Remington Co.] 

Ads start to appear in regular number from 
around June 1888 (New Model Crandall Type- 
Writer). Ads before this date are scarce. | have 
none that | am aware of before June of 1888. | 
have no ad which is a likeness to the early Crandall 
which appears on page 44 of Darryl Rehr's 
[typewriter collector] book. 

Darryi’s book also indicates two serial numbers 
for Crandall machines. 

Circulars and catalogues are said to be available 
in a June 1888 ad. Samples of work are said to be 
available first in a January 1889 ad. The last ad to 
indicate "New Model Crandali Type-Writer" was in 
December 1889. 

It is called “The Crandall Standard Type-Writer” 
in an ad from January 1890 and as far as | know 
only in ads from January of 1890. Then suddenly 
the machnie is refered to as “The Crandall Model 
Typewriter" in ads from February 1890 through 
June 1890. 

In an ad from July 1890 it becomes simply "The 
Crandall." The last advertised price of $75.00 was 
in an ad from July 1890. The same price from its 
beginning ad in June 1888. First ad to offer 
machines from the factory for $50.00 was in July of 
1890. “The Crandall" changes to “The Crandall 
Typewriter" in ads sometime between November 
1891 and January 1892. Ads are in regular number 
until February 1893. 

Ads then appear in September 1893 and again 
August 1894. In May 1896 my first ad for “Just 


S97, 


Out...". universal Crandall Typewriter no. 3" 
appears. 

Ads also appear for this machine in January and 
February 1897 (they also indicate “just out"). At this 
point ads for Crandalls become scarce. | have 
none that that |! am aware of after the February 
1897 date. No mention of quantities of machines is 
mentioned in any of my ads. Not a selling point as 
a Remington and Caligraph were advertising large 
numbers which over shadowed Crandall. Crandall 
pushed instantly changeable type, always writing in 
sight and perfect and permanent alignment. 


Peter Weil wrote: 


The history of Crandail typewriters, including the 
dating of model and serial numbers has not been 
written. Even the model numbers and names are 
not consistent. However, it appears that the serial 
numbers run in sequence through the model. 

| have found a source that definitely dates one of 
the serial numbers. | have in my possession a 
trade catalog for “The Model Crandall," what 
appears to be the New Model with the inlaid pearl 
decoration. In the testimonials, a company, Richey 
and Craig, of Cherubusco, Indiana, states that on 
February 25, 1893 they are sending $50 for 
Crandall typewriter #6221. 

This is only one date sale of a Crandall with a 
specific serial number. Alone, it gives a date to 
relatively date Crandalls with numbers before and 
after it. If any of us have documentary evidence 
for other Crandall serial numbers, we can get a 
fairly accurate picture of the sales, and related to 
that, the approximate production history of Crandall 
machines. Do you have any advertising or bills of 
sale? 





THE NEW MODEL 


CRANDALL TYPE-WRITER 


(PRICE, $75.00). 


Unequaled for speed, accuracy, alignment and durability. 
Writing in plain sight, even to last letter. 

Change of type in five seconds; canable of unlimited varicty. 
Type seldom requires cleaning and can be cleaned instantly. 
Nearest to noiseless of any Type-writer. 

Took award of merit at the New-York State Fair, fall of 1887. 

Send for circulars and catalogue to 


IRELAND-BENEDICT 00. Limited, 


SOLE AGENTS, Binghamton, N. Y. 





New-York Office, 157 Broadway. 














| wae e Cylinder: + » 
Crandall (obaracteristics = = Gupe Cylinder « 
‘eUARLeae | = | ACTUAL SIZE. 
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Writing in plain sight. 

Instantly changeable Type. - 

Only twenty-eight keys. 

Eighty-four characters. 

Advantageous arrangement of key-board. 
Tabulates with ease and precision. 


Corrections made without seale or point- 
ers. 


Superior alignment. 


Less than 500 parts, insuring great 
durability. 


Automatie Ribbon movement. 

Portable weight, fifteen pounds. 

Uses wide or narrow paper. 

Any width of line spacing ean be obtained. 


Carriage adjustable for any length of 
line. 


Any thickness of paper can be used. 
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Price, $50.00 





USERSof the Grandall find the same | 
@ equal in all respects and superior 








s | e in many to Typewriters that are 
Speed readily acquired. PRICE, - $3.00 e sold for $100. 
Price of Machine, with one style $ 50 ——_—__——_ ae ee 
kad esti tea lint The Writing Machine of the Period = WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 














H. C. MARSH 4 SON. PRINTERS, CHICAGO 


Vintage advertising for Crandall, sent in by Peter Weil, DE 











THE Ee Veoc Ula OUN OFis: SEs dT oy PE WR UIT ER 


Ls S. CRANDALL WRITING MACHINE — 188] 








IN invention of considerable merit and of Sleeve construc- 
| tion was that of L. S. Crandall, December 20th, 1881, 

* Patent No. 251,338, one of the earliest practical in- 
rey ventors of typewriting machines. This was the best ex- 
dei of what was known as the Type Sleeve construction instead of 


PHOTOGRAPH BY PERMISSION OF THE 
Pet ENE INSTITUTION, WASHINGTON, D. C., 
ATIONAL MUSEUM NO. 251,217. 





the Wheel, the general appearance of this sleeve being finger-shaped, 
having several more circularly arranged rows of type than is possible 
on a wheel which is of larger diameter. The machine illustrated on 
this page is an excellent example of the possibilities of this type of 
construction, as it afforded a uniform printing result, had a reasonable 
amount of speed and was altogether the recognized standard in its 
class. The sleeve could be readily withdrawn from the machine and 
replaced by others of different type faces when printing the different 
languages. 


The above pictured tear-page item was copied from a Royal Typewriter promotional 
Booklet called "Evolution of the Typewriter” and dated 1921. It shows an early model 
of Crandall's typewriter which is listed as being in the Smithsonian Museum. 





539 











i “!’d KILL for a Crandall.” 


June Cleaver and the Holy Grail 


| don’t recall exactly when | became June*Cleaver 
(one of my four eBay names), but | CAN pinpoint 
the moment my quest for the Crandall began. It 
was March 2, 1982. 


Our office had just purchased its first word 
processor. It was twice the size of my desk, with 
three 8-inch floppy drives and a whopping 64K of 
memory. The printer was the size of a refrigerator, 
housed in an even larger “quietizer” cabinet. What 
it lacked was operating instructions. There was a 
packet of photocopied directions, we gh 
components together, 
nothing...nada.. Said bie asc tne sc oe 
behemoth. 


My boss informed me my life depended on learning 
to run it. | knew he was serious. Dead serious. So 
| ran to the library and picked up as many books on 
word processing as | could carry. 


On the evening of March 2, 1982, curled up on the 
sofa, leafing through Peter McWilliams’ The Word 
Processing Book, trying to absorb everything there 
was to know about word processing machines and 
software, | saw it. An illustration on page 289. IT! 
The thing that would change my life. The thing | 
would relentlessly pursue, that would monopolize 
my dreams and drive my metabolism, the thing | 
would bid on again and again over the next 22 
years: The Crandall New Model. 


By 1982, | had amassed a pretty decent menagerie 
of old typewriters. | had the Remington Monarch 
portable which had been my constant companion 


since | was a toddier. | had an Underwood 5, a 
Royal KHM, a couple of L C Smiths, a Corona 3, an 
Oliver 5 and a Smith Premier 2. Up to this point, | 
had been obsessed with finding a Blickensderfer. 
Now I had a new Holy Grail. 


| continued cleaning out the last few remaining 
typewriter repair shops in town, scouting garage 
sales and antiques stores. | carried a small picture 
of the Crandall and would show it to the antiques 
dealers and the retiring typewriter repairmen. They 
all just shook their heads. None had ever seen it or 
even heard of it. 


In the year 2000, | found my way to fertile new 
hunting grounds — eBay. And there were Crandalls 
turning up once or twice a year. | bid my little heart 
out on each and every one of them but always 
seemed to come up a dollar short. 


eee ee ee) 
believing my “real eBay identity was jinxed, | 

turned the bidding over to June*Cleaver. June 
began corresponding with the sellers who, at one 


sae actually thought they were dealing with 
Barbara Billingsley! 

The last hour of the auction was a nail-biting ciiff- 

hanger. June had dropped from first place earlier in 


perigee still planned to place a last minute bid. 
le (June and |) turned on the home PC, a 

j Mac using a dialup modem. 

Each time the eBay logo appeared, the Mac 
crashed. After four re-boots, June said, “Lynda, 
this isn’t working.” 
would 


1 snarled back, “Well, what 


June Cleaver do???” 











Oh, of course. June Cleaver would calmly pick 
up her car keys, get in the station wagon, drive 
five miles in rush-hour traffic, dash into the pitch- 
dark office, turn on the PC and place her bid, with 
not a hair out of place. And so she did. 


| hit “SEND” and waited. The eBay screen 
seemed to load in slow motion. The first words | 
saw were “Auction has ended....” And | thought, 
Too late. June, you should-a let ME 
Then the next line, “Congratulations, 
You won the item.” By TWO 


“Damn! 
drive!” 
June*Cleaver! 





Now reality began to set in. June*Cleaver was 
gloating over her prize, happy as a clam, but 
Lynda Beckler had just blown a little over one 
fourth of her annual salary. The burning question 
was, “How in the hell am | going to pay for this 
thing?? June, old girl, we've got to hawk those 
pearls!” 


The sellers and | had agreed to use eBay’s 
escrow service. This provided the seller a 
guarantee that the bank would honor my check. 
And it allowed me 24 hours to inspect the 
Crandall before any money changed hands. 


Actually, | needed all of 5 seconds; just long 
enough to touch it, smell it and make sure it was 
real. 


| carefully wrote “Eleven-Thousand-One-Hundred 
Dollars’, took a few deep breaths, signed my 
name and mailed the check to the escrow 
company. A few days later, both the seller and | 
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received an e-mail from eBay Escrow: “Funds 
verified...seller, prepare to ship.” What a relief! | 
had not used that bank account in over four 
years. It was my secret stash, my mad money. 
And trust me, it’s gone. Ali gone. 


We had also agreed | would pick up my precious 
new baby in person rather than turn it over to the 
gorillas at UPS. 


The Crandall was in Owatonna, Minnesota. | had 
a vague idea where Minnesota was. For $1,400, 
United could get me from Sacramento, California 
to Minneapolis and back in the same day. But 
cheaptickets.com could get me to the same place 
and back for only $470! 


Of course, the connections were not quite as 
smooth, it meant staying awake for 46 hours, 
switching planes four times, wandering through 
deserted airports waiting for the next leg of the 
flight, and subsisting on airline peanuts and 
bloody Marys for the better part of two days. Try 
saying “Owatonna Minnesota” after a good dose 
of vitamin “V"!! 


| arrived in Minneapolis shortly after noon on July 
16" and called the sellers on their cell phone. 
They were just pulling into the airport parking 
garage. | told them, “Look for a lady carrying a 
large green sports bag full of bubble-wrap and 
wearing a t-shirt with a picture of the Crandall on 
the front!” 


A few minutes later, | saw a middle-aged couple 
walking toward me, pointing at me, grinning from 
ear to ear and toting a block of Styrofoam on a 
wheeled cart. That would be Barb and Arvid 
Wallin and my Crandall. Close. Sooo00000 
close!! The 22-year quest was about to come to 
a conclusion. 


| had had a nagging thought for the past few 
days: What if hunting for the Crandall is more 
exciting than HAVING it? | was afraid to look 
inside the Styrofoam cube. | handed a 
disposable camera to Barb and explained to her, 
“| have some pretty weird friends. 


They all want to see the look on my face the 
instant | first lay eyes on this thing.” Slowly, very 
slowly, Arvid removed the top of the cube. Inside 
was a lumpy package wrapped in felt batting 
secured with duct tape. Lots of duct tape. It took 
about 5 minutes to un-do it all. | had stopped 
breathing. Barb was ready with the 
camera......and......click-click! 


| 

















So much for the nagging question. There's 
NOTHING like having it!! 


| had about nine hours to kill before my retum flight. 
We loaded the Crandall into my sports bag, 
surrounding it with bubble-wrap. Then we sat and 
chatted for nearly three hours. 


| needed to know where the Wallins had found this 
beauty. Had it been in their family for years? Did 
they know who owned it before? Had they had any 
clue what it was worth? 


Wallin’s grandchildren attend a private pre-school. 
The pre-school was holding a_ fund-raising 
rummage sale. One of the teachers brought in an 
old typewriter, given to her by a little old lady who 
had since passed away. When Arvid Wallin went to 
pick up the grandkids, he saw the typewriter, 
thought it was sort of pretty and bought it on the 
spot. He paid, in his own words, “a couple hundred 
dollars” for it, planning to list it on eBay, hoping to 
make a modest profit. We all had a good laugh at 
that! 


Now for the moment of truth — can | get through 
airport security and board the flight with my bag-full 
of Crandall? Or will | have to go to Plan B, rent a 
car and drive the 2000 miles back to California? | 
approached the security gate and set the bag on 
the conveyor belt, still gripping the handles for dear 
life. 1 considered climbing on the belt and riding 
through the X-ray scanner along with it, but decided 
it would be best not to create a scene. The bag 
went through, | saw the outline of the Crandall on 
the monitor, and | watched the bag come out the 
other end, unscathed. 


No alarms went off. No one tried to arrest me. As 
a matter of fact, it seemed no one even noticed 
what had just happened!! 1 wanted to scream, 
“Don't you idiots realize what just went through your 
scanner? You don't see one of these every day, in 
fact you will probably never see one again in your 
miserable lives!” But again, discretion ruled. | 
accepted my boarding pass, got on the plane and 
stowed the bag under my seat, with one of the 





handles wrapped around my ankle, just in case | 
should doze off. 


Seven hours later, at 3:30AM on Saturday, | was 
home free, exhausted; the Crandall safely planted 
in the middle of the dining room table. 


Ward Cleaver, Wally and the Beav sat silently on 
the landing, staring at the strange object on the 
table. "A typewriter," mused Ward, "the Holy Grail is 
a typewriter." "Should we have that ‘little talk' now 
Dad?" asked the Beav. "No, son, I'm not sure | 
understand anything anymore.” 


<><><><><><><><><><><><> 
A 2005 Convention in 
Charleston, South Carolina ?? 


Fellow collector Lin Lewis has announced 
she is considering having a_ typewriter get- 
together in her hometown area of Charleston, 
SC in November of 2005. (Dates and itinerary, 
to be named later.) 


She has said that her company is building 
a wedding chapel and a very nice reception 
hall and this would be a perfect place for a 
typewriter collector gathering. 


Charleston is a beautiful city and has plenty 
of things to do, neat places to stay, wonderful 
restaurants, and with her company's event 
planning abilities, they could help guests with 
lodging, transportation, etc. 


In order to make this event a reality, Lin 
needs a head count of probable attendees. 
She won't hold you to it, and there is no 
deposit to put down, just an idea of whether 
anyone will be interested. 


Charleston airport code is CHS, and rooms 
can be priced at www.charlestonsfinest.com 


This will take you to other interesting sites 
as well and families and small groups can 
check www.islandrealty.com to consider 
renting a beach house on Isle of Palms, which 
is only a few miles from where the reception 
hall is located. 


Already, about one dozen folks have 
pledged to attend. Please contact Lin Lewis 
at: 222 W. Coleman Bivd., Mt. Pleasant, SC 
29464 Or phone: (843) 791-0999 or email: 
Lin@mobilemarriage.com Thank You! 














LUCIEN S. CRANDALL 
CIVIL WAR RECORDS 


(& Other Tidbits) 


Legendary typewriter inventor Lucien S. 
Crandall took part in 12 major battles of the 
Civil War and managed to escape unhurt. 
Records show that at age 18, he enlisted in 
the Union Arny at Binghamton, NY, on Aug. 9, 
1862, for a three-year term, and served as a 
private with Company D, 109” Regiment, NY 
Infantry. 


At enlistment, he was listed as 5'-foot-9, fair 
complexion, light hair, blue eyes, and an 
occupation of printer. "Editor's note: Some 
documents say painter, but | think this is in 
error.” 


in January and February of 1864, he was 
at Mason's Island, VA; in April he attended 
military school at Philadelphia, PA, and that 
May played in the Brigade Band and was 
stationed near Hanover Church, VA. He was 
discharged on June 4, 1865, at Delaney 
House, Washington, DC. Then in 1873, 
records show he enlisted in the US Army 
Signal Corps, from March through September. 


Crandall claimed that in the summer of 
1880 as he worked in his machine shop in 
(Blodgett Mills) Cortland, Co., NY, his left hand 
accidentally caught in a milling machine, 
injuring two middie fingers. In pension records 
dated March, 1903, he listed his occupation as 
inventor and his residence at 458 37” St., 
Brooklyn, NY. 


Asked where he had lived since his Civil 
War discharge, he responded with the 
following: 


Cortland, NY 1865-1869 

(Note:1870-79 was not listed but we know that 
he was a member of the Signal Corps during 
1873 and was filing patents for a typewriter 
and a telegraph key from 1875-1876.) 
Cortland, NY 1880-1889 

Syracuse, NY 1890-1903 

Brooklyn, NY1894-1903 (temporary residence) 
Elsewhere from time to time temporarily. 


In June, 1907, Crandall listed his address 
as 458 37° St., Brooklyn, NY. He stated he 
was 62 at the time. On Aug. 6, 1914 an 
invoice shows his company letterhead as "The 


Crandall Construction Co," —Adding 
Machines & Electrical Specialities, 
Washington, NJ. He was 70 years old at that 
time. By April 1915 and through September of 
that. year he lived at 135 Broad St., 
Washington, NJ. 


In 1919, Crandall had moved to 504 
Magnolia St., Kennett Square, PA and on Feb. 
4, he died at Chester County Hospital, PA. 
<<>> <o<o<o doco <o<oco oe coc 


Crandall Genealogy 


(The following was extracted from the genealogy of 
Eider John Crandall of Rhode Island and his 
Descendants, page 436.) 


Lucien S. Crandall, of Washington, N.J., in 
1910, son of Rev. William Pierce and Emily 
(Bennett) Crandall, 

b. Portlerane, Broome Co. N.Y. 4 May 
1844; 

m. 1* Tully, N.Y. 8 June 1866 Carrie 
Minturn, b. Lock, N.Y. 8 Jan. 1851; d. 
Cortland, N.Y. July 1867; 

m. 2 Mary E. Root: 

m. 3 Catherine Shercliffe; 

m. 4" Florence Taliman 


Children of Lucien S. and Mary E. (Root) 
Crandall: 


Abbie May, b. 23 Dec. 1872; m. — 
Bachmann 

Carene, b. 1 Feb. 1890 Pulaski, N.Y. 

Hazel M., b. 9 Apr. 1894 Philadelphia, PA 


Note: Probate 6 Apr. 1909 Smyrna, N.Y. 
Mary E. Crandall, left all to her daughter, 
Abbie May Bachmann; only other heir Lucien 
S. Crandall, husband. 


Lucien S. Crandall was an inventor of 
typewriters, adding machines and electric 
devices. 

He was President of the Crandall (Crandell) 
Assoc. formed in the Hotel Astor in New York 
City. 


He also organized the Crandall Typewriting 
Co. in 1879. In 1875, he obtained the patent 
for a typewriter for the use of the blind. 

One of his patents is fundamental in the 
Remington Typewriter today. 

On his maternal side, he is a descendant of 
General Warren, whose glorious acts have 
never faded from Bunker Hill. 
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LETTERS P TO LUCIEN S. CRANDALL 


° Patent Number Date 
AUTOMATIC TELEGRAPH KEY 168,143 Sept. 28, 1875 
& AUTOMATIC TELEGRAPH KEY 168,144 Sept. 28, 1875 
AUTOMATIC TELEGRAPH KEY 
AND REGISTER 171,998 Jan. 11, 1876 
TYPE WRITING MACHINE 170,239 Nov. 23, 1875 
TYPE WRITING MACHINE 251,338 Dec. 20, 1881 
CN LITSs 316 , 466 Apr. 26, 1885 
INKING APPARATUS FOR 
PYPEWRITING MACHINES 342, 244 May 18, 1886 
TELEGRAPH KEY AND REGISTER 344,351 June 29, 1886 
INKING DEVICE FOR TYPEWRITING 
MACHINES 381,910 May 1, 1888 
TYPE WRITING MACHINE 4k, 296 Nov. 5, 1889 
{TYPE WRITING MACHINE 509,720 Nov. 28, 1893 
{TYPE WRITING MACHINE 509,793 Nov. 28, 1893 
TYPE WRITING MACHINE 509,794 Nov. 28, 1893 
TYPE WRITING MACHINE 5092795 Nov. 28, 1893 
TYPE WRITING MACHINE 522,653 July 10, 1894 
2 TYPE WRITING MACHINE 538,641 Apr. 390, 1895 
SIGNALLING APPARATUS 542,928 July 16, 1895 
GAS HEATING AND LIGHTING 
; APPARATUS 545,851 Sept. 3, 1895 
BICYCLE 546,005 Sept. 10, 1895 
Renewed Mar. 13, 1895 
TYPE WRITING MACHINE 548,157 October 15, 1895 
CYCLE OR OTHER DRIVE CHAIN 591,819 Oct. 19, 1897 
DRIVING GEAR 599,689 Mar. 1, 1898 
SYRCTREG LAMP SIGNS. a 702,149 June 10, 1902 


(Mortimer Norden, Manhattan and 
Lucien S. Crandall, Brooklyn 


ELECTRIC SIGN 7150555 Dec. 9, 1902 


CARD OR TICKET FOR ACTUATING 

THE MECHANISM CONTROLLING 

BLECTRIC LIGHT SIGNS. 767 42% 
(Mortimer Norden and 
Lucien S. Crandall) 


Aug. 16, 1904 


MECHANICAL CALCULATOR AND 

RECORDER 813,281 
Lucien S, Crandall, 
Brooklyn, N.Y. Assignor to 


Pe Feb. 20, 1906 


Crandall Construction Co. 
2 Brooklyn, N.Y. 
TYPE BAR 926,318 June 29, 1909 
ADDING- AND LISTING MACHINE 926,319 June 29, 1909 
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From Around the Network 

Great issue! | really enjoy reading them when 
they come. The typewriter repair tips section is very 
informative. Is it possible to purchase back issues 
of "The Typewriter Exchange?" If so, what would 
the cost be? Victor Viasak, WI 

(Ed. Note: Yes! All the back issues of Typex are 
available at low prices. Please contact the Editor with your 
needs for a quote.) 


It [Typex] landed in Europe! Thanks Mike! Loved 
the love letter© Paul Robert, The Netherlands 


| haven't got my Typex yet, but can't wait to get 
it-—I've come to always look forward to the next 
Typex issue© Ben Pimentel, MD 


WOW! Mike, you have outdone yourself with this 
issue. Fantastic, just fantastic! Lynda Beckler, CA 
<>< >< >< ><> <> <> <>< Codec o<oso< 
THANKS AND CREDIT FOR PART | & Ii TO: 


Cortland Rural Cemetery 

Cortiand County Historical Society 

Tony Casillo, NY 

Peter Weil, DE 

Jack Knarr, NJ 

Jim Dax, CA 

Bob Aubert, NJ 

Mrs. Jambro, PA 

Tom FitzGerald, PA 

Herman Price, WV 

Lynda Beckier, CA 

The late Dan Post, CA 

Les Owen, UK 

Tompkins County, NY GenWeb-site 

"The Daily Local News, “West Chester, PA 
Chester County [PA] Historical Society 
National Archives, Washington, DC 
[TYPEWRITERS]@Y ahoogroups.com 
<>< <>< ><> <> <> <>< oo So So Soo< 


Welcome New Members 


Edward Gaitley, CA 
Stellios Peios, Spain 
<><o<o<><o <> Co <o Coo So So OOK 


Additional Reading 


Some of Crandall's other typewriter models such 
as the International were not covered in this issue. 
To learn more about them, you can read an article 
that was published in the T iter Times 
newsletter in the fall of 1988, Vol. 5 Number 4. (Ed. 
note: Old Typewriter Times issues may be found, by 
asking senior typewriter collectors, who may still have 
copies and be willing to share them.) 

More can be learned by reading the Typewriter 
Times back issues that were published in the spring 
of 1989 (issue #15 and also issue #16, which 
appeared in the summer of 1989). 

In Typex back issue Vol. 6, No. 1 in March of 
1989 the biography of Lucien S. Crandall appeared 


and had been gleaned from The Cyclopedia of 
American Biography (Vol.3 1893). 








Notes about Crandall 











re ichard Polt of OH comes the foi oR 

That recent (May 2003) Crandall on eBay sure 
had a high reserve price---over $5200, and | would 
bet $6000 or more... 

| have wondered sometimes why Crandalls are 
so rare. Other early machines, such as Remington 
2, Hammond 1, and Caligraph 2, turn up much 
more often. If Crandalls sold so poorly, how did the 
company stay in business for some 20 years? 

Is this a machine that people would throw in the 
trash? Were they sledgehammered to bits by rival 
manufacturers? Is someone hoarding them? 

An inquiring and covetous mind wants to know. 





OR (OF Zé He ms piece: 
In the Binghamton High School files (1873-1879) 
is contained a listing for Silas W. Crandall, 287 
Westmoreland Ave., Syracuse, N.Y. 
He is listed as a lawyer in Binghamton, and 
attorney for the Remington Typewriter Company. 
He is also listed as President of Remington 
Typewriter Company, and now retired. 
(Ed. Note: This is most likely a son or nephew of Lucien S. 
Crandall). 
<>< ><> <>< co Co <So SoCo So SO SPOS 


A Plea For Quiet 


They click and they clack! 
They ring and they bang 
As carriage’s thrown back 
With “I don’t care a hang!” 


Rat-a-tat here and rat-a-tat there, 

All day in my busy domain. 

The etcrnal noise would make one 
swear 

—RBut being a teacher, of course I 
refrain. 


Some days they purr sweeily 
In response to smooth touch. 
-Or bore me completely 

With their clatter and such! 


Twenty machines in unison clang! 

And some have an extra loud bell! 

A-whanging and whirring—always a 
bang 

That makes poor icacher feel like— 
well! 


I¥on't somcone take pity 
On nerves sadly frayed, 
A man with mind pithy 
Invent guiei—man made? 
Teachers would bless him 
From the depths of their hearts, 
Praise and applaud him 
For relieving their smarts! 
—Darothy E. Morrison 
Rem-Rand Notes 
Volume 6, No. 2 
From the 1930s 
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